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Able Seaman 
Communications and 
Information Systems 
Michael Sales hoists 
signal flags onboard 
HMAS Newcastle as the 
ship and crew carry out 
surveillance for narcotics 
trafficking in the Indian 
Ocean. HMAS Newcastle 
is tasked to carry out 
maritime security patrols 
in the Indian Ocean as 
part of the Combined 
Maritime Forces.
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From the President’s Desk
Welcome to all our members and on-lookers, throughout 
the recent months, The APPVA have been monitoring 
trends within Veteran Rehabilitation and Compensation 
that is made available through the DVA once eligibility 
has been established and liability has been accepted. The 
Secretary to the Minister of Veterans’ Affairs, Mr Simon 
Lewis, PSM, said the department would be looking at ways 
of improving services to current and former members of 
the ADF, and the greater veterans’ community, as it is one 
of the Department’s significant priorities.   

The DVA strategic plan, DVA Towards 2020, emphasised the 
importance of DVA continuing to be responsive and flexible, 
efficiently delivering high quality and connected services 
and making the best use of the many channels available 
to interact with those who may have an entitlement under 
the various Act(s). The APPVA do acknowledge that DVA 
has improved service delivery to current and former ADF 
members and the greater veteran community, but it is just 
unfortunate that with improvement there has been some 
disruptions to some services which an APPVA delegation 
will look at discussing with the Key Appointments within 
DVA in the not too distant future, we will keep you posted 
as these key issues are progressing.

The APPVA National Conference will be held at the 
Geelong RSL on Friday the 18th of September 2015 and 
our Annual General Meeting will be held on Saturday the 
19th of September 2015 at the same location, members of 
the association who wish to attend may obtain information 
from the APPVA Website under “up and coming events”.  If 
you require further information please contact the National 
Secretary.  This National Conference has the potential to 
provide a good opportunity for members of our association 
to attend and meet with guest speakers from Parliament, 
the Australian Defence Force and the DVA who always 
provide the most up to date information.  It will also be 
good to meet our members.

The APPVA has just recently provided a response to 
the Functional Review of the Veterans and Veterans 
Families Counselling Service [VVCS]. The response to 
the Functional Review of the VVCS was initiated following 
consultation with the VVCS senior National Management 
Team.  Further input was to be provided by the Minister 
for Veterans’ Affairs, National Advisory Committee on 
VVCS (NAC); the review is intended to form the basis of 
future discussions with staff and stakeholders on the future 
direction, structure and functions of the VVCS. 

The review was commissioned by the DVA to identify 
opportunities to enhance administrative and clinical efficacy.  
The Review focused on identifying areas for improvement 
and/or enhancement in order to position VVCS to remain 
a flexible and responsive service that continues to deliver 
positive client outcomes. I will keep you further updated 
on the outcome of the review in our next addition of the 
Peacekeepers Magazines.

The APPVA continue to represent on younger veteran’s 
issues nationally, we also represent on issues of 

entitlement and wellbeing, honour and awards recognition 
and continue to consult Parliament regarding the erection 
of the National Peacekeepers Memorial in Canberra. We 
entice those of current or recent conflicts or Peacekeeping 
Operations to join the association in the endeavour to 
prevent further erosion of veteran’s entitlements and ensure 
that adequate provisions are still maintained for veterans 
and their families now and into the not too distant future 
that will require ongoing care through the range of Health 
Care Providers for the conditions accepted. The APPVA 
is unique and dynamic in today’s society in what we are 
trying to achieve as we strive to consult with peak bodies to 
ensure services are maintained for current members and 
their families so they are able to maintain some quality of 
life after service.

If you would like to assist in anyway please don’t hesitate 
to contact your local APPVA Branch within your state or 
visit our website www.peacekeepers.asn.au where we will 
only be too happy to assist you with your enquiry.  The 
association would like to hear from you regarding some 
theme’s that you may want to see happen and possibly 
assist in during the Veterans’ Health Week which will be 
held on the 10th to the 18th  October 2015, this event 
is sponsored by the DVA. The week is an opportunity 
for veterans, war widows, widowers, current and ex-
Australian Defence Force members and their families to 
participate, connect and influence the health and wellbeing 
of themselves and their friends.

DVA will be partnering with ex-service organisations and 
community groups to develop a programme of fun and 
interactive events and activities at a local level. Contact 
your local APPVA Branch and meet other veterans of 
most recent conflicts and their families and join in on the 
activities. I look forward to your participation and hopefully 
capture some highlights of events that transpire during the 
“Veterans’ Health Week”.

Allan Thomas
National President



P02991



6          AUSTRALIAN PEACEKEEPER MAGAZINE6          AUSTRALIAN PEACEKEEPER MAGAZINE

NAVY FEATURE

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Award-winning Australian innovators are reaping the rewards of their hard work and creativity, 
thanks in part to the Industry Innovation Awards program pioneered by the organisers of Pacific 
2015. 

Perth-based One Atmosphere Pty Limited, whose Pegasus helicopter buoyancy aid won the 
Maritime Australia Limited National Defence Industry Innovation Award in 2013, has secured a $1 
million commercialisation grant under the Commonwealth Department of Industry’s Entrepreneurs’ 
Infrastructure Program. It has also won further funding through the Defence Innovation Realisation 
Fund (DIRF). This will help the company bring the Pegasus system into service and protect ADF 
personnel operating helicopters at sea. In 2014 One Atmosphere won the Telstra WA Innovator of 
the year award as well as the prestigious DSTO Eureka prize for Outstanding Science for 
Safeguarding Australia. 

Similarly, Melbourne-based Tectonica Pty Limited has been chosen by US defence giant Rockwell 
Collins to provide the crucial power management system for its new FireStorm Integrated Targeting 
System. Tectonica’s Bantam power and data hub, which is a core component of FireStorm,  won the 
$10,000 Land Defence Australia Limited SME Innovation Grant in 2014. This was presented at the 
Land Forces Expo in Brisbane which is organised by Land Defence Australia Limited, the sister 
company to Maritime Australia Limited. 

Just submitting an entry for the Innovation Awards program generated benefits for the innovators 
concerned, according to a survey of 100 participants conducted earlier this year. Two thirds of the 
respondents used their entry to promote their innovations in their target market and 90% said they 
had generated useful publicity for the innovation. Some 45% reported they had been exposed to 
new partnership opportunities as a result of the program and nearly 20% reported their 
participation had resulted directly in new customer enquiries.  

Maritime Australia Limited has called for entries for the next round of Industry Innovation Awards 
which will be presented later this year at Pacific 2015.  

The Industry Innovation Awards were established in 2013 by the Aerospace Maritime and Defence 
Foundation of Australia Limited (AMDFA) and are presented at each of its major events: the Pacific 
International Maritime Exposition, the Australian International Airshow and aerospace and Defence 
Exposition at Avalon Airport, and the Land Forces Exposition. More than 100 companies and young 
innovators have submitted entries for the awards and $140,000 of SME Innovation Grants and 
Young Innovator Scholarships have been awarded. 

  

Since its inception in 2000, the biennial Pacific International 
Maritime Exposition has become a fixture on the maritime 
industry calendar.

The next Pacific International Maritime Exposition will be 
held in Sydney, Australia, on 6-8 October 2015 to coincide 
with Navy Week, and PACIFIC 2015 will be held at an all-
new venue: the Sydney Exhibition Centre @ Glebe Island.

This years event has attracted an unprecedented number 
of international naval delegations.

No fewer than 58 foreign naval missions, from 47 countries, 
have signalled their intention to attend the event.

It will be the largest number of overseas naval delegations 
ever to visit a PACIFIC Exposition with groups coming from 
throughout the Asia Indo-Pacific region, Europe and the 
Americas.

