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Chairperson's report

Vice 
Chairperson’s 
report

What a year 2022 has been thus far, 
our AGM was conducted in Canberra 
with a great attendance.  The morning 
conference allowed members to 
participate in discussions around the 
work of the APPVA has been doing 
as well as an update on the Royal 
Commission into Defence & Veteran 
Suicide. 

Australian Peacekeeper Day 2022 
was held in Canberra to commemorate 
75 years of Australian Peacekeepers 
of the Australian Defence Force, 
Australian Police, government, and 
non-government organisations being 
deployed around the world in support 
of making and keeping the peace.

This year’s event was managed 
by DVA, I must say it was a really 
great day and the ceremony was well 
presented and received.  I spoke to 
a number of people on the day, all 
stated how proud they were to be a 
peacekeeper and how they felt valued 
at the ceremony.

Our Vice Chairperson Ian 
Lindgren continues to work very hard 
in the background with the Board to 
improve the corporate governance 
practices within the veteran space 
and I congratulate him on his efforts.

I would like acknowledge Mr 
Richard Kelloway AO, who has 
advised the Board of his intention to 
retire, his work over many years of 
advocating for veterans’ wellbeing 
is second to none. I also want to 
acknowledge Mike Romalis OAM, 
who has over the five years as our 
WA Rep has decided to step back.  
Mike has been a point of reference for 
me and has provided great support to 
get the APPVA to the organisation it 

is today.  To Richard and Mike, I wish 
both well with your future endeavours 
and I thank you for your dedicated 
service to the veteran community.

The APPVA on 24th October 
celebrated 25 years as an ESO in the 
veteran community, on behalf of the 
APPVA Board and Committee I want 
to thank each and every member that 
has contributed to getting the APPVA 
on the veteran community map.  

I ask if you could please provide 
any of your stories and experiences 
in your peacekeeping peacemaking 
deployments along with any hi 
resolution photos to our editor so we 
can keep the Peacekeeper Magazine 
relevant with your stories and 
experiences. 

The APPVA continues to work 
with government and other ex-
service organisations in a positive 
way, building relationships to provide 
support to our members along with 
other likeminded ESO’s which in turn, 
provides better support to the greater 
veteran community.

Yours sincerely,
Rob Woods, JP

My work since our last magazine has 
been largely focussed on holding 
DVA accountable to the veteran and 
veteran family community along 
two themes.  The first is that every 
veteran deserves an equal chance 
to lodge a successful claim, and the 
second has been closely monitoring 

how DVA plans to approach the 
recommendations to change the three 
veteran acts.

 I will be brutally honest in this 
column because I have been mightily 
unimpressed with DVA and the Board 
has agreed that the root cause of 
veteran issues is DVA and its complete 
comfort at misleading the veteran 
community.   It has taken me three 
years to realise this, but I now quite 
comfortable say it, and after identifying 
that there was a high failure rate with 
claims lodged through MyService, the 
APPVA took it to DVA to address.   I put 
it to the Secretary that the application 
needs to be improved as it should be 
under the software development life 
cycle, and I emphasised that “every 
veteran deserves an equal chance to 
lodge a successful claim.”   The issue 
was not put to the rest of the veteran 
community and was shut down by 
DVA on 14 June 2022 despite me 
attempting to have a timeline placed 
on it to determine when it will be 
addressed.   Further questioning of 
DVA has identified that there is no user 
feed back mechanism to advice DVA 
how veterans experience the process.   
As a consequence, we have started 
our own survey and the outcome of 
question 11 indicates that veterans 
are not happy with MyService in terms 
of lodging claims through it.   It has 
now been 153 days since DVA was 
advised that there were issues with 
lodging claims through MyService and 
it has taken no action.  We will address 
this next week when parliament sits 
and at the next Senate Estimates.

 I was also invited to work with DVA 
on Recommendation 1 from the Royal 
Commission’s Interim Report that 
“the Australian Government should 
develop and implement legislation to 
simplify and harmonise the framework 
for veterans’ compensation, 
rehabilitation and other entitlements.”  I 
did however resign from the committee 
because we were all required to sign 
non-disclosure agreements and this 
bothered me because as best we can 
tell, the veteran community seems to 
want:
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•	  A single act to replace the current 
three dysfunctional acts, piecemeal 
revisions, band-aide revisions, and 
statements of principle to support 
quality of life for veterans and 
the institution of the family, while 
carrying forward all the benefits of 
the existing acts.

•	 Access to the same human rights 
as other Australians injured at 
work, while also recognising the 
unique nature of military service.

•	 	Claims resolution based on 
transparent case management 
and appropriate key performance 
indicators to resolve injury and 

illness claims.

 It would appear that DVA do not 
plan to consult the veteran and veteran 
family community until the way ahead 
has been determined.   So, this is the 
next issue we are taking to all parties 
in parliament commencing next week 
for the last sitting of the year. 

 Other than that, it is pleasing to 
see so many new members and we 
will continue to represent you because 
every veteran and veteran family 
deserves happiness in life.

Ian Lindgren 

Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra.

