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Apply now at aldicentrestage.com.au

ALS1011

Now recruiting Area Managers
If you’re ready to take command of your own troops, 
then you’re just what we need. We’re currently recruiting 
new Area Managers and we’re looking for smart thinkers 
and inspiring leaders. People with more than 3 years’ 
business experience who are ready to embark on a 
dynamic new career. 

If you welcome the limelight and are ready to embrace 
responsibility, you’ll be well rewarded with an excellent 
salary of $92,000 - $140,100 (incl. super) over 4 years, 
a company car and 5 weeks’ annual leave. If you’re ready 
to hang up the camouflage and play a leading role with 
ALDI, start at the website below.

take centre stage 
with ALDI

ALS1011_Area_Manager_Ad.indd   1 1/11/13   11:23 AM
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From the President’s Desk
The APPVA held its Annual Conference on the 26-27 
October 2013 in Hobart Tasmania with the focus on 
issues concerning younger veterans and their families 
- in particular welfare, health and entitlements needs. 

The National Peacekeepers Memorial in Canberra was 
also discussed at length particularly around the lack of 
support shown by the previous Government to provide 
the necessary funding to complete the monument. 

The Association thanks Senator Penny Wright from 
the Australian Greens Party who provided the opening 
address and was able to attend the Peacekeepers 
Ceremony at Anglesea Barracks in Hobart prior to 
the Annual Conference. Senator Wright has been 
instrumental in her role in reminding Parliamentary 
members the importance of peacekeeping service and 
why those who had died while performing their roles 
should be remembered alongside those names that 
appear on the Australian War Memorial Honour Roll. 
Veterans’ Affairs is apolitical 

We had numerous guest speakers from the Australian 
Defence Force and the Department of Veterans Affairs 
who provided valuable discussions related to topics 
such as welfare and health.

Changes to entitlements under the various legislations 

were addressed, such as the introduction of the white 
card under SRCA that will be in place on the 10 
December 2013. 

I thank all our invited guest speakers for their devoted 
time. On the 27 October 2013 the new office bearers 
on the National Executive were appointed and I am 
privileged to say I was appointed for a second term as 
your National President. All new appointments to the 
National Executive are now displayed on the APPVA 
website. 

Our main focus in 2014 will be to campaign to have 
our National Peacekeepers Memorial built in Canberra 
as well as the issues concerning MSBS. I would like 
to conclude by thanking all those who fulfil Executive 
Roles within the Association nationally as well as our 
members.

I wish you all an enjoyable Christmas and a safe New 
Year with your family and friends.

Allan Thomas
National President
Australian Peacekeeper and Peacemaker Veterans’ 
Association
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Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) techniques that 
have been developed and refined during operations and 
conflicts around the world are now being put to good use in 
the Solomon Islands. 

EOD specialists from Australia’s Army, Navy and Air Force, 
along with forces from the United States, Canada and 
New Zealand have joined together to use skills, share 
experience and techniques to provide an explosive-free 
environment for the people of the Solomon Islands.

Operation Render Safe is an enduring Australian-led 
activity focused on reducing the explosive threat across 
the Pacific region.

Many areas across the South Pacific are contaminated by 
the existence of explosive remnants of war, a lethal legacy 
that remains 68 years after fighting ceased.

Render Safe’s Explosive Ordnance Disposal operators are 
applying their years of experience to work on reducing the 
threat to local communities in the Pacific region.

EOD operators deployed to Operation RENDER SAFE 
have gained their experience in operations and conflicts 
around the world, including Iraq, Afghanistan, East Timor, 
Bosnia, Burundi, Somalia, Sudan and a multitude of other 
conflict zones.

Able Seaman Clearance Diver Matt Deloraine and Lieutenant Beau Mulraney from Combined Joint Task Force 663 
examine a piece of unexploded ordnance left on the sea floor in the Russell Islands during Operation RENDER 
SAFE 2013

Lieutenant Commander Richard Brickacek, the 
Commander of Task Group 663.1, responsible to the Task 
Force Commander for the clearance of ordnance across 
Guadalcanal, said Operation RENDER SAFE is lucky to 
have some of the most combat experienced and proficient 
EOD operators in the world.