Countries include the United States, the United Kingdom, 
France, Germany, Sweden, Spain, Saudi Arabia, India, 
China, Korea and Japan. Naval delegations from Africa 
and South America will also be in attendance.

The change in dates from the traditional January-February 
timeslot is a result of the success of PACIFIC 2013, which 
was held in October 2013 to coincide with the Royal 
Australian Navy’s Centenary celebrations and International 
Fleet Review on 4 October.

Now, in lockstep with the Royal Australian Navy, the Pacific 
International Maritime Exposition will in future coincide with 
Navy Week, celebrated during the first week in October.

As the only comprehensive international exhibition of its 
kind in Australia, Asia and the Indo-Pacific region, PACIFIC 
2015 will again provide the ideal showcase for commercial 
maritime and naval defence industries to promote their 
capabilities to decision makers from around the world.

PACIFIC 2015 will be held at the new Sydney Exhibition 
Centre at Glebe Island, on the magnificent harbour 
foreshore - near the ANZAC Bridge and close to Darling 
Harbour and the Sydney CBD. PACIFIC 2015 will be 
the ninth in the Pacific series and builds on the highly 
successful biennial events held in Sydney since 2000. 

Specifically developed to satisfy the needs of industry, 
government and defence professionals across the broad 
spectrum of maritime affairs, PACIFIC 2015 will bring the 
latest international expertise to Australia and promote 
Australia’s industrial and technological capabilities to the 
world.

Exclusive to industry, government and defence 
professionals, PACIFIC 2015 is not open to the general 

public. It will be held over three industry-only days from 
Tuesday 6 to Thursday 8 October 2015.

The major players in the international maritime, naval, 
underwater and defence-related communities will be at 
PACIFIC 2015 in force.

• Ship Builders • Key defence, government and commercial 
decision makers • Propulsion system manufacturers • 
Component designers and suppliers • Electronics and 
navigational hardware suppliers • Port management and 
service providers • Defence systems manufacturers • Ship 
owners and operators • A wide range of maritime, naval 
and defence related service and technology companies 
• Training and simulation providers• Communications 
providers

Displays will be presented by more than 400 participating 
exhibitor global companies. The exposition is expected to 
attract a total attendance exceeding 10,000 from Australia 
and around the world, as well as numerous senior 
commercial, military and government delegations from 
some 30 countries.

PACIFIC 2015 will provide delegates, exhibitors, participants 
and visitors alike with a unique opportunity to meet with 
their peers, potential suppliers and customers. Issues 
and proposals will be discussed, ideas and information 
exchanged, contacts made and networks developed.

Since its inception in 2000, the biennial Pacific International 
Maritime Exposition has become a fixture on the maritime 
industry calendar.

Now, in lockstep with the Royal Australian Navy, the Pacific 
International Maritime Exposition will in future coincide with 
Navy Week, celebrated during the first week in October.

As the only comprehensive international exhibition of its 
kind in Australia, Asia and the Indo-Pacific region, PACIFIC 
2015 will again provide the ideal showcase for commercial 
maritime and naval defence industries to promote their 
capabilities to decision makers from around the world.

PACIFIC 2015 will be held at the new Sydney Exhibition 
Centre at Glebe Island, on the magnificent harbour 
foreshore - near the ANZAC

Bridge and close to Darling Harbour and the Sydney CBD. 
PACIFIC 2015 will be the ninth in the Pacific series and 
builds on the highly successful biennial events held in 
Sydney since 2000.

SHOWCASING THE LATEST MARITIME AND NAVAL 
TECHNOLOGY

AN IMPRESSIVE PEDIGREE .....
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System. Tectonica’s Bantam power and data hub, which is a core component of FireStorm,  won the 
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info@darwinsbarrabase.com www.darwinsbarrabase.com.au

BOOK NOW (08) 8945 0376

Booking Now 3 - 6 Days Barra Run Off Fishing Safaris @ Shady Camp (Feb-Apr 16)
Booking Now 2 - 6 Days Barra & Bluewater Fishing Safaris @ Dundee (Apr-Nov 16)
One Day Barra Fishing Trips and One Day Bluewater Fishing Trips (Avail all year)

Developed From Scratch by Owner/Managing Director Retired WO2 Allan Beale (Retired 1998)
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ARMY FEATURE

For more information about GEOHEX™ 
erosion control system and its 
capabilities, please contact A Plus 
Plastics on 61 (02) 9603 2088 
or visit geohex.com.au

*Results are based on a filled product, Tested at the Centre for 
Geotechnical and Materials Modelling, The University of Newcastle.

KEEP YOUR 
TROOPS MOVING 
ONWARD WITH 
GEOHEX™
WHILST A WET, SOGGY SURFACE MAY BE THE 
PERFECT TRAINING GROUND FOR YOUR PERSONNEL 
TO KEEP LAW AND ORDER, THEY SHOULDN’T HAVE 
TO LIVE AND BREATHE IN IT DURING DOWNTIME. 
NEITHER SHOULD IT BE WHAT BOGS DOWN VEHICLES 
NEEDING TO GET FROM A TO B WITHOUT HASSLE. 

That’s why Australian innovator A Plus Plastics designed 
GEOHEX™ erosion control system, a revolutionary 
ground stabilisation technology made from high-
impact UV-stabilised copolymer polypropylene.

Perfect for creating pathways on unstable ground 
both in Australia and abroad, GEOHEX™ erosion 
control system is lightweight, long lasting, can be laid 
rain, hail or shine with minimal ground preparation 
or training, and requires no to low maintenance.

Incredibly easy to install thanks to its open cell 
structure, the GEOHEX™ erosion control system 
requires just two pieces to make one square metre. 
Via a click locking system, it’s simply a matter of 
aligning, laying and snapping the parts together.

Engineered with a phenomenal load bearing 
capacity of 1200 tonnes per square metre*, the 
GEOHEX™ erosion control system is what you 
need to move personnel and provide vehicular 
access in regional areas, and any other 
surface turned to muck by the weather. 

Put simply, it’s like laying concrete – only better.

1000mm

500mm

42mm

Outgoing Transfer of Authority for 
Force Communications Element
Force Communications Element Two (FCE-2) has 
completed its six-month rotation to Operations 
ACCORDION and HIGHROAD and transferred authority to 
Force Communication Element Three (FCE-3) on 4 August.

The second rotation of the communications element, down-
sized from unit strength in 2014, has been responsible for 
maintaining national communications across all Australian 
Defence Force locations in the Middle East Region.

Outgoing Officer Commanding (OC) Major Mathew 
Hegarty said while the tempo of operations has changed, 
the complexity of the communications environment 
remains. “Taking ownership of the communications 
challenges across the Middle East Region was the focus of 
FCE-2 from the start,” he said.

“Not only did the team take on these day-to-day issues, 
they found creative solutions to future-proof our national 
network.”

“Add to this the sudden increase in tempo with a new 
task group and the speed and efficiency with which its 
communications were integrated, FCE-2 has performed 
well above expectation.

“The enthusiasm and dedication shown by the team 
throughout this deployment is commendable and I could not 
be prouder of the soldiers, sailors, airmen and airwomen of 
FCE-2 for all they have achieved.

“I have every confidence that FCE-3 will further build on 
and refine the communications and information systems 
needs of Australia’s largest current operational effort.”

Incoming OC, FCE-3, Major Belinda Beard said the new 
rotation is equal to the task ahead.

“During the force concentration period, FCE-3 has taken 
on board the lessons learned from previous rotations so we 
can hit the ground running,” Major Beard said.

“As we hand over, our team is not only ready but looking 
forward to the challenges our six-month rotation will offer.”

The Force Communication Element falls under the national 
command of Joint Task Force 633 and is also responsible 
for the provision of welfare communications systems for 
deployed members to stay in touch with home.