• Automatic flood cover
• Flexible payment options
• Accidental damage (up to $5,000)
• A tailored claims process

• No excess on claims
• Temporary accommodation should
your home become unfit to live in

• Electrical motor burnout (part of your home)

PROTECT YOUR HOME 
AGAINST FLOODS & STORMS

This advertisement is based on general insurance advice that only applies to DSH Insurance building Product Disclosure Statement (PDS) 
dsh.gov.au/insurance/home-building Please consider the relevant Product Disclosure Statements and the Supplementary Disclosure 
Statements before deciding if the insurance product is right for you. This material does not take into account your personal needs, 
objectives and financial circumstances.

The first thought after flooding shouldn’t be whether you’re covered, 
it should be what you need to recover. With DSH Insurance, you get 
automatic flood cover included in your all-inclusive home insurance policy.

Key features include: 
Get comprehensive building 
insurance quotes at 
online.dsh.gov.au

Exclusive to Australian Defence 
Force and veteran communities



4     AUSTRALIAN PEACEKEEPER4     AUSTRALIAN PEACEKEEPER

APPVA

APPVA Recollections

APPVA has come a long way from 
humble beginnings, when a handful of 
UNAMIC & UNTAC Veterans met at 
Pine Rivers RSL to commemorate UN 
Day. It was at the completion of our the 
service that Paul Copeland suggested 
we should start APPA (now APPVA), 
in an effort to attain representation 
for Peacekeepers & Peacemakers 
for they were being rejected by 
ESO’s. I supported this proposal, for 
my first experience from ESO‘s was 
at best poor. ANZAC Day (1993), 
which was our first event while on 
post deployment War Service Leave, 
was the first rejection for myself and 
two other recently returned UNTAC 
Soldiers.  The ESO Sub-Branch we 
were a members of didn’t accepted 
us as Veterans, so we couldn’t march 
with the returned (War) Veterans and 
were to march with the Sub-Branch’s 
non-deployed membership.

As a founding Committee Member 
/ Member I’m humbled to see APPVA’s 
growth over the years, and importantly 
the growth of support APPVA 
provides to ALL those who partake 
in Peacekeepers, Peacemakers & 
Veteran operations. 

It was APPVA’s advocating with 
resulted in UNAMIC & UNTAC 
service being awarded the AASM, 
and for some combatants an ICB or 
ACB. APPVA’s representation also 
facilitated the 2014 awarding of a 
Unit Citation to ASC FCU, which 
Lieutenant General Sanderson AC 
recommended some 21+ years prior, 
Circa 1994.

APPVA’s representation for 
Peacekeeping and Peacemaking 
operations would have continued to 
under-recognised by Defence / Govt, 
and therefore the exemplary service 
of our Veterans, Police and deployed 
civilians (eg health care workers) 
would not necessarily be recognisable 
by the general public. 

Whilst I’ve still got my APPA 
Committee Member badge as a 
memento of my contribution during 
the foundation years, each and 
every member has contributed 
towards APPVA‘s success over the 
past 25 years. Strong governance 
and strong membership is ensuring 
APPVA is well positioned to meet the 
needs of those who service in future 
Peacekeepers, Peacemakers and 
Veterans operations are supported. 

It’s the responsibility of us all to 
ensure that we engage with, listen to, 
support, and advocate for each and 
every person who provides devoted 
service for our country. For myself, 
this means supporting effective ESO’s 
and ensuing that the newest of recruits 
know I’m here for them 24/7, just as I 
am for those I served. 
Congratulations on 25yrs APPVA.
Regards
Nick Hannay

 

The PK memorial idea came about 
through a chat between Paul and 
Alison Creagh in Cambodia. They 
must have been in some swish hotel 
somewhere…not!

And so, once upon a time, in 
2004 the APPVA committee had their 
meeting in Canberra.  Paul and Lofty 
thought it’d be wonderful for us to 
catch up.

We did, we had dinner and a great 
chat, during the dinner they mentioned 
the Memorial idea and wondered if I’d 
like to be the Secretary to assist in 
creating the Australian Peacekeeping 
Memorial Committee (APMPC).   

My response was ‘sure – I can 
type’, whilst it was a mischievous 
response, we 3 have known each 
other for a few years by then, I think 
about 60 between us. And it was an 
opportunity for me to build my reliance 
after a PTSD incident after Sep 11. 

The interim committee was raised 
and I was asked to arrange a meeting 
with the National Capital Authority to 
discuss the processes to begin the 
memorial build.

The call went something like this, I 
introduced myself and provided some 
background to the purpose of the 
meeting, the NCA staffer was quick to 
tell me that under no circumstances 
that the memorial would ever be on 
ANZAC Parade. 

Yes, I held my comments and was 
very polite and diplomatic, arranged 
the meeting and advised Tim Ford of 
the discussions.  

We had the meeting with the NCA 
CEO in a meeting room at the top of 
the Carilion in Canberra, where we 
had a view of proposed locations. 

The CEO was quite determined 
to have the memorial in Peace Park 
– during this time, the Committee 
members were becoming quite 
stressed. No matter what was 
discussed, the CEO didn’t get what 
Peacekeeping was really about.   

 I asked the Chair for a brief pause 
to settle things down – I had another 
strategy up my sleeve. 

I introduced Paul to the CEO and 
asked Paul to describe his accounts, 
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experiences and other events around 
Peacekeeping, I encouraged Paul to 
talk about ‘everything’. 

The CEO listened and after about 
15min the CEO returned, and we 
reconvened the meeting.    Before the 
Chair could say anything, the CEO 
said, ‘after listening to Paul, you can 
have the memorial anywhere you’d 
like.’