“Our operators are now using the skills developed in support 
of multiple combat operations to focus on the humanitarian 
task of removal of legacy munitions”. 

On top of the combat experience of the operators, a 
significant component of RENDER SAFE has also been 
the partnership with the Royal Solomon Islands Police 
Force EOD unit.

“The opportunity to bring together operators from four 
nations and partner them with the professionals of the Royal 
Solomon Islands Police Force EOD unit, acknowledged as 
one of the best in the region, is invaluable to the task,” 
Lieutenant Commander Brickacek said

In the first week of clearance operations, Operation Render 
Safe has cleared 2671 individual pieces of ordnance with 
a combined explosive weight of nearly 1500 kilograms of 
TNT.

Combat experience used to Clear 
Remnants of War in Solomon Islands
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Recognition Ceremony for 
Decade of Service
A Recognition Ceremony held in Tarin Kot saw the Chief of 
the Defence Force, General David Hurley congratulated the 
more than 26,500 Defence personnel who have contributed 
to Australia’s mission in Afghanistan since 2002.

Prime Minister Tony Abbott, Defence Minister Senator 
David Johnston and General Hurley joined representatives 
from Afghanistan, the United States, Netherlands, New 
Zealand, France, Singapore and Slovakia for a Recognition 
Ceremony at Multi-National Base at the end of October.

The ceremony formally acknowledged the contribution 
of Australia and its Coalition partners to the International 
Security Assistance Force (ISAF) mission in Uruzgan 
province.

“Today is about recognising the efforts and achievements 
of every Australian who has conducted or supported 
operations in Afghanistan or the Middle East over the past 
decade.

“I am immensely proud of the work our Defence personnel 
have done to counter the insurgency and what we have 
achieved for the people of Afghanistan.

“Since 2005 we have worked in partnership with the Afghans 
to degrade the insurgency while our training and mentoring 
has allowed the Afghan National Army 4th Brigade and the 
Afghan National Security Forces to develop the capability 
they need to accept responsibility for Uruzgan’s security.

“The Afghan people have shown strong support for 
their own security forces and growing confidence that 
the Afghan National 
Security Forces can 
confront and defeat the 
insurgents in their own 
right.

“The ADF and our civilian 
partners have made a 
lasting contribution to 
Uruzgan with tangible 
improvements that have 
significantly enhanced 
the quality of life for the 
people who live in the 
province.

“A succession of 
Australian reconstruction 
teams have built or 
redeveloped hospitals 
and medical centres; 
schools; and more than 
200km of roads and 
bridges to enhance 
health and education 
and to improve vital 
infrastructure.

“The Trade Training school has been a major success and 
has taught a large number of Afghans plumbing, carpentry, 
concreting and bricklaying skills.

“Over the next 10 weeks the ADF will complete its mission 
in Uruzgan and the majority of our people will begin to 
return to Australia.

“As this process begins, we reflect on the lasting friendship 
that has been forged with the people of Afghanistan and 
ties that we have established with our Afghan and Coalition 
partners.

“The efforts of the international community in Afghanistan 
have provided the time, space and opportunity to build and 
field an Afghan National Security Force and to establish 
the institutional building blocks for the Afghan people to 
determine their own future.

“This is the legacy of those military personnel and civilians 
killed or wounded in the conflict, including more than 260 
Australians who were wounded, and the 40 Australian 
soldiers who were killed in action.

“We will remember them.”

Minister for Defence Senator David Johnston chats 
with local Afghan representatives before attending 
the Recognition Ceremony at Multi National Base - 
Tarin Kot.
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Defence Relocations and Housing Managers are 
there to assist you during your relocation 

By Ken Parks, Acting Assistant Director Operations, Directorate 
of  Relocations and Housing
Defence Support and Reform Group (DSRG) has a dedicated Defence 
Relocations and Housing Manager based in each region. At the local 
level the Defence Relocations and Housing Manager (DRHM) is 
the primary Defence representative with Defence Housing Australia 
(DHA) and Toll Transitions. DRHMs are employed to assist Defence 
personnel and their families by liaising with DHA, Toll Transitions and 
the Defence Community Organisation (DCO) in each region to make 
their relocation easier for them and their families. The DRHMs have 
considerable experience in all aspects of relocations and housing. 