Director Operations Joint Task Force 633 Captain 
Mark Hill (left) presents Signaller Malcolm Tye with 
the Operational Service Medal during the Force 
Communication Element -2 medal parade

Members of Force Communication Element – 2 
during their medal parade at Australia’s main 
command and logistics base in the Middle East 
Region.
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Darwin’a Mele “Bee” Buadromo, 
27, a Fijian-born Royal Australian 
Navy medic is enjoying giving 
back to communities in the Pacific 
on a mission spanning from Fiji to 
Vietnam.

Able Seaman (AB) Buadromo is 
currently deployed in the American 
hospital ship USNS Mercy as a 
part of Pacific Partnership, an 
annual US-led humanitarian and 
civic assistance mission aimed 
at strengthening international 
relationships with partner and host 
nations in the Asia-Pacific regions.

AB Buadromo is a medic sailor 
posted to HMAS Cerberus near 
Melbourne, comes from a family 
rich in military tradition and said she 
followed in her father’s footsteps, 
joining the Australian Regular 
Army eight years ago and then 
transferring to the Royal Australian 
Navy last year to pursue new 
horizons and travel opportunities.

“Navy has offered me a better 
work life balance and I am able to 
spend more time with my daughter 
Tamara-Rose,” she said.

Selection for places on Pacific 
Partnership was extremely 
competitive, with many more 
volunteers for the positions 
available.

After being one of two selected from 
200 Navy medics to participate in 
Pacific Partnership 2015, Bee is 
now putting her skills to good use 
while consolidating her previous 
training and working alongside 
US Navy counterparts as a fully 
integrated member of the ship’s 
company.

“I have only been in the Navy for a year and I am stoked to 
be chosen for this amazing trip.

“I’m working in the adult ward carrying out a range of pre 
and post-surgery care and administration roles.”

USNS Mercy has already visited Fiji as one of her four 
scheduled country destinations resulting in almost 250 
patients receiving treatment in the casualty recovery and 
the adult ward.

Fijian Born Medic Gives Back to 
Pacific Communities

“Travelling to Fiji really hit home for me as that’s where I 
grew up before moving to Australia.

“I’ve really enjoyed everything about this mission. Being 
part of patient care and humanitarian aid work is something 
I really love. I have made great friends and I feel so proud 
to be able to give back as a member of the Royal Australian 
Navy.”

Image and story courtesy Lieutenant Commander 
Darren Mallett



Extreme environments require extremely good 
technology. Whether hurtling down a race track at 
350km/hr in the Infiniti Red Bull Formula One Racing  
car, landing the Curiosity Rover on Mars or creating a 
common engineering platform for 600 suppliers across 
30 countries for the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter program, 
you’ll find Siemens technology thriving in these extreme 
conditions. That same Siemens technology is used in 
many major defence submarine and aviation design 
programs around the world today.

Our technology is currently propelling the defence of 
Australia forward through advanced automation, advanced 
energy, advanced product lifecycle management and 
advanced propulsion.

Siemens has always been a partner of the future – as far 
back as 1904 with the first electric propulsion system for 
submarines. Today our technology provides power and 
control for the Royal Australian Navy’s ANZAC Class Frigates 

www.siemens.com.au/defence

and power and propulsion for Canberra Class Landing 
Helicopter Docks as well as the surface fleet’s Teamcenter 
configuration management software and support. It’s also 
Siemens’ technology being used to update the Royal New 
Zealand Navy’s ANZAC Frigates with the latest in fully 
integrated platform management systems. This includes  
an integrated bridge, on-board training, automated touch-
screen battle damage control and unmanned machinery 
space capability.

From PEM fuel cells to submarine propulsion, ships’ 
automation to design and lifecycle software, Siemens has 
continued to lead innovation in submarine technology 
solutions.

Just imagine what Siemens can provide 
the Royal Australian Navy for its 
underwater capability of the future. It‘s 
all part of the journey to Industry 4.0. 
Find out more by scanning the QR code 
or emailing defence.au@siemens.com

Your Technology Partner for  
Extreme Environments
Sometimes the best solutions come from the strangest places. Extreme environments such as 
Mars and outer-space are not dissimilar to the environments we encounter in our deep oceans.

Copyright: NASA / JPL-Caltech

8583_I_Submarine 4pp.indd   1 11/08/2015   5:45 pm
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    AIR FORCE

AIRNEWZEALANDGASTURBINES.CO.NZ

Air New Zealand Gas Turbines is a world leading OEM approved gas turbine service provider, with an 
international reputation for quality overhaul and repair services on General Electric LM2500 and LM5000 gas 
turbines. As part of Air New Zealand’s Engineering and Maintenance team, Air New Zealand Gas Turbines 
shares the operators’ focus on cost-effective quality, reliability and engine availability. They provide up to  
Level 4 depot maintenance, and their dedicated field service team provide level 1 to 2 field service onsite.
 

TECHNICAL     EXPERTISE

The Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) received its first EA-
18G Growler on 30th July. Prime contractor Boeing and the 
U.S Navy formally presented the aircraft to the RAAF at a 
ceremony in St Louis in the United States.

Former Chief of Air Force, Air Marshal Geoff Brown (ret’d), 
who represented the RAAF at the ceremony, confirmed 
that Australia would be the first nation outside the United 
States to fly the airborne electronic attack platform.

“The Growlers will complement our existing and future air 
combat capability, and ours will be a much more lethal force 
with this advanced technology,” Air Marshal Brown said.

“In many respects, it’s the final piece of the air power jigsaw 
puzzle for the RAAF, and my prediction is it will have one 
of the biggest strategic effects for the Australian Defence 
Force since the introduction of the F-111 in the 1970s.”

A derivative of the F/A-18F Super Hornet, the EA-18G 
Growler is the only aircraft in production providing tactical 
jamming and electronic protection.

The Growler will enhance Air Force’s current fleet of 24 
Super Hornets and future fleet of F-35A Lightning II Joint 
Strike Fighters, and advances ‘Plan Jericho’, the initiative 
to transform the Air Force into an integrated, networked 
force able to deliver air power in all operating environments. 
Growler will also be a key enabler for both maritime and 
land forces.

The first aircraft to be delivered, A46-301, made its first 
flight on July 13 but was formally presented in front of RAAF 

Air Force Receives First Growler

and US Navy representatives, Boeing employees and the 
Governor of Missouri, Jay Nixon.

“The aircraft will now fly to Naval Air Station China Lake, 
California, for flight testing and then Naval Air Station 
Whidbey Island, Washington State, where RAAF operators 
will continue training with U.S. Navy aircrew to gain 
expertise in the highly technical electronic warfare mission,” 
Air Marshal Brown said.

The second RAAF Growler has also made its first flight, 
while the following 10 aircraft are in various stages of 
assembly at Boeing’s St Louis plant. On current plans, all 
12 aircraft will arrive in Australia by the end of 2017.
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Before Afghan soldiers can fight with 205 Hero Corps against 
the Taliban, they learn the basics of warfare at the Regional 
Military Training Centre outside Kandahar.

Recruits learn military skills, drill, weapons and section work 
during the nine-week Warrior Training Course run by Afghan 
instructors.

Capt Dan Gale, deployed to Operation HIGHROAD in 
Afghanistan is the only coalition advisor at the centre, 
working with the Afghan commander.

“A lot of the trainees are very keen and eager,” he said.

“That’s evident on march-out day, they have a lot of pride in 
their army and what they’ve achieved. It’s great to see their 
force generation function working well.”

As one of several regional military training centres around 
Afghanistan, they receive recruits after final medical and 
security screening in Kabul.

“Unlike the Australian Army, recruits are rarely afforded a 
preference on where they are posted,” Capt Gale said.