The Memorial was unveiled in 
2018 – Tim, Paul and I remained as 
President, APPVA rep and Secretary 
for 14yrs.

Without Paul and Alison’s chat and 
the APPVA there wouldn’t have been 
a Memorial.
Way to go team. 
With gratitude,
Cleon 

In September I was invited to attend 
the 7th anniversary celebrations of 
Australia's participation in United 
Nations peacekeeping operations as 
a family member of one who served. I  
was very honoured to be invited and 
found the experience deeply moving 
and therapeutic. 

My sister Terezija (Terri) Maric was 
born on the 3rd March 1963 to Grgo 
and Mara Maric in a little village in 
the mountains of Hercegovina (then 
known as Yugoslavia). Like many 
families who lived in a communist 
country our family struggled and 
our father fled the country in 1964 
leaving behind a pregnant wife and 
two small children. Had he stayed 

he most definitely would have been 
killed because he was unable to toe 
the communist party line. In 1967 
we were able to join him in Australia 
where we hoped for a better life.

Our early years in Far North 
Queensland were hard with the family 
moving from town to town wherever 
work was available; from cutting 
sugar cane in Innisfail to picking and 
grading tobacco in Dimbulah and 
Mutchilba to small-scale tin mining 
on the outskirts of Herberton. These 
years were very hard for our family 
as three more children were born and 
we seemed to always be moving. We 
were ethnically Croatian and another 
challenge for us was the bullying 
and harassment we were subjected 
to whenever we mentioned the word 
'Croatia or Croatian'. In this era 
these words were synonymous with 
terrorism.

This had a huge impact on all of 
us but particularly Terri who was a 
very sensitive child and she yearned 
for a world where there was no 
discrimination and where everyone 
lived in peace and harmony. 

Terri always wanted to become a 
Police Officer and was over the moon 
when her application to join the AFP 
was successful. She served in many 
areas of the AFP but her greatest joy 
was her deployment to Cyprus with 
the 54th contingent and 3rd and 5th 
contingents  to Timor. Sadly it was 
on her last deployment to Timor that 

she contracted dengue fever and 
her life was never the same again. 
This was followed by a severe case 
of PTSD which was exacerbated 
by the bureaucracy of the AFP and 
Comcare. She was medically retired 
from the AFP in 2007 after 20 years 
of service.

Terri had a strong sense of social 
justice and she loved her eight 
nephews and nieces. She was also 
passionate about animal welfare 
and when she was able to she was 
involved in animal rescue and looked 
after many injured possums and birds. 

PTSD is a horrendous illness and 
one which affects not just the person 
suffering but their whole family. It also 
impacts on every aspect of their life. 
Terri was experiencing horrendous 
pain during the last two years of her life 
which the doctors always dismissed 
as just more 'PTSD' which meant that 
when she was finally diagnosed with 
stage 4 bone cancer it was too late. 
She passed away on 3 November 
2019 aged 56. Gone too soon, never 
forgotten and forever in our hearts.

My hope is that we find a way to 
remember all those who are suffering 
from PTSD as a result of their service 
and include their names in the roll call 
of those who are no longer with us..

Lest we forget  
Sofija (Sophie) Maric Langlois

LEST WE FORGET 
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FORMER APPVA TASMANIA 
BRANCH

By Mike Romalis

The Tasmanian Branch of the APPVA 
was formed on the 6th of December 
2008 at a meeting held in the TPI 
Association facilities at Remembrance 
House in New Town (Hobart).   The 
Branch was formed as a Sub-
Branch of the National Association to 
provide welfare and pension services 
to Veterans of Peacekeeper and 
Peacemaker operations in Tasmania.  
The initial office bearers included 
Phil Pyke (President), Tony Richings 
(Vice President and Public Officer) 
and Oliver Breeze (Treasurer).  The 
first official activity was a fund-raising 
BBQ at an Army Reserve Careers 
Day at Anglesea Barracks on the 28th 
of March 2009.  

In 2009 the Department of Defence 
identified that a large pine tree in 
the memorial precinct of Anglesea 
Barracks in Hobart was dying and 
would need to be cut down.  Instead 
of completely removing the tree, a 
proposal was put forward to create 
a memorial out of the tree stump.  A 
memorial committee comprising the 
Department of Defence, Department 
of Veterans Affairs, RSL Tasmania 
and APPVA considered proposals 
from three Tasmanian artists along 
with a fund-raising campaign.  The 
successful design was by RAAF 
veteran Bernie Tarr, with work 
commencing and abruptly halting 
in 2010 when it was discovered 
that the pine stump had rotted.  The 
stump had to be removed and Bernie 
redesigned the original proposal to 
accommodate a carving mounted on 
a large rock. The completed memorial 
was dedicated on UN Peacekeeping 
Day on the 29th of May 2011. 

For Veterans Health Week (VHW) 
in 2012, the Tasmanian Branch 
organized gardening workshops 
around the state with the late ABC 
Gardening Australian guru and 
Korean War Veteran Peter Cundall 
AM.  Another 2012 VHW initiative 
was an electronic games competition. 
In November a joint fund-raising 
activity was conducted with the 

Greater Hobart RSL Sub-Branch and 
Partners of Veterans Association, 
selling BBQ breakfasts and lunches 
at the Midlands Military Meet and 
Rendezvous at Campbell Town in 
central Tasmania.