The ultimate aim of the DRHM is to ensure that you and your family 
experience high quality customer service as you undergo a removal 
or change to your housing situation. 

The DRHM network seeks feedback from members on the complete 

relocation service. This feedback is used to provide management in 
Defence and the service providers with information on how members 
feel about their removal experience but more importantly, the feedback 
is used to ensure that all removals and future removals are as stress-
free as possible. A DHRM may visit you during an uplift or delivery to 
discuss and assess the standard of service being provided. In some 
instances the DRHM will contact you after a relocation to discuss 
whether the relocation met your expectations. In the past, these 
discussions have revealed region-wide trends or issues which have 
been addressed with contractors. 

If you have an inquiry regarding your housing maintenance/allocation 
or relocation services, do not hesitate to contact your local DRHM. 
If you are dissatisfied with the service provided or decision made by 
DHA or Toll Transitions your local DRHM will assist you to address 
and resolve your concerns. 

DRHM Location First Name Surname Phone Mobile

Adelaide Bill Griggs (08) 7389 3225 0407 211 389

 Leo  Pope (08) 7389 3226 0418 801 981

Bandiana Lea Gayfer (02) 6055 2187 0439 452 291

Brisbane Brian Grear (07) 3332 6975 0402 824 035

Phyllis Gore (07) 3332 6992

Cairns Merv Dicton (07) 4411 7922 0408 457 468

Canberra Anton Pecovnic (02) 6265 8808 0404 823 765

Treena  Stone (02) 6265 8809 0404 823 765

Darwin Alan Purude (08) 8935 4346 0408 970 557

James Muir (08) 8935 4224 0458 241 867

Hobart Tracey Pannell (03) 6237 7277 0418 651 744

Hunter Roger Lamothe (02) 4034 6964 0413 728 512

Neysha Johnston (02) 4034 9565 0429 127 082

Liverpool Carey Byrne (02) 8782 4100 0409 125 687

Nowra Steve Daley (02) 4421 3855 0428 441 808

Perth Allan Purdue (08) 9311 2376 0408 970 557

Cam Druitt (08) 9311 2076 0408 978 979

Richmond Sara Sullivan (02) 4587 2314 0408 481 880

Southern Victoria John Gaffney (03) 9282 3667 0407 462 437

Sydney Greg Richardson (02) 9393 2146 0420 308 387

Carmen Azzopardi (02) 9377 2148 0408 972 933

Tindal Kylie Henderson (08) 8973 6594 0429 780 211

Toowoomba/Ipswich Chris Gordon (07) 4631 4414 0419 103 415

Townsville Merv Dickson (07) 4411 7922 0408 457 468

Wagga Lea Gayfer (02) 6055 2187 0439 452 291

Change to Relocation Model 
Defence and Toll have developed, and will implement a new model 
for the sourcing of removals and associated dates for Uplift of a 
member’s furniture and effects.

The new model is called the Whole of Relocation Cost model 
(WORC)

The WORC model is based on the premise that substantial savings in 
relocation costs can be achieved under the following circumstances:

•	 taking advantage of cost differences in services arising from the 
day the service is supplied (e.g. generally midweek hotel rates 
are less than a Friday);

•	 Sourcing quotes for services within a date range as opposed 
to a specific date (e.g. a relocation price for an uplift for each 
individual day in the date range of Monday to Friday);

•	 Considering all relocation costs across each day of the requested 
uplift week when making the procurement decision (e.g. removal, 
accommodation, flights and allowances); and

•	 Choosing the day of the week which provides the most cost 
effective combination of costs, unless operational considerations 
or extenuating personal circumstances dictate otherwise.

The WORC model was successfully trillaed in South Queemnsalnd 
from 30 July 2013 -30 Oct 2013.
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Present your ADF ID Card at our Cairns or Darwin International Airport store and 
receive 5% off* watches and electronics and a massive 10% off* all other products.