“They’re sent where soldiers are required around the country 
and it’s not long after they complete their basic training that 
they’re on operations.

“That’s why the quality of training here is important.”

The top 200 recruits generally stay-on at the centre after 
graduation, with 100 starting a four-week team leader’s 

Afghan National Army Soldiers 
Learn the Basics

course to become sergeants.

About 50 top soldiers go on to the eight-week combat 
medic’s course at the nearby hospital, while a number are 
sometimes selected for drivers’ course.

Capt Gale advises the centre’s Afghan commander, Col 
Momand Haroon, and sometimes tries get extra aspects 
added to courses.

“An example is counter-IED training,” Capt Gale said.

“I have been helping expand on their theory lessons 
to include more practical aspects such as a basic IED 
observation lane.

“It’s a pretty set program of instruction for the trainees but 
I work with the staff to enhance the program wherever 
possible.”

Col Haroon and Capt Gale meet up to five days per week 
to discuss current and upcoming courses along with any 
course issues arising.

About 30,000 personnel have graduated from the centre 
over the past six years with nearly 16,000 currently serving 
in 205 Corps.

“The bosses have been satisfied when the graduates report 
for duty, the result has been very positive,” Col Haroon said.

“But it’s not like I did this whole job. We have very 
good cooperation between the officers and teachers, 

that’s why we present 
very profess ional 
personnel.”

Capt Gale started 
work with Col Haroon 
in December last year 
and will continue until 
the main Australian 
force leaves Kandahar 
in October.

“He’s not only my 
advisor, he’s my best 
friend and he’s always 
g i v i n g  m e  g o o d 
advice,” Col Haroon 
said.

“After his service 
in  Afghanis tan is 
finished, I hope he 
gets a promotion to 
Major.”

Article and images 
by CPL Max BreeCaptions: Australian Army Captain Dan Gale with Afghan National Army Colonel Momand 

Haroon, commander of the Afghan National Army’s Regional Military Training Centre in 
Kandahar.
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Afghan National Army Sergeant Iszai Noorah instructs recruits on stripping and assembling the M-16 rifle in 
a new building at the Regional Military Training Centre in Kandahar.
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TED® is easy and safe to operate. The basis of operation of TED® includes the following 
key points: 

 Powered by a 12 volt rechargeable battery. 
 Controlled via a wireless remote control. 
 Propelled by a skid steer track system allowing all-terrain capability. 
 The total lifting capacity of 800kg with a maximum lift height of 1170mm. 
 Complies with Australian Standards AS4100, AS3990 & AS1554. 
 LxWxH (compressed) 1374 x 778 x 315mm 
 LxWxH (extended)  1374 x 778 x 1172mm 
 Ground clearance  60mm 
 Weight    580kg 
 Safe working load  800kg 

For more information please refer to our website at www.nivekindustries.com.au 
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Exercise TALISMAN SABRE 2015 is a biennial combined 
Australian and United States (US) training activity, designed 
to train our respective military forces in planning and 
conducting Combined Task Force operations to improve 
the combat readiness and interoperability between our 
respective forces. This exercise is a major undertaking that 
reflects the closeness of our alliance and the strength of 
the ongoing military-military relationship.

The Talisman Sabre series of exercises is a major 
Australian and United States military training exercise 
focused on the planning and conduct of mid-intensity “high 
end” warfighting. This will be the sixth time the Exercise has 
been conducted and will involve up to 30,000 Australian 
and US defence personnel.

TS15 will incorporate force preparation activities, Special 
Forces activities, amphibious landings, parachuting, 
land force manoeuvre, urban operations, air operations, 
maritime operations and the coordinated firing of live 
ammunition and explosive ordnance from small arms, 
artillery, naval vessels and aircraft.

Talisman Sabre 2015
The Prime Minister of Australia, the Hon Tony Abbott MP, 
also visited HMAS Choules for the first time, while in the 
Northern Territory to witness Exercise Talisman Sabre 
2015.

Chief Joint Operations, Vice Admiral David Johnston who 
accompanied the Prime Minister, said the visit provided Mr 
Abbott with an opportunity to witness firsthand Choules’ 
amphibious capabilities.

“This was a great chance to show the Prime Minister HMAS 
Choules performing in a realistic operational environment 
by taking on a central role in the ADF’s amphibious 
contribution to TS15,” Vice Admiral Johnston said.

The Commanding Officer of HMAS Choules, Commander 
Chris Aulmann, was especially pleased the Prime Minister 
had requested to meet with Ship’s Company.

“The Prime Minister specifically asked to meet informally 
with Ship’s Company so he could talk freely and thank 
them for their contribution,” CMDR Aulmann said.

One of those to meet the Prime Minister was Seaman, 
Communication and Information Systems, Sam Clarke, 
who said Mr Abbott seemed genuinely interested in life at 
sea and asked several questions about living and working 
onboard for extended periods.

“He obviously knew a lot about Choules’ recent operations 
and personally thanked us for our efforts over the past nine 
months,” said SMNCIS Clarke.

CMDR Aulmann said the visit had been great for the ship’s 
morale as they had worked hard to prepare for TS15 and 
were thrilled to receive the PM’s positive feedback.

“It doesn’t matter which political party you support, a visit 
from any Prime Minister is a very special event,” said 
CMDR Aulmann.

In a whistlestop tour to Darwin for Exercise Talisman Sabre 
2015, the Minister for Defence, Kevin Andrews, visited four 
bases in one day – for briefings from Australian and US 
defence personnel, and meetings with soldiers, sailors and 
airmen and women.

It was the Minister’s first visit to Larrakeyah Barracks, 
HMAS Coonawarra, RAAF base Darwin and Robertson 
Barracks. He also visited HMAS Arunta, travelling there on 
a Navy Seahawk helicopter.

At the end of a very full day, Minister Andrews was 
appreciative of the opportunity to see first-hand what 
has been happening during the Exercise – the largest 
combined military exercise undertaken by the Australian 
Defence Force.

“We have a very significant relationship with the United 
States in particular,” the Minister said.

“They have, for decades, been our major defence 
ally. It will be important in the future that we are able to 
operate seamlessly together and that our forces are truly 
interoperable at a practical level.The Minister for Defence, the Hon. Kevin Andrews, 

MP, meets with Australian Defence Force personnel

The Prime Minister of Australia, The Honourable Tony 
Abbott MP, meets with United States Marines from 
2nd Battalion, 5th Marines, 31st Marine Expeditionary 
Unit
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“This gives us an opportunity to test that interoperability and 
see what we can learn from it so that we can grow in terms 
of the professionalism and the capability of the forces and 
their ability to meet future challenges,” the Minister said.

Air Mobile Artillery
Lt Thomas Jordan and the 8/12 Regt RAA gunners of 
101 Bty based in Darwin joined the 3rd Battalion, 12th 
Marine Regiment (3/12) with two guns to form a combined 
Australian and US eight-gun M-777 battery.

Rounding out the contingent were the joint fires and effects 
cell from 102 (Coral) Bty and a joint fires team from 103 
Bty.

The US marine artillery battalion is based in Okinawa, 
Japan.

During TS15 the Australian M-777s were air-lifted by US 
Marine CH-53 Super Stallions to conduct three air mobile 
operations at the Bradshaw Field Training Area (BFTA).

The Darwin gunners fired close to 500 rounds during the 
month-long exercise.

Lt Jordan said during TS15, 101 Bty supported Australian 
and US manoeuvre call-signs as they conducted the 
various assaults on objectives in the exercise area.