2013 started with a major bushfire 
on the Tasman peninsular south-
east of Hobart.  A working bee was 
organized in the aftermath of the 
fire to clear bull-dozed trees around 
a member’s house in Forcett, with 
the resulting firewood donated to 
the Vietnam Veterans Association 
of Australia Bush Retreat in the 
Central Highlands.  On the 1st 
of June a memorial service and 

plaque commemorating CAPT 
Peter McCarthy was unveiled at the 
44 Transport Squadron Depot in 
Devonport, followed by a dinner with 
the RACT/RAAASC associations 
at the Devonport RSL Sub-Branch.  
VHW in 2013 had more gardening 
workshops and a putt putt golf family 
event, with the year culminating 
with the Branch hosting the APPVA 
National Conference and AGM in 
Hobart on the 26th and 27th of 
October.

For Australian Peacekeeping Day 
on the 14th of September 2014, the 
Branch dedicated a plaque highlighting 
the UN service of local members at 
the Launceston Cenotaph.  VHW in 
2014 had a farm gate to plate theme 
with food harvested, cooked and 
consumed, and in 2015 VHW had a 
bus tour of Hobart gardens including 
Government House, the Hobart 
City Farm and the Royal Tasmanian 
Botanic Gardens. 

29 May 2011 - Oliver Breeze with 
his daughter at the dedication of the 
Peacekeeping Memorial in Anglesea 
Barracks, Hobart.

28 Oct 2012 – VHW ‘Call of Duty MW3’ Games night at Prism Gaming Lounge in 
Hobart

13 Feb 2013 – Forcett Bush Fire 
Working Bee.  Left to Right: Graeme 
Barnett and Jan Hyde
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01 Jun 2013 – Dedication of Captain Peter McCarthy Plaque at 44 Transport 
Squadron Depot in Devonport, Tasmania. Left to Right: Judy Munday, Grant Munday, 
Sarah McCarthy and Sue McCarthy.

22 Oct 2012 – VHW Garden Workshop at Tresca, near Exeter in northern Tasmania.  
Left to Right: Mike Romalis, Peter Cundall, Jason Ames-Smith, Oliver Breeze and 
children

I congratulate all the men and women 
of 1st Signal Regiment on receiving 
the Honour Distinction Western Sa-
hara and Theatre Honour East Timor 
(1999-2003).

 An Honour Distinction is recogni-
tion for an exceptional performance 
by a unit while deployed on both war-
like and non-warlike operations, par-
ticularly when undertaking a role or 
tasks for which they have not been 
trained.

 A Theatre Honour (Streamer) is 
recognition for a creditable perfor-
mance of an allocated task in a thea-
tre of operations.

 These are formal descriptions of 
the awards. They do not necessarily 
capture the commitment, hard work or 
the sacrifice that went into the respec-
tive operational performances.

 The mission of Australian Ser-
vice contingents in North Africa was 
to support the UN-led peacekeeping 
mission for the Referendum in West-
ern Sahara (MINURSO).

 The rotations of Operation CEDIL-
LA  faced many difficulties, particular-
ly during the early rotations of the de-
ployment.

 They were operating in an isolat-
ed and uncertain environment, their 
presence was not wholly supported 
by the host nation, and they were pre-
vented from bringing their own equip-
ment into the country.

WESTERN SAHARA
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 But they rose to the occasion — 
they adapted, they improvised, and 
they performed roles beyond their 
area of responsibility.

 Those of us that were not posted 
to 1st Signal Regiment at the time, but 
deployed alongside its members on 
the five Australian Service Contingent 
rotations under Operation CEDILLA, 
made critical contributions to the suc-
cess of the mission.

 The MINURSO service in North 
Africa was not without sacrifice.

 Major Susan Felsche, the Medical 
Officer on rotation 4, became the first 
Australian Army female to be killed on 
overseas duty since World War 2.

 In fact as RSM of 5ASC it was my 
honour to build a memorial at Award 
in recognition of Major Susan Felsche

by Don Hughes

War injuries damage the flesh. War 
injuries also damage the spirit.

To mend the flesh, takes 
great nursing, medical care and 
compassion.

To mend the spirit, is often more 
complicated. 

To achieve this, the soul needs to 
be gently awakened. 

Special places are needed for this 
process.

It is no accident, that after the great 
tragedy of World War One, every 
Australian town erected Memorials to 
our fallen. 

It is no accident, that Australia’s 
great war memorials and shrines of 
remembrance dominate key locations 
around our country.

It is no accident, that generations 
of young Australians seek pilgrimage 
to some of the most far-flung corners 
of the globe: Gallipoli, Kokoda or Long 
Tan for example.

It is also no accident, that Our First 
Nations peoples were highly attuned 
to this sense of place and its great 
healing powers. These places of 
spiritual significance have been used 
for the healing process for thousands 
of years.

Commemorative Spaces 
Contemporary Australia also 

needs places of spiritual healing.
One such place is the Heidelberg 

Repatriation Hospital at Austin Health.  
With its rich heritage of healing 
warriors, its commemorative spaces 
allow a place for reflection to help 
mend the spirit and awaken the soul.

At the 2022 Heidelberg 
Repatriation Hospital Remembrance 
Observance ceremony a "Ribbon 
Pole" to commemorate 75 years 
of Australian Peacekeeping was 
unveiled and dedicated.