Up to 10% discount* with your ADF ID Card.

* Excludes all Apple products, defence personnel discount applies to all promotions instore, excluding tobacco and clearance products. Discount received upon 
presentation of ADF ID card with purchase. Not in conjuction with pre-order discount. Available at JR/Duty Free Cairns and Darwin International Airport stores only.
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Navy Apprehends Alleged Pirates
Royal Australian Navy ship, HMAS Melbourne, intercepted 
suspected pirates off the coast of Somalia as part of 
maritime security patrols in Middle Eastern waters for 
Operation SLIPPER.

The suspected pirates were intercepted on 15 October 
2013 after the Combined Maritime Forces received two 
reports of attempted acts of piracy against two separate 
merchant vessels during the previous four days.

Under the direction of Combined Task Force 151 (CTF151), 
HMAS Melbourne was appointed as on-scene commander 
for a multi-national search operation, involving ships and 
aircraft from the Combined Maritime Forces and European 
Union Naval Forces to locate and intercept the suspected 
pirates.

With the assistance of other CTF 151 assets, HMAS 
Melbourne successfully located the suspected pirate 
vessels.

HMAS Melbourne‘s highly trained boarding team made the 
final approach to board and search the skiffs successfully 
apprehending the nine pirates.

Commander Brian Schlegel, Commanding Officer HMAS 
Melbourne said that the Ship’s Company knew what to do 
and was well trained to ensure a positive outcome.

“Melbourne’s success in disrupting piracy activity in the 
region re-affirms the importance of Australia’s ongoing 

commitment to Combined Maritime Forces,” Commander 
Schlegel said.

“Melbourne’s Ship’s Company have worked tirelessly to 
contribute to a successful outcome for both Combined 
Maritime Forces and for the wider Maritime Community.”

HMAS Melbourne’s boarding party provided information 
about various items located onboard the two vessels that 
could be used in piracy attacks.

In accordance with the Combined Maritime Forces direction, 
the pirates were embarked in HMAS Melbourne and the 
skiffs and associated pirate equipment was destroyed with 
machine gun fire from Melbourne’s Seahawk.

HMAS Melbourne returned the suspected pirates to 
Somalia.

The quick, co-ordinated and decisive response to threats in 
the maritime environment highlights the importance of the 
continued presence of multi-national forces in the Middle 
East region.

HMAS Melbourne is the 56th rotation to the Middle East 
Area of Operations since the 1991 Gulf War and the 32nd 
rotation since 2001.

She is employed by the Combined Maritime Forces under 
the Tactical Control of CTF151 who is responsible for 
counter piracy operations within the Middle East Area of 
Operations.
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Assistance with Bushfire
Clean-up
With an early fire season bringing destructive wildfires 
across NSW, destroying many homes and other buildings, 
the ADF swung into action with supporting responses.

Dubbed Operation NSW BUSHFIRE ASSIST, eighty 
diggers from both the Regular Army and the Army Reserve 
worked with locals in the Springwood area to ‘make safe’ 
buildings and trees damaged or destroyed by recent 
bushfires.

Lieutenant Colonel Rob Lording, Commanding Officer of 
Task Force Waratah Red, said that soldiers had conducted 
site recons, making buildings and trees safe.

“We have also conducted a meeting with Springwood 
Council and the Public Works Department with respect to 
drain and erosion control.”

Lance Corporal Peter Elliott of the Army Reserve’s 5th 
Combat Engineer Regiment at Penrith, and a builder in his 
civilian job, said local people were pleased to see the Army 
out in the community helping with the clean-up.

“It’s a great honour to be able to help where we can and 

really good when people come up to thank us,” he said.

“A lady and a small boy just came over from a shop to 
thank us, and when we sat the little bloke in the Army truck 
he thought it was great.”

Lance Corporal Elliott lives at Springwood himself and has 
experienced three fires near his home and said this latest 
fire burnt the fence and a shed at his son’s house.

Corporal Lester Meers, an Army Reservist for 30 years, left 
his job at Young, NSW, at short notice to assist with the 
clean-up.