“We linked our two guns into 3/12’s Mike Bty to construct 
an eight-gun battery and mainly fired at depth targets and 

United States Marine Corps officer Lt-Col Eric Dougherty, Commanding Officer 1st Battalion, 4th Marine 
Regiment, fires an Australian Army M-777 from the 8th/12th Regiment, Royal Australian Artillery at the Bradshaw 
Field Training Area, Northern Territory, during Exercise Talisman Sabre 2015.

suppressed the enemy’s air defences,” Lt Thomas said.

“Being linked to the US regiment was a very good 
experience.

“The marines are very similar to us and with how they go 
about their business, but there are some solid differences.

“Their approach when artillery moves into a position is to 
dominate the area, whereas the Australian approach is to 
be concealed and stay within the protection threshold.”

Lt Thomas said the US guns had muzzle velocity measuring 
equipment attached to their barrels, which was the next 
scheduled upgrade for the Australian M-777s.

“The new upgrade will allow the Advanced Field Artillery 
Tactical Data System (AFTADS) to calculate the required 
individual changes required in elevation.

“The marines have also the upgraded AFTADS terminal, 
but we can link our systems together, which will be our next 
step.

“The reason we purchased the M-777s and AFTADS to be 
able to have that level of interoperability.”

Lt Thomas said the Australian/US relationship building on 
TS15 was very good.

“Most of the gunners managed to trade some form of 
memorabilia, such as patches of knives, and all the guys 
get along well,” he said.
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“They are like minded and all love their jobs.

“This type of exercise was a new experience for most of 
the soldiers and they loved it because it is not often we can 
get out to see impressive weapons like the High Mobility 
Artillery Rocket System and the considerable capabilities 
of the USMC.

“Occasionally 5 Avn Regt CH-47 Chinooks will come from 
Townsville to support the regiment, but we are unable to do 
it consistently, so it is good to have the capability of Marine 
Rotational Force – Darwin to enable us to do these type of 
operations.”

Bdr Alex Carless, of 8/12 Regt RAA, said it was an excellent 
experience to integrate on the gun-line with the US marines 
of Mike Bty ‘Mayhem’.

“We conducted bilateral dismounted operations, which 
gave us an opportunity to see each other’s patrol drills and 
tactics, as well as learn from each other, and we also ran 
informal lessons on each other’s weapon systems,” Bdr 
Carless said.

“The USMC gunners are very similar to Australian gunners 
– we share the same attitude, same jokes and same 
camaraderie.”

Bdr Carless said TS15 was a valuable exercise.

“It wasn’t too hard and the weather was kind to us,” he said.

“The air mobile operations were at a higher level to normal, 
as we uplifted the ammunition as well as our equipment 
before engaging the enemy more than 10km away from 
the pick-up site.

“This capability is a big step forward for the regiment and 
the ADF.”

Maintaining Sea Lines of 
Communication
LEUT Robert Webber loves his job as a Reserve Officer 
in the Royal Australian Navy’s Maritime Trade Operations 
(MTO) unit MTO Team 1.

And why wouldn’t he?

“In Exercise Talisman Sabre we get to play in two worlds,” 
he said. “The real world and the Exercise world.”

A Townsville resident, LEUT Webber is currently working 
alongside RANR and USN counterparts in Darwin, 
including periods of time embedded at the Darwin Harbour 
Control Centre.

Pictured at Fort Hill Wharf, Darwin Northern Territory, where they worked on Exercise Talisman Sabre 2015 are 
(left to right) LCDR Troy Gosswiller, USNCAG (United States Naval Cooperation and Guidance for Shipping); 
Chief Jason Butterfield (USNCAG); LEUT Robert Webber, MTO (Maritime Trade Operations); and LEUT Darren 
Cooper, MTO.
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“In the Exercise world (of mock battles), we’ve been 
assessing Darwin,” he said. “It’s been hypothetically 
bombed and damaged, so we’re looking at Darwin’s port 
capabilities for both naval and commercial shipping, and 
for humanitarian aid and disaster relief.”

The scenario continues…

“People evacuating fictitious countries are now on board 
naval ships,” he said. “How does Darwin deal with that? 
It’s been damaged and people may be arriving in large 
numbers.”

Within this Exercise scenario, the MTO personnel have 
been providing information to their counterparts at the 
San Diego-based Combined Force Maritime Component 
Command headquarters (located at Command Third Fleet) 
to advise what Darwin might do under these conditions.

Happily, it’s a military exercise, albeit the largest ever 
undertaken in Australia, with around 30,000 participants 
from Australia, the US, Japan and New Zealand actively 
involved in the Northern Territory and around Shoalwater 
Bay, Queensland.

While in Darwin, LEUT Webber also performs the “real 
world” functions of an MTO officer, liaising with the maritime 
industry and briefing ships’ masters on why they’re seeing 
so much military activity, especially the concentrations of 
warships off the northern Australian coast.

“We’re assuring them that nothing’s going on, that it’s a 
series of mock war exercises,” he said.

“In times of conflict and tension, MTO teams can operate in 
ports to let them know what the Defence Force is doing and 
why there might be so many naval ships around.”

MTO Team 1 provides a link between the commercial 
maritime industry and the Australian Defence Force, 
enabling the protection of seaborne trade while also aiming 
to optimise military operational effectiveness.

“One of Navy’s roles is to protect Australia’s trade with 
other countries,” LEUT Webber said. “That means our 
exports, our imports, our seafarers and our way of life. MTO 
Team 1 facilitates civil and military cooperation (CIMIC) 
in the maritime environment – and this is about working 
effectively together.”

For example, if a merchant ship transits from the Indian 
Ocean or through the Indonesian Archipelago, then enters 
the Timor Sea where there might be 25 warships and an air 
craft carrier taking part in the Exercise, the vessel’s master 
or its owners may hold concerns about the activity.

“We let them know that there’s nothing wrong, that what 
they’re seeing is part of an exercise,” he said.

MTO officers also educate the master mariners on how 
Navy could help them if the situation was, in fact, real.

“The team can give advice on high risk areas, and how 
masters can prepare themselves to improve the security 
and safety of their ship and the people and trade that they 
carry,” LEUT Webber said.

“We inform them about current and evolving situations, and 
about what protection may be available if required.”

Combined Special Forces Exercise in 
Darwin
It was a different type of action at Hidden Valley Motor 
Raceway in the Darwin suburb of Berrimah on the night of 
21st July.

Instead of the roar of race car burnouts, sounds from 
hovering helicopters, cracking gunfire and distant voices 
issuing orders broke through the night as 150 Special 
Forces soldiers from Australia, the United States and New 
Zealand fought a mock battle in the vast complex.

The training activity was designed to prepare Australian, 
US and NZ Special Forces to work together to conduct 
operations across a range of scenarios.

Special Forces spokesman ‘Major R’ is the Special 
Operations Command Lead Exercise Planner for Exercise 
Talisman Sabre 2015. Major R said there was a long history 
of Australian and US Special Forces serving overseas on 
operations and Exercise Talisman Sabre enabled both 
countries to continue that interoperability.

“A lot of our equipment within the Australian Defence Force 
and, in particular, Special Operations, comes from the 
United States,” he said.

“So we have a natural ability to be interoperable with 
communications, weapons systems and the air frames 
we use. Also there are links to our standard operating 
procedures as well, which are similarly aligned.”

After insertion by Australian and US Blackhawk helicopters 
and vehicles, the Special Forces teams moved to rapidly 
assault multiple enemy locations and clear them of enemy 
forces. They relied on intelligence feeds from fixed wing 
platforms and ground based intelligence assets to formulate 
a plan to execute the mission.

Australian Special Forces units taking part in the mission 
were the 2nd Commando Regiment (2CDO), the Special 
Operations Engineer Regiment (SOER) and the Special Air 
Service Regiment (SASR).

Talisman Sabre has allowed the Special Forces to refresh 
themselves on operating within rural and urban settings, 
Major R said.