Located in the immaculate 
"Memorial Gardens" within the heart 
of the Hospital, the new pole proudly 
stands alongside other ribbon poles 
representing every war and conflict 
Australia has been involved in.

Volunteer Veteran liaison team 
member Jude Pinkerton-Treloar OAM, 
APPVA member Don Hughes and his 
Assistance Dog Zeus, assisted in the 
ceremony.

Jude is the team leader at the 
Repatriation Hospital manufacturing 
the iconic "Poppy Wreaths" whilst 
Don was able to express the need for 
"Commemorative Spaces".

 In all of this service, valour and 
sacrifice, we must not forget to ac-
knowledge the families and loved ones 
of Australian Army members, past and 
present, that served in MINURSO. 
Their support cannot be overstated; 
it is critical to the ongoing health and 
welfare, indeed capability, of many in 
the Australian Defence Force.

 To all the men and women of all 
5 contingents, know that we can be 
very proud of our achievements. 

 Finally, I was very proud to have 
been the last RSM of Operation Ce-
dilla in MINURSO, and with CO Lt Col 
Peter Lambert, close off our outstand-
ing operations. 
Matt Burke OAM 
NSW State Representative
RSM of 5ASC Operation CEDILLA

The service numbered about 150 
guests and was covered by Austin 
Health PR teams.

Jude Pinkerton-Treloar OAM, APPVA 
member Don Hughes and his Assistance 
Dog Zeus
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APPVA Life Memberships awarded

Rhonda		 Copeland	
Bruce		  Relph	
Ian		  Gordon	
Mark		  Horner	
Paul		  Copeland OAM
Allan		  Thomas OAM
Elizabeth	 Hill	
Ian		  Lindgren
George 	 Gittoes 	AM
Alan		  Gray	
John		  Pearn	
Lofty		  Evans	
Kelly		  Farrugia	
David		  Vinen	
Mick		  Phelan	
Tim 		  Ford  AO
Matt		  Burke OAM
Pauline		 Richards RIP

Mark Horner Life 
Membership
It is the APPVA's pleasure to 
announce that at the recent AGM our 
Company Secretary, Mark Horner, 
was awarded a Life Membership by 
our Chairperson Rob Woods. Over 
the past six years Mark has acted 
with unquestionable integrity, and 
continuous and unselfish dedication 
to the APPVA to migrate from our 
former multiple branch structure to a 
single company limited by Guarantee.

Mark was a founding member of 
AWUNA (Albury Wodonga United 
Nations Association) and joined 
APPVA in Aug 2008. 

Previously Victorian State Vice 
and President and long term APPVA 
member after serving in Namibia in 
1989 with UNTAG 17 Construction 
Squadron.

Mark is now the APPVA Company 
Secretary since 2017.

Matt Burke OAM Life 
Membership
Matt Burke has worked tirelessly for 
the Peacekeeper Veteran Community 
in a number of organisations and 
positions since 1995 to the present 
day.  Matt was the RSM of ASC 5 to 
MINURSO (Western Sahara), which 
was the last ASC in that country.

Matt has sustained a meritorious 
presence within the APPVA (APPA) 
since our humble beginnings in 
Victoria in 2000, when I invited him to 
join our Inaugural State Conference at 

the Greensborough RSL.  From there, 
after acknowledging the benefits of a 
National and State wide Peacekeeper 
focussed- ESO, he has tirelessly 
represented Peacekeepers in Victoria, 
in particular Northern Victoria.

Matt was instrumental as the 
Inaugural President of the Albury 
Wodonga United Nations Association 
(AWUNA), which was formed as a 
result of rejection by the RSL in the 
twin Cities of the growing number of 
returned Peacekeeper Veterans of the 
early 90's and late 90's (culminating in 
INTERFET).  Matt was determined to 
have our Veterans recognised, with or 
without the RSL's assistance.

In brief, Matt has been heavily 
involved in Peacekeeping Veterans in 
the following ways:

1.	 Inaugural President of the 
AWUNA, until AWUNA amalgamated 
with APPVA - Victorian Branch.  

2.	 Matt Burke received the 
Centenary Medal in January 2001 
for his services to Veterans in Albury-
Wodonga.

2.  Became the Branch President 
of the APPVA - Victorian Branch for 
over 10 years (Approx 2002-2012).

3.  Vice Chairman of the Australian 
Peacekeeping Memorial Project 
Committee (APMPC), which was 
hosted in Canberra for well over 6 
years (Approx 2005-2012).

4.  Raised through Corporate 
sponsorship $250,000 toward the 
APMPC, through his contacts in AFL 
and Rotary Community Work.

5.  Has been the focal POC 
and organiser of numerous 
Commemorative days for Veterans 
in the Albury Wodonga Area, in 
particular Viet Nam Veterans' Day (18 
August); National Servicemen's Day 
(14 February); Peacekeeper's Day 
(14 September); and Remembrance 
Day (11 November).

6.  Matt has been a focal POC for 
Peacekeeper Veterans in the Albury/
Wodonga area and has represented 
the APPVA well.  He is consistently 
acknowledged by Local, State and 
Federal Politicians for his service to 
the veteran community.

