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The C295 is a proven battlefi eld workhorse. Proven in Iraq, 

Afghanistan, Chad, Haiti, Sudan and elsewhere. With proven 

interoperability too, complementing Chinook and C-130 missions within NATO Air 

Forces around the globe. Proven as the medium transport solution of choice in 

13 countries. THE AIRBUS C295 BRINGS MORE THAN BATTLEFIELD AIRLIFT. 

IT BRINGS TAXPAYER VALUE. And after 100,000 accumulated fl ight hours, the 

C295’s higher utilisation rates and availability over similar 

aircraft mean it’s proven to be simply more effi cient. A fl eet 

of ten C295s could save the taxpayer at least $300million 

over its operational life, versus ten competitor aircraft. In an 

uncertain world, the C295 is the proven, cost effective solution. 

Find out more about what it means for your defence budget 

at airbusmilitary.com

of ten C295s could save the taxpayer at least 

over its operational life, versus ten competitor aircraft. In an 

uncertain world, the C295 is the proven, cost effective solution. 

Find out more about what it means for your defence budget 

10812254.1.8546-AIR-Military_C295AusTaxValue_Peacekeeper_297x210.indd   1 18/10/2011   15:41



AUSTRALIAN PEACEKEEPER MAGAZINE          3

contents

EDITOR: Phil Pyke
pjpyke@bigpond.net.au
Contributors: Phil Pyke, Australian Defence 
Force; Australian Federal Police and The United 
Nations Department of Peacekeeping Operations; 
Department of Defence
President: Allan Thomas JP
president@peacekeepers.asn.au
Vice President: Michael Quinn
vicepresident@peacekeepers.asn.au
Treasurer: Rhonda Copeland
treasurer@peacekeepers.asn.au
Advertising: Jack Davis
peacekeeper6@bigpond.com
K & R Publishing: Kylie Allen
02 9389 6387
Australian Peacekeepers Magazine is published 
quarterly by K R Publishing (ABN 70 953 274 004) 
for and on behalf of the Australian Peacekeeper & 
Peacemaker Veterans’ Association (ABN 59 558 194 
094) © 2011. All rights reserved. 
www.peacekeepers.asn.au
Australian Peacekeepers Magazine attempts to 
provide insight into the experiences of peacekeepers, 
Defence members and war veterans and the issues 
that confront them together with encouraging 
informed debate regarding issues dealing with but not 
limited to Commonwealth compensation, pensions, 
superannuation and occupational health and safety that 
affect peacekeepers and their families.  We welcome 
input from members and would love to feature personal 
experiences in each issue.  Please email the editor with 
any stories you would like to see printed.The views 
expressed in the articles are those of the particular 
author and not those of the Australian Peacekeeper 
& Peacemaker Veterans’ Association (APPVA). The 
APPVA will not be legally responsible in contract, tort or 
otherwise for any statement made in the articles in this 
publication.

PeacekeeperAustralian

MAGAZINE

8   Cover Story
	 Bushmaster 

FEATURES
19	 Major Commendation for UN effort
26	 Afghan and Australian forces seize record
	 narcotics haul
27	 IT Training for East Timor Army
30	 Equal in Service Unequal in Death
35	 HMAS Broome averts maritime disaster
39	 Maintainers keep aircraft on task in Middle East

NEWS
22 	 The diggers we choose to forget
23	 Keeping in Touch
42	 Peacekeepers Day Commemorated
43	 Public hearings for the Victoria Cross Inquiry

DEPARTMENT FEATURES
3	 From the Presidents Desk
3	 From the Editors Desk
5	 Letters to the Editor
46	 AAPVA
50	 Vale
58	 Album Review
60	 Application
61	 Merchandise 

The C295 is a proven battlefi eld workhorse. Proven in Iraq, 

Afghanistan, Chad, Haiti, Sudan and elsewhere. With proven 

interoperability too, complementing Chinook and C-130 missions within NATO Air 

Forces around the globe. Proven as the medium transport solution of choice in 

13 countries. THE AIRBUS C295 BRINGS MORE THAN BATTLEFIELD AIRLIFT. 

IT BRINGS TAXPAYER VALUE. And after 100,000 accumulated fl ight hours, the 

C295’s higher utilisation rates and availability over similar 

aircraft mean it’s proven to be simply more effi cient. A fl eet 

of ten C295s could save the taxpayer at least $300million 

over its operational life, versus ten competitor aircraft. In an 

uncertain world, the C295 is the proven, cost effective solution. 

Find out more about what it means for your defence budget 

at airbusmilitary.com

of ten C295s could save the taxpayer at least 

over its operational life, versus ten competitor aircraft. In an 

uncertain world, the C295 is the proven, cost effective solution. 

Find out more about what it means for your defence budget 

10812254.1.8546-AIR-Military_C295AusTaxValue_Peacekeeper_297x210.indd   1 18/10/2011   15:41



S T A Y   A H E A D   A N D   U P D A T E   Y O U R   W O R K S H O P   
A N D   S T O R E S   N O W   W I T H   B A C E Q U I P M E N T ! 
BAC Airforce Racking Systems 
BAC Naval Shock-tested Drawer Storage Modules 
BAC Workstations 
BAC Flight Line Toolboards 
BAC Transportable Field Service Tools and Spares Drawer Kits 

BAC 297x210 AD NEW:Layout 1  26/5/09  11:15 AM  Page 1