“It’s important for special operations missions to be adaptive 
and flexible to different and changing mission sets. For this 
reason, the Australian and the US special forces units have 
appreciated the diversity of mission sets conducted during 
Exercise Sabre.”

Following the 90-minute mission, the work continued, with 
planners evaluating the mission.

“We’ll be looking at the speed of clearing the objectives, 
the command and control of the elements as they moved 
through the complex, and various other objectives listed 
to assess the effectiveness of the mission,” Major R said.

HMAS Arunta and HMAS Perth rise 
to the challenge
As Australian soldiers and US Marines landed on the 
beach at Fog Bay in the Northern Territory, HMAS Arunta 
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and HMAS Perth were on watch, just over the horizon. As 
part of the Expeditionary Strike Group (ESG), The ANZAC 
Class Frigates were working alongside destroyers and 
cruisers with the Aircraft Carrier USS George Washington 
as part of Talisman Sabre 2015.

Acting CO of HMAS Arunta, LCDR Kingsley Scare says 
the strike Group’s primary role in the exercise was to make 
sure the troops got ashore safely. ‘Arunta’s roles to date 
have included defending the ESG from the air, surface and 
sub-surface attacks. ‘The ship has also been conducting 
engagements against ‘enemy’ units.

The benefits of exercising with the US Navy are vast and 
varied. The most obvious advantage is the size of the force 
that the USN has participating in the exercise. The inclusion 
of a large number of cutting edge warships and aircraft allow 
many more training opportunities than a purely Australian 
Defence Force exercise could accomplish. It also allows 
the ADF to learn about capabilities that are either new 
into service or being brought into service in the coming 
years. The opportunity to observe AEGIS destroyers and 
cruisers provides a unique insight into the capability being 
introduced in the Hobart Class Destroyer.

Along with the many benefits of working alongside the 
US Navy there are also challenges. Controlling such a 
large force requires sophisticated Command, Control 

and Communications networks. When the navies are 
operating independently these networks are generally well 
established an understood but in a combined exercise 
environment such as TS15, it takes significant effort to 
ensure that these networks are established, maintained 
and understood by all the participants. There are also 
differences in tactics, techniques and procedures.

LCDR Scarce says the most obvious lesson leant in the 
exercise to date revolves around communication. ‘Being 
able to communicate in an easy to understand and timely 
manner is crucial to the successful conduct of the exercise, 
LCDR Scarce agreed. ‘Whilst we are very similar to the 
USN, some terminology used is slightly different and 
we needed to identify these differences early so we all 
understood what each other meant.’

Overall though TS15 has been a great success and gave 
HMAS Arunta’s ships company the chance to re-adjust to a 
higher tempo after seven months in re-fit. ‘Talisman Sabre 
has been a fantastic way to spend our first month at sea 
since 2014,’ LCDR Scarce said. ‘The experience for the 
crew is obviously varied but on a whole it has been mostly 
positive. Operating in close proximity with some of the 
most powerful warships in the world is something that most 
in the RAN don’t experience outside of exercises such as 
these.’

A Royal Australian Navy sailor, Able Seaman Boatswain's Mate Matthew Parry, fires the HMAS Arunta 12.7mm 
machine gun as HMA Ships Arunta, Perth, USS Preble and HMNZS Te Kaha conduct an anti-aircraft firing serial 
against a towed target off the Northern Territory coast.





AUSTRALIAN PEACEKEEPER MAGAZINE          25AUSTRALIAN PEACEKEEPER MAGAZINE          25

ADF FEATURE

As Australian and United States Navy warships participating 
in Talisman Sabre 2015 continue high end maritime 
operations off the northern and eastern Australian coasts, 
a team of Australian warfare specialists are also being put 
through their paces on the other side of the world.

Led by the Royal Australian Navy’s Commodore Warfare 
(COMWAR) CDRE Peter Leavy, Australia’s contingent 
is comprised of core elements of the Fleet Battle Staff 
augmented by individuals drawn from all three arms of 
the ADF across a broad range of warfare disciplines. The 
team is being supported by personnel from the Royal New 
Zealand Navy and International Policy Division.

Operating from the Third Fleet Headquarters in San 
Diego, California, Australian personnel have integrated 
throughout the combined CFMCC Staff and are working 
closely alongside their USN counterparts in all aspects 
of the Talisman Sabre 2015 campaign. The focus of the 
Australian Staff has been the conduct of activities in support 
of the training outcomes of Talisman Sabre 2015 including 
the refinement of inter-operability between the ADF and US 
Forces in a coalition environment.

CDRE Leavy, who is performing the role of Deputy at the 
Combined Forces Maritime Command (CFMCC), said that 
he was impressed with the level of enthusiasm of all of 
the participants. He was particularly happy with the manner 
in which the Australian and US teams have coalesced to 
produce solid efforts in the current phase of the exercise. 
“It is shaping up to be another well planned and well 
executed exercise,’ CDRE Leavy said. ‘The training value 
and experience the participants will receive out of this event 
will stand them in good stead for the conduct of combined 
operations into the future’.

Fleet battle staff put to the test 
in San Diego

4-25 ID jumps Down Under

Rockhampton, Australia – Over 400 Army paratroopers 
from the 4th Brigade Combat Team, 25th Infantry Division 
have parachuted from seven C-17 Globemasters onto 
Kapyong Air Field, Australia as part of Exercise Talisman 
Sabre 15, July 8.

“The first and foremost reason we are here today, is not 
only to deepen the already strong relationship between 
the U.S. Army and the Australian Army, but between the 
Australian De-fence Force, U.S. military and the United 
States of America and Australia,” said Brigadier Mick Ryan, 
Commander Australian 1st Brigade.

Major exercises like these train service men and women 
to enhance interoperability and employ skills needed for 
long range, high tempo and short notice missions around 
the world.

It builds the basics to planning, communicating, and 
deploying around the world said Ryan. “Those fundamental 
skills can be adapted across the board from humanitarian 
aid and disaster relief to high-end operations and 
deployments that our governments might want to engage 

in,” he added.

The U.S. military regularly deploys in joint operational 
environments, both in conflict and in peacekeeping 
missions. Being able to operate effectively with other 
nations and services can facilitate the accomplishment of 
key objectives.

“With the current operating situation around the world; being 
able to conduct exercises like this, in a combined operating 
environment, allows us the opportunity to showcase the 
capabilities in the pacific region,” said Capt. Zachary Miller, 
the commander of 3rd Battalion, 509th Infantry, 4th Brigade 
Combat Team, 25th Infantry Division.

Strategic Air Drop was one of the larger events of the 
Central Queensland part of the exercise. Concur-rent 
activities are occurring in Northern Australia.

It is always exciting to watch the culmination of months 
of training and coordination be-tween the Australians and 
the U.S., said U.S. Army Pacific Exercise Commander 
Brigadier General Brian Alvin. “The beautiful thing about 
this jump was that the Australians flew two of their aircraft 
up to Alaska, joining five of the U.S. aircraft and after a 17 
hour flight back they enabled the U.S. Soldiers parachute 
onto the airfield in Australia,” he added.

The U.S. and Australian military has had a long history of 
working together and cooperation. The partnership has 
been forged out of mutual trust and respect.

“The relationship that the U.S. and Australians have is a 
wonderful thing and it is growing,” said Alvin. “I just spoke 
with the Australian Chief of Army and we believe that the 
partner-ship we have will only become stronger as time 
progresses.”

“We love working side-by-side with the U.S. Army, like we 
did in the First World War,” said Ryan. “It’s a relationship 
that we, the Australian soldiers, really treasure and it’s part 
of the ongoing nurturing of that relationship that we look 
forward to these events.”