7.  Matt is currently the NSW State 
Representative to the APPVA Pty Ltd, 
Committee of Management, as of 
2022.

APPVA life members

Rear: Paul Walker Glenn
Pinnuck Ian Mansfield 
Front: Phillip Thompson
OAM MP Matt Burke Life member Rob
Woods Chairman 
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By Paul Copeland OAM 
Founding and Life member APPVA

The thought bubble to initiate an 
Association that was focussed on the 
camaraderie and commemoration of 
returned ADF Peacekeepers came 
after a number of approaches made 
to the RSL, ADF and Peacekeeper 
Veterans themselves.

It was evident that a good number 
of returned ADF Peacekeepers 
in the early to mid-1990s were 
interested in an Association that 
commemorated their service to recent 
ADF Peacekeeping Operations 
deployments at the time.

Unfortunately, some of the 
RSL Sub-Branches were not 
interested, in terms of not returning 
correspondence made to them.  It 
was noted that to even get a place 
on ANZAC Day marching with other 
returned veterans from all wars and 
conflicts, was a significant difficulty in 
a number of States.

At the time the ADF recognised 
UN Day (24 October 1945) as 
being the commemorative date for 
Returned Peacekeepers, however 
this date did not recognise the world’s 
first Peacekeepers to deploy into the 
field in the then Dutch East Indies 
(Modern Indonesia), which was the 
14th of September 1947, which 
was an Australian Defence Force 
Contingent of four (4) Officers, under 
the auspices of United Nations Good 
Offices Commission.  

Later, during the development 
of the Association, there was also 
no recognition of the Australian 
Government, despite supporting the 
UN General Assembly Resolution 
A/RES/57/129 on 11 December 
2002, after lobbying by Ukrainian 
Peacekeeper Veterans – for an 
Internationally recognised United 
Nations International Day of United 
Nations Peacekeepers (29 May 

1948).
Up to recent times, returned 

Veterans from Peacekeeping 
Operations since 1947 were largely 
ignored, their service mis-understood 
by the Veteran Community and 
General Public.  This unique group of 
Veterans (both men and women) were 
largely unappreciated.  Their service, 
courage and sacrifice inadequately 
recognised.  Their poor Mental Health 
not understood, nor considered, 
within the ADF and DVA.

I recall after I was Aero Medically 
Evacuated (AME) out of Cambodia, 
in order to save my right leg, with my 
Surgeon telling me “I was one lucky 
fellow to keep it”; I applied for the 
Returned Wounded Servicemen’s 
Scheme.  A Scheme endorsed and 
promoted by the ADF and sponsored 
by the RSL.  The Scheme provided 
for a 2-week paid holiday to the Gold 
Coast.  Apparently this Scheme was 
active during the Viet Nam War.

I was contacted by my Medical 
Sponsoring Unit (Close to my home 
at Clifton Springs Victoria, whilst on 
Convalescence Leave recovering 
from my operation) at Fort Queenscliff, 

by the QM at the Command & Staff 
College; who asked me to come and 
see him.  I turned up on my crutches 
and was told that I was unsuccessful 
in my application, because the RSL 
Board deemed my injuries were “…
not severe enough”.  Not severe 
enough!  My femur was smashed 
in 3 places and stuck together with 
a 40cm steel rod and screws, I had 
whiplash to my neck, teeth smashed 
out of my mouth, closed dislocation of 
the Right clavicle and a fractured L4/
L5 – not to mention the PTSD!  The 
incident nearly killed me!

The QM was a former Viet Nam 
Veteran, who was in disbelief himself 
as to the decision made by the RSL 
Board.  He suggested that I appeal 
the decision.  I said I would, however 
after returning home, I was highly 
disheartened by the decision and 
decided that no matter what I did, 
I would get yet another knock back.  
So, I canned it.

This was a critical turning point for 
me.  I had no idea of what lay ahead 
for my future, I didn’t know if I was 
going to be kicked out of the Army 
because of my injuries, my Special 

An anecdotal history
of APPVA
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Forces (SF) career plans were now 
over, no idea of the Veteran Support 
System; and I had just been rejected 
by a bunch of out of touch old codgers 
who had no understanding of what I 
went through in the circumstances of 
my unfortunate incident in Cambodia, 
whilst deployed on War Service.

Upon returning to duties, I was 
posted out of my Special Forces 
unit and sent to a Strategic Unit in 
Melbourne. I didn’t want to be there.  
I was depressed yet determined to 
keep soldiering on.  Within my Unit, 
there were a number of returned 
veterans from Cambodia, Western 
Sahara, Somalia and Sinai.  It was the 
case of being deployed on a high and 
returning home to a low. We seemed 
to be the odd group out from the 
others and stuck together.

An ”UNTAC Association” was 
raised with many Officers and some 
WOs and Senior NCOs from the 
Force Communications Unit (FCU) 
pushing the gambit.  I queried what 
could the UNTAC Association do?  
It was basically to maintain the 
camaraderie of those who had served 
in Cambodia.  I was sort of interested 
but thought we could go further than 
just Cambodia (UNTAC).  I became a 
member but wanted to see something 
a little more in line with an active 
organisation.  The ADF had a number 
of significant “firsts” in the early 1990s, 
in terms of Peacekeeping Operations 
and deployments, which included 
Namibia, Somalia, MFO Sinai and a 
little later Rwanda.