“We’re trying to assist people who have been devastated 
by losing their homes, all their possessions and even their 
pets,” he said. “We’re helping them try to rebuild their lives.

“Reservists are good at working in local communities 
because often they are part of those communities.”

The Task Force worked closely with the NSW Bushfire 
Recovery Committee to ensure that a coordinated effort 
was achieved.
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Defence Inquiry into State Mine 
Wildfire

Below: Australian Army plant operator, Sapper Jeremy 
Drummond, from the 17th Construction Squadron, 
6th Engineer Support Regiment, demolishes a burnt 
house during the “Make Safe” program in the fire 
affected area of Yellow Rock in the Blue Mountains, 
NSW.

Opposite: Army engineer, Sapper Cameron Amri, 
from the 5th Combat Engineer Regiment, chainsaws 
a fallen tree as Sapper Ashley Crasto (left) supervises 
during the “Make Safe” program in Yellow Rock in 
the Blue Mountains, NSW.

The Chief of Defence has ordered an independent inquiry 
into a large New South Wales bushfire that was sparked by 
an artillery exercise using live ammunition.

General David Hurley appointed retired Sydney judge John 
O’Meally to preside over the inquiry.

He told the ABC the inquiry will determine how the fire 
started, the conditions on the day as well as the adequacy 
of instructions and procedures relevant to the exercise.

“As the longest serving judge in NSW at the time of 
his retirement, John O’Meally has a wealth of judicial 
experience and is very well qualified to preside over this 
Commission of Inquiry,” General Hurley said.

Defence has already apologised for the State Mine fire, 
which started at the Marangaroo Training Area near 
Lithgow on October 16.

An investigation by the NSW Rural Fire Service found 
Defence personnel who were conducting an exercise with 
live ordnance at the time caused the blaze.

In mid-November, the fire was still listed by the RFS as 
active but under control more than a month later, having 
so far burned through more than 56,000 hectares of land.

The fire was one of three that caused major destruction 
in and around the Blue Mountains last month, destroying 
more than 200 homes.

Acknowledgement to ABC Online 14 Nov 13
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Exercise Render Safe in Solomon 
Islands
More than 200 personnel from the Australian Defence 
Force, New Zealand Defence Force, United States Navy, 
Canada and Solomon Islands commenced an Australian-
led explosive ordnance disposal operation in Solomon 
Islands in late October.

Chief of Joint Operations, Lieutenant General Ash Power 
said the mission, known as Operation RENDER SAFE, 
would involve the identification, assessment and disposal 
of unexploded ordnance.  

“The Solomon Islands saw some of the fiercest fighting of 
World War II, so it is hardly surprising that a great deal of 
unexploded ordnance still litters many of the islands to this 
day.

“These remnants of war are an enduring and unpredictable 
threat to the safety of the locals. We are pleased to be able 
to play an active role in making the Solomon Islands area 
safer for all,” Lieutenant General Power said.

Commander of the Joint Task Force for Operation RENDER 
SAFE, Commander Doug Griffiths, RAN said the inclusion 
of international participants will provide an excellent 
opportunity for our forces to compare training and skills in 
a demanding environment.

“The cooperation between the participating nations will 
provide a great service to the people of Solomon Islands 
as well as providing Defence personnel an opportunity to 
work side-by-side.

“Working closely with the local communities to recognise 

and identify items of unexploded ordnance will be a key 
part of the operation,” Commander Griffiths said.

Although the Australian Defence Force has historically 
conducted explosive ordnance disposal in the South 
Pacific, including Kiribati and the Marshall Islands, 
Operation RENDER SAFE is the first enduring operation 
of its type.

In 2011, Operation RENDER SAFE provided explosive 
ordnance disposal assistance to Papua New Guinea, 
including along the Kokoda Track.

The operation was conducted from 29 October to 7 
December.

Opposite & above: Explosive ordnance is readied for 
disposal at a Royal Solomon Islands Police Force 
facility at Hell’s Point.

Below: Operation Render Safe 2013 personnel 
including Commander Doug Griffiths (right) discuss 
renovations to the Christian Care Centre with Sister 
Noreen of the Anglican Church of Melanesia.