Australian and US battle group commanders discuss 
plans for an upcoming assault on a heavily fortified 
enemy position Shoalwater Bay training area, 
Queensland.
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This piece was written for News Ltd as an opinion 
piece by APPVA Tas member, Phil Pyke, in the 
lead up to UN Peacekeepers Day. The focus of 
this piece sets the agenda as Australia heads 
towards the 70th Anniversary of Peacekeeping 
in 2017.
Amid the intense lead-up to the Centenary of ANZAC, 
a significant anniversary quietly passed unnoticed – 
remembered only by those who witnessed one of the 
world’s horrific acts of genocide.

April 1995 saw Australian Defence Force personnel 
deployed as United Nations Peacekeepers under The 
Second United Nations Assistance Mission for Rwanda 
(UNAMIR II) at the Kibeho Internally Displaced Persons 
Camp where 80,000 – 100,000 people were housed in 9 
square km.

Thirty-three Australians including medical staff were sent to 
the camp to support the UN effort, setting up at a hospital 
operated by Médecins Sans Frontières.

Leading up to 22 April, the Australians witnessed the 
Rwandan Patriotic Army channeling the entire camp 
population into an area 1000m x 500m like cattle. 

Before long shooting started, the refugees unable to 
break out of the area –being gunned down in front of the 
Australians who could not respond under UN Rules of 
Engagement.

The next day the Australians collected the bodies, counting 
over 4000 in the areas they accessed. Some believe 8000 
refugees died that day but the UN places the figure at 2000 
and the Rwandan Government at 338.

If the Australian contingent had opened fire at the Rwandan 
army, they would have certainly been wiped out, and the 
Rwandan government would certainly have demanded the 
immediate removal of the UN mission. Later they were 
accused of doing nothing – a criticism that rested heavily 
with those involved.

Many were later diagnosed with post-traumatic stress 
disorder and four Australian peacekeepers awarded the 
Medal of Gallantry - the first time gallantry medals were 
awarded since Vietnam.

Despite Kibeho being such a horrific and disturbing event, 
for many years the action was classified non-warlike until 
lobbying by the Australian Peacekeepers and Peacemakers 
Veterans Association (APPVA), bought change to warlike 
service in 2006. 

When Australian and international forces under INTERFET 
entered Timor in 1999 the service for those involved in 
bringing the nation to independence was classified as war-
like. 

However, for a small group of soldiers under the Australian 
Support Training Team – East Timor, their service while 

Forgetting the Peacekeepers
training the East Timorese guerillas into a fledgling army 
was classified as peacetime service.

Receiving different medals and entitlements to other 
Australian forces, the training team staff unbelievably later 
had their UN medals withdrawn. While their service was 
later aligned with the ADF UN Peacekeeping Force in East 
Timor, in 2009 thanks to the APPVA, to this day the battle 
for their UN medal goes on.

Australia’s peacekeeping commitment is this nation’s 
enduring but very much overlooked mission. The first 
world’s first peacekeepers under the UN were four 
Australians sent to Indonesia as observers in 1947. 

Over nearly seven decades Australians have been involved 
in over 70 UN sanctioned operations, one of the largest 
being the Korean War. 

Peacekeeping in the broader context covers peace 
enforcement, monitoring of ceasefire agreements, border 
protection patrols, humanitarian operations (including 
humanitarian intervention operations] and maintenance of 
global security, peace and order. It can involve full war-like 
conflict or low-level operations.

Most Australians wouldn’t know Australian Federal Police 
remain monitoring the border between Greek and Turkish 
held territory in Cyprus since 1964 or ongoing involvement 
in the Solomon Islands (2003) or the Sudan (2011).

Equally many wouldn’t be aware of ADF peacekeepers still 
serve in the Sinai (1982), Lebanon (1956) or in the Sudan 
as well. Australian citizens have also given high levels of 
service across multiple UN operations in a range of roles.

Australia’s peacekeeping history isn’t viewed in the same 
way as our major conflicts in Vietnam, Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Operations, despite peacekeepers being faced with high-
levels of danger, are generally classified as non-warlike, 
giving a different level of pension and compensation 
entitlements.

Despite the tens of millions being channeled into the 
Centenary of ANZAC, the National Peacekeeping Memorial 
project on ANZAC Parade in Canberra sits unfinished – 
unable to attract the necessary funds for completion. 

Peacekeeping is not seen as relevant enough to attract the 
attention of corporate Australia and the project completion 
was removed from the Centenary of ANZAC funding by the 
Gillard Government.

For over a decade the APPVA battled to have the names of 
those 48 who died on peacekeeping, peace enforcement 
and humanitarian operations placed on the Roll of Honour 
at the Australian War Memorial.

The three Australian police officers who died in Cyprus and 
protective service officer killed in the Solomon Islands were 
placed on the National Police Memorial – no issues, no 
double standards and no bureaucratic interference. 

The inclusion of peacekeepers on the Roll of Honour 
was blocked by bureaucrats, senior national RSL heads, 
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the former AWM Director and 
unsupported by both major 
parties, the families of the 48 
had to contend with second-rate 
recognition with a book locked in 
a cabinet. 

Permission had to be gained from 
AWM staff for the families to see 
the name of their loved one unlike 
the families of the other 103,000 
Australians who have died in war 
could see and touch names on the 
bronze Roll.

Captain Peter McCarthy was 
killed when his vehicle struck a 
land-mine in Lebanon 1988. His 
service as a UN Military Observer 
was non-warlike and his name was 
placed in the book. Sgt Andrew 
Russell was killed in a similar 
incident in 2002 in Afghanistan. 
As Sgt Russell was serving in a 
war-like environment, his name 
rightfully went on the Roll. But the 
deaths of these two men highlighted the inequality shown 
to peacekeepers.

A new APPVA campaign in 2011 – 12 assisted initially 
through ABC 7.30 Tasmania, a petition drawing over 
42,000 signatures, a motion in the Senate by the Australian 
Greens and a change in the AWM Director finally bought 
change and peace to the families. 

The names of 48 Australians killed on peacekeeping, 
peace enforcement, border protection and humanitarian 
operations were placed finally on the Roll in August 2013. 
But this was a battle for recognition that should never have 
occurred.

Today many peacekeepers remain fighting for recognition 
and entitlements. One Hobart man who was part of a small 
UN contingent in the Middle East, during the Lebanese 
War, has been battling government departments for over 
15 years for reclassification – a single voice ignored and 
his case constantly overlooked.

The Australian public better understands PTSD cases from 
Iraq and Afghanistan. Not so cases suffered by those from 
peacekeeping including border protection retrieving bodies 
and survivors off northern Australia – the result of a failed 
government policy.

The Peacekeeper Mental Health Study was released 
in October 2014 after taking six years to complete.  The 
APPVA lobbied for this Study, as a concern that many 
Peacekeeper veterans who served in Rwanda, Cambodia, 
Somalia and were reporting with high levels of mental 
illness. 

The Report identified high rate of mental illness in 
peacekeeping veterans, almost on par with Viet Nam 
Veterans.  Many peacekeeping veterans suffer a number of 
Potential Traumatic Events, due to the inability to intervene 
with restrictive Rules of Engagement.  

Many veterans are traumatised as a result of a range 
of violent events, serving in a malevolent environment, 
along with stress of combat situations or in humanitarian 
crises with significant death and injury tolls. Peacekeeping 
operations have cost this nation 48 ADF and four police 
lives.

There are few welcome home parades and scant public 
recognition with anniversaries like Rwanda slipping past 
unnoticed. The bureaucrats in Canberra quashed an 
APPVA proposition for recognition of the unique nature of 
peacekeeping service through an Australian Peacekeeping 
Medal. 

The 70th Anniversary of Peacekeeping in 2017 isn’t on 
the Dept of Veterans’ Affairs website calendar amid the 
significant commemorative anniversaries over the next 
four years.