I became more aware of the 
poor understanding of my service 
from the Veteran Community and 
also the General Population.  At 
ANZAC Day in 1995, I attended the 
Fort Queenscliff Dawn Service in 
my Service Dress with my parents 
and then girlfriend (now my wife).  I 
stood next to the Victorian Parliament 
Local Member, who engaged me in 
discussion, before saying: “…are 
those your Dad’s medals?”  Before 
I could reply, my father Jim, who 
was a 23-year veteran of the RAAF 
and served in South Viet Nam and 
Malaysia, promptly let him know that I 
was wearing my own medals.  I didn’t 

see too much of that politician after 
that, of which he didn’t survive the 
State Elections a year later. 

It seemed to me that we were 
very much of an unknown entity as 
veterans in our own right.  In later 
years, I attend a dedication of an ADF 
Memorial in Warrnambool in South 
West Victoria, where some older 
veterans from WW2 commented that 
my job only consisted of “…giving 
out lollies to kids on a street corner 
with a blue beret on my head…”  That 
is an analogy that I continue to use 
to this day to highlight just how mis-
understood Returned Peacekeepers 
really are in our community.

I came up with the idea of 
recruiting recently returned veterans 
into an Association.  Whilst I perhaps 
relied on mateship and knowing 
many of those who had deployed in 
the early to mid 1990s; I was later 
deployed to the MFO Sinai in 1995-
1996, which affirmed my belief to 
attempt to establish a Peacekeeping 
Association, that looked after those 
who had served on Peacekeeping 
Operations (PKO).

I was posted to Toowoomba in 

Queensland upon my Return to 
Australia (RTA) and quickly put 
out the word of the necessity of a 
collaborative Association. I made 
up several newsletters over time 
and dispatched them widely, mainly 
in the ADF community. Perhaps as 
a result of this, I was contacted by 
the President of the Kallangur (Pine 
Rivers) RSL, who invited participation 
of ADF Peacekeepers to the recently 
commissioned Peacekeeper’s 
Memorial at that RSL in May 1995.  It is 
believed that this is the first Memorial 
dedicated to Australian Peacekeepers 
to be built and dedicated.

I agreed to this and convinced 
my CO, who was also a recently 
Returned Peacekeeper (COMASC 
ASC 5 OP CEDILLA), that it was a 
good idea.  So, on 24 October 1996 
we had our first Commemorative 
service.  It was a success.  A small 
group of seven (7) people, including 
myself, gathered at a table, with the 
CO of then 2/3FER and discussed the 
merits of an Association.  Many in the 
room that day agreed, and hence the 
start of the APPVA began
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A proud day for signal regiment
Two prestigious commendations were 
awarded to the 1st Signal Regiment 
during a parade at Gallipoli Barracks 
this week.

An Honour Distinction and Theatre 
Honour were awarded to the regiment 
for operations in the Western Sahara 
from 1991-1994, and East Timor from 
1999-2003.

About 150 soldiers from the 
regiment marched in the parade 
on September 6 during the awards 
ceremony in the presence of the 
Governor-General, General (retd) Sir 
David Hurley.

Commanding Officer 1st Signal 
Regiment, Lieutenant Colonel 
Mathew Hegarty, said the parade was 
an important occasion to honour the 
efforts of soldiers who represented 
the regiment in the past, and those 
who continue to uphold its standards.

“Receiving the Honour Distinction 
and Theatre Honour is very significant 
for the 1st Signal Regiment,” 
Lieutenant Colonel Hegarty said.

“It is recognition of the regiment’s 
important work during these operations.

“It is a very proud day for us and 
we hope our comrades past share the 
pride that we feel.”

It is the only Australian Army unit 
to have been awarded the Honour 
Distinction ‘Western Sahara’, and 
only one of two Army units to have 
received an Honour Distinction since 
the inception of the award. 

Honour Distinctions are awarded 
for exceptional performance by units 
and sub-units of any corps while 
deployed on warlike or non-warlike 
operations.

Between 1991 and 1994, members 
of the 1st Signal Regiment deployed to 
Laayoune under Operation Cedilla as 
part of the United Nations Mission for 
the Referendum in Western Sahara 
(MINURSO). The regiment’s primary 
role was the provision of combat net 
radio from the force headquarters in 
Laayoune to sector headquarters and 
other subordinate elements. 

The Honour Distinction recognises 
the regiment’s significant contribution 
to, and outstanding leadership of, all 
five contingents (225 personnel in 
total) deployed on Op Cedilla. It also 
acknowledges the difficult and austere 
conditions faced by each contingent 
as they sought to operate in a hostile 
and dangerous environment, with 
limited resources and support from 
the host nation. 

In 1999, the regiment deployed 
to East Timor (now Timor-Leste) 
to provide communications and 
logistical support to the deployed joint 
force headquarters. This deployment 
formed a significant measure of 
Australia’s initial contribution to 
Operation Stabilise and, subsequently, 
Operation Warden.

The regiment continued to provide 
individual rotations to East Timor 
throughout the entire campaign, and 
its service has been recognised with 
the addition of a streamer to the 
Princess Anne banner.
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6 September 2022

Good morning.

It is an absolute delight for Linda and 
me to be back here at Enoggera after 
many years absence and to be part of 
a very special parade in the life of 1st 
Signal Regiment.

I acknowledge the traditional 
owners of the land on which we meet 
and pay my respects to their elders, 
past and present, emerging leaders 
and all Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islanders gathered here today.

I would also like to acknowledge:

•	 Major General Scott Winter, 
Commander 1st Division, 
representing the Chief of the 
Defence Force and the Chief of 
Army, and senior members of the 
Australian Defence Force

•	 Veterans of MINURSO and former 
members of 1st Joint Support Unit

•	 1st Signal Regiment, families and 
friends.

Congratulations to all involved in 
this parade. You've done well and kept 

up the reputation of the Regiment.
Congratulations to the men and 

women of 1st Signal Regiment on 
your Honour Distinction Western 
Sahara and Theatre Honour East 
Timor (1999-2003).

An Honour Distinction is recognition 
for an exceptional performance by a 
unit while deployed on both warlike and 
non-warlike operations, particularly 
when undertaking a role or tasks for 
which they have not been trained.

A Theatre Honour (Streamer) 
is recognition for a creditable 

Presentation of Honours to 1st 
Signal Regiment, Gallipoli Barracks, 
Enoggera, Brisbane

His Excellency General the Honourable David Hurley, AC, DSC, (Retd), Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia, 
joins Lieutenant Colonel Mathew Hegarty as they inspects the parade during the 1st Signal Regiment Honours Parade, Gallipoli 
Barracks, Brisbane. Defence images.
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performance of an allocated task in a 
theatre of operations.

These are formal descriptions of 
the awards. They do not necessarily 
capture the commitment, hard work 
or the sacrifice that went into the 
respective operational performances.

This gathering will be very familiar 
with the history and achievements of 
1st Signal Regiment.

The Regiment has made — and 
continues to make — an outstanding 
contribution to ADF operations.

The mission of Australian Service 
contingents in North Africa was to 
support the UN-led peacekeeping 
mission for the Referendum in 
Western Sahara (MINURSO).

The rotations of Operation 
CEDILLA  faced many difficulties, 
particularly during the early rotations 
of the deployment.

They were operating in an isolated 
and uncertain environment, their 
presence was not wholly supported 
by the host nation, and they were 
prevented from bringing their own 
equipment into the country.

But they rose to the occasion — 
they adapted, they improvised, and 
they performed roles beyond their 
area of responsibility.

Those not posted to 1st Signal 
Regiment at the time, but deployed 
alongside its members on the five 
Australian Service Contingent 

rotations under Operation CEDILLA, 
made critical contributions to the 
success of the mission.

Said Colonel D. Sievwright, the 
British Chief Operations Officer on 
the first UN deployment: ‘The whole 
group of Australians was very good. 
They were definitely a force multiplier.’

I have served with the Brits and 
that is an understatement. I would 
say, in Australian terms, you did a 
bloody good job!

The Regiment’s service in North 
Africa was not without sacrifice.

Major Susan Felsche, the Medical 
Officer on rotation 4, became the first 
Australian Army female to be killed on 
overseas duty since World War 2.

Major Felsche’s widower, Mr 
Klaus Felsche, is here with us today. 
To you again, Klaus, we extend our 
condolences and thank you for your 
family's service. Susan’s sacrifice and 
service to our nation has not been 
and will never be forgotten.

In March 2020 in Canberra I had 
the honour of presenting the Theatre 
Honour ‘East Timor 1999 to 2003’ to 
the Australian Army.

I said to the many members of 
the Army present at that parade that 
operations conducted in East Timor 
between 1999 and 2003 — WARDEN, 
STABILISE, TANAGER and CITADEL 
— were central to their professional 
development and identity.

It was a highly successful period in 
our Army’s history.

In 1999, the Regiment deployed 
to East Timor as the 1st Joint Support 
Unit to provide communications and 
logistical support to the Deployed 
Joint Force Headquarters.

The Regiment played a significant 
role in providing direct support 
to Australia’s initial contribution 
to Operation STABILISE and, 
subsequently, Operation WARDEN. 
Thereafter, the Regiment continued 
to provide individual rotations to East 
Timor throughout that entire campaign.

The result of Army’s commitment 
and hard work and those members of 
this regiment who served there was 
the creation of a new nation, Timor-
Leste.

Timor-Leste remains a good friend 
of Australia. Indeed, on Thursday 
Linda and I will have the privilege of 
officially welcoming His Excellency 
Jose Ramos-Horte, President of the 
Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste, 
to Australia.

The Army’s service in Timor-Leste 
was also not without sacrifice.

We think particularly today of 
CPL Stuart Jones and LCPL Russell 
Eisenhuth who died during the 
operation and all those who bear 
physical or psychological scars from 
their service.

In closing, I want to acknowledge 
the families and loved ones of 
Australian Army members, past and 
present, and of 1st Signal Regiment. 
Your support cannot be overstated; 
it is critical to the ongoing health 
and welfare, indeed capability, of the 
Australian Defence Force.

Finally, to the men and women of 
1st Signal Regiment — those serving 
today and those who have served 
throughout their distinguished history:

•	 enjoy this moment with colleagues 
and family

•	 celebrate your many achievements
•	 aspire to uphold the traditions and 

spirit of these honours.

You not only inherited the Anzac 
legacy, but you have and will continue 
to build upon it.

For that you can be very proud. 
Congratulations.

(right) His Excellency General the Honourable David Hurley, AC, DSC, (Retd), 
Governor- General of the Commonwealth of Australia, (left) Commanding Officer 
of the 1st Signal Regiment Lieutenant Colonel Mathew Hegarty, and Australian 
Army veterans, hold the certificate for the Honour Distinctions during the 1st Signal 
Regiment Honours Parade, Gallipoli Barracks, Brisbane