On Saturday Tasmania’s small peacekeeping community 
of police, ADF and civilians will gather at the Anglesea 
Barracks Peacekeeping Memorial for the International Day 
of United Nations Peacekeepers.

The Anglesea memorial is unique in design – a peacekeeper 
walking over broken ground carrying a child, inspired by 
the image of SAS medic Jonathan Church carrying a child 
away from Kibheo.

The memorial bears testament to the contribution, 
commitment and sacrifice of those police, Defence 
members and civilians who at times placed themselves in 
harms way to make the world a safer place – sometimes 
around the failures of the United Nations.

As the 70th Anniversary of Australia’s enduring mission 
approaches it is timely for the public and governments 
to remember that the nation’s peacekeepers are indeed 
veterans worthy of recognition.

Private Elliot Dun cleans up a stab wound at the Busoro Clinic. Image 
Courtesy Dept of Defence
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Dream comes true for RAAF Flight Lieutenant 
volunteering in Africa
“I don’t consider the work as important, I consider it 
essential,” Canberra Hospital’s Shannon Rutledge says 
of her four months of volunteer service with the medical 
charity Mercy Ships onboard the hospital ship Africa Mercy.

“Coming from a First World country, I believe we often 
forget those that are less fortunate than ourselves. I began 
to lose my empathy and compassion,” Miss Rutledge, 26, 
said.

“Then I saw a documentary on television prior to qualifying 
as a nurse. Since then my life’s goals, dreams and 
aspirations changed and from that day I have worked 
towards serving on board.”

The Africa Mercy arrived in Tamatave, Madagascar in 
October 2014 with plans to provide approximately 1,700 
surgeries for adult and child patients onboard, to treat 
approximately 8,000 at a land-based dental and eye clinics 
renovated for those purposes, and provide holistic health 
care education to Malagasy health care professionals and 
community leaders during its eight-month stay in port.

“A lot of people want to hear my story and they encourage 
me to share it. They are living this journey through me and 
I have inspired some friends to also volunteer. I am often 
asked what I have learnt or gained from this experience 
and the answer is ‘perspective’; life is fragile and we only 
have one chance. 

“I have seen so much, learnt so much. My eyes have been 
opened to a world full of injustices, where people die before 
their time.  My heart is heavy as I can’t help everyone but 
I am witness to miracles and blessings on a daily basis.”

“Our patients depend on us; their lives are in our hands. 
Despite the language barrier, I feel emotionally invested. 
Just a smile from these patients emphasises why I am here 
and gives me so much joy – joy that I carry with me day in 
and day out and will continue to carry when I depart the 
ship.”

One of Miss Rutledge’s patients was a five-year-old girl 
named Mioty whose nose, cheek and eye had been eaten 
away by noma, a flesh-eating bacteria. 

“When I first started working here, Mioty wouldn't let me 
near her let alone touch her. She'd barely look at me and 
when she did it was a frown. She fought us all with even the 
smallest nursing cares. Since her surgery Mioty is a new 
little girl. Every time she passes by me she smacks me, 
giggles and then runs away. It makes me so happy to see 
her acting like a little girl again.”

“As a member of the Australian Air Force the core values 
of integrity, service before self, and excellence have been 
instilled upon me and I live by them. ‘Service before self’ is 
exactly what I am doing on board.”

Miss Rutledge will soon return home to Australia to 
complete a masters degree in Public Health in Developing 
Nations while also being a foster mum, with plans to adopt 
a child from Africa. “In the future I plan to return to Mercy 

Ships with my partner as a long-term volunteer, hopefully 
bringing our children along.”

To support the work of Mercy Ships by volunteering or 
making a donation, visit www.mercyships.org.au or call 
1300 739 899

Four hundred volunteers from Australia and around the 

globe are working together onboard the Africa Mercy to 

make a difference in Guinea ... Why not join them?

 

For more information: 

msaust@mercyships.org
(07) 5437 2992

www.mercyships.org.au
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Timor-Leste Defence Force (F-FDTL) Army engineers 
joined Australian Army engineers to deliver building 
projects to the remote Indigenous community of Titjikala.

The soldiers are deployed as part of the Army Aboriginal 
Community Assistance Programme (AACAP), which is a 
collaborative partnership between the Department of the 
Prime Minister and Cabinet (PM&C) and the Australian 
Army.

AACAP Contingent Commander Major Chris Sampson 
said this is the third consecutive year that the F-FDTL have 
participated in AACAP.

“The soldiers arrived in the Northern Territory in June and 
will work for about four weeks in the Titjikala community, 
alongside soldiers from the 6th Engineer Support Regiment” 
Major Sampson said.

“The programme helps the F-FDTL soldiers enhance their 
engineering capability. This year the soldiers will gain an 
applied understanding of ‘block laying’.

“The inclusion of the F-FDTL creates a unique multicultural 
team environment where the cultural diversity of the 
combined forces produces innovative approaches to 
construction in remote locations.”

AACAP aims to improve the environmental health and 
living conditions in remote Indigenous communities.

Resourcing is shared between PM&C, which provides up 
to $6 million per project, and the Australian Army, which 
contributes significant personnel and equipment.

Timor-Leste Defence Force 
Participates in AACAP 2015

Release of Defence Firefighters’ 
health study
Monash University recently published the results of the 
Defence Firefighters’ Health Study, which examined the 
incidences of death and cancer in current and former 
Australian Defence Force (ADF) firefighters, the majority of 
whom served in the Air Force.

The study found the death rate among ADF firefighters 
was significantly lower than the age-matched Australian 
population and that the rates of cancer were about the 
same.

However, due to the relatively young age of the cohort and 
limitations on the number of former ADF firefighters who 
could be included in the study, researchers could not draw 
a definitive conclusion from the results and suggested the 
study be updated in 10-15 years.

In responding to the study, the Chief of Air Force, Air Marshal 
Leo Davies AO, CSC, reiterated Defence’s determination 
to look after its personnel.

“I want to assure all ADF personnel, past and present, that 
your health and welfare are central to everything we do as a 
military and I strongly encourage any current or former ADF 
firefighters who have a diagnosed health condition, which 
they believe is service related, to contact the Department 
of Veterans’ Affairs,” Air Marshal Davies said.

“The Defence Firefighters’ Health Study provides an 
addition to the growing body of research being conducted 
into human exposure to hazardous chemicals, including 
the Jet Fuel Exposure Syndrome Study and the fourth 
update of the F-111 Mortality and Cancer Incidence Study, 
which is due to be completed in early 2016.

“This study is not the final word but it will certainly help 
Defence and the Department of Veterans’ Affairs to better 
understand the effects of military service on personnel and 
enable both organisations to improve the care and welfare 
they provide to all ADF members.”

The Department of Defence commissioned the Firefighters’ 
Health Study in 2012 in response to representations by an 
ex-ADF firefighter group led by Pat and Ted Mildren.

The study included current and former ADF firefighters 
who served between 1980 and 2011. The study compared 
their statistical health data against the national cancer and 
death registers.

Defence and the Department of Veterans’ Affairs will 
continue to work closely with relevant ex-Service 
organisations on all matters relating to the health of former 
Defence members.

Further details on the study can be found at: coeh.monash.
org/ausfireftr.html

Aircraftwoman Amy Morschel, an Air Force firefighter 
from RAAF Base Williamtown, checks her equipment
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Above: Aircraftwoman Amy Morschel (left to right), Leading Aircraftman Martin Cooper amd Aircraftman Chris 
Wilson, all firefighters from RAAF Base Williamtown and RAAF Base Richmond, repesenting RAAF firefighters 
at the 2015 Australian International Airshow.

Below: Aircraftwoman Amy Morschel, practices rolling a fire hose.
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