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From the President’s Desk
Happy New Year and welcome back to all our members, 
constituents and onlookers. 10 January 2018 marked the 
25th anniversary of the commencement of Australia’s 
significant contribution to peacekeeping operations in 
Somalia. “In late 1992 a catastrophic humanitarian disaster 
compounded by a complete breakdown in civil order 
plunged Somalia into chaos. “In response to the crisis 
Australia deployed forces from all three Services with the 
Australian contribution to the Unified Task Force – Somalia 
(UNITAF) arriving in Somalia in January 1993. 

Close to 1,000 personnel with land forces centred on 
the Army’s 1st Battalion, the Royal Australian Regiment 
(1RAR), with significant contributions from a number of 
other units. The Royal Australian Navy deployed HMAS 
Tobruk and HMAS Jervis Bay with both ships providing 
important logistical support.

The Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) were used to move 
the Australian Forces to and from the conflict area and 
conducted regular resupply missions. “RAAF personnel 
also served in Somalia as air traffic controllers and in airfield 
management roles and members of the Australian Army 
were deployed to the town of Baidoa about 240km north-
west of Mogadishu in January 1993 where banditry and 
warlord intimidation were rife “Australians were successful 
at fostering and protecting humanitarian relief efforts and 
won international praise for their efforts in trying to restore 
law and order and re-establishing functional legal, social 
and economic systems. 

“The lessons learnt from working with non-government 
organisations, building local security infrastructure and 
enabling local community governance continue to inform 
the Australian Defence Forces’ humanitarian and counter-
insurgency operations today.”

The Hon Michael McCormack MP, Minister of Veterans’ 
Affairs acknowledges the 1,500 Australians served in 
Somalia from 1992–94, four were wounded or injured—
and one Australian soldier—infantryman Lance Corporal 
Shannon McAliney was accidentally killed on 2 April 1993.

Minister McCormack remembers him especially today 
and pay tribute to his service and sacrifice. His efforts are 
particularly significant as Forbes, his birthplace, is in the 
Ministers Riverina electorate which has given mightily to 
the military efforts of this nation right back to the Second 
Boer War.

Minister McCormack MP was pleased to see the Coalition 
Government provided nearly $29,000 to assist 1RAR and 
the Australian Naval Association to commemorate this 
anniversary, Australia has a proud history of peacekeeping 
having participated in multinational peacekeeping 
operations since the first intervention in the Dutch East 
Indies in 1947. Our Defence Force has made a significant 
contribution to worldwide peace operations and today we 
recognise the peacekeepers who served in Somalia and 
those who continue to serve in countries around the world.

The Ex-Service Organisation Round Table (ESORT) met 

for the 38th time in Canberra on  10 November 2017.

The Chair welcomed Heather Evans and Maree Sirois, from 
the Partners of Veterans and Defence Families Australia 
respectively, to their first meeting as a new member of 
the ESORT. A minute’s silence was observed to mark the 
passing of AVM Brent Espland, National President of the 
Royal Australian Air Force Association (RAAFA). 

Members were addressed by the Minister for Veterans’ 
Affairs, the Hon Dan Tehan MP.

The Minister began by highlighting his August 2017 
ministerial statement regarding veterans and thanked 
members of the Alliance of Defence Service Organisations 
(ADSO) for their initial response to his challenge for the 
Ex-Service Organisation community to speak with one 
voice.  He advised that another ministerial statement would 
occur in 12 months and he would look forward to updating 
Parliament on the progress of the ex-service community 
in this regard.  The Minister raised initiatives coming from 
the government’s response to the Senate inquiry, The 
Constant Battle: Suicide by Veterans and topics discussed 
during the recent Veterans Ministers’ Roundtable, including 
transition, housing, aged care and the need for greater 
sharing of data across states and territories.

The Minister concluded his remarks by acknowledging 
the work of retiring ESORT members Narelle Bromhead 
of Partners of Veterans and Tony Relph of Legacy.  He 
commented on the professional way both had engaged with 
him and the tenacious manner in which they advocated on 
behalf of all veterans and their families. 

Rehabilitation & Support Update

Members were provided with a presentation regarding 
DVA’s Rehabilitation Success Stories series.  The series 
intends to publicise stories about veterans who have 
experienced successful rehabilitation outcomes following 
their participation in a DVA rehabilitation plan.   Members 
were provided with updates regarding the Prime Minister’s 
Veterans Employment Program and information on how the 
Australian Government is streamlining grant administration 
by transitioning to an on-line Community Grants Hub from 
early 2018.  

Health & Community Services Update

Members received updates relating to the Non-Generic 
Medication Price Increase; Trial of Assistance Dogs for 
Veterans with Posttraumatic Stress Disorder; Dental and 
Allied Health Review; Transition and Wellbeing Research 
Programme; and Veterans‘ Home Care Tender.

Legislation Update

A summary was provided of activities during a DVA 
legislation workshop, held the day before ESORT.  
Members acknowledged and agreed the workshop had 
been a success with DVA committing to hold a follow up 
event.  Members were provided with information regarding 
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improvements to DVA webpages.  The improvements 
are designed to assist the public in navigating recent and 
proposed changes to DVA related legislation.

Transformation

Members were updated on the Department’s 
Transformation initiatives, including the success of the new 
MyService, which now has had over 539 clients registered.  
When pursuing Veteran Centric Reform, the importance of 
continuing co-design was emphasised with a pilot program 
using a Special Air Service cohort highlighted. 

Client & Commemorations

Members were updated on Domestic and International 
commemorations that the Department will be delivering in 
2018, including:

•	 The 75th Anniversary of the Battle of the Atlantic
•	 	25th Anniversary of the arrival of 1RAR task group in 

Somalia
•	 	50th Anniversary of the Battles of Fire Support Coral 

and Balmoral.

Member Submissions

Presentations were received from the War Widows’ Guild 
of Australia, Partners of Veterans Association of Australia, 
Royal Australian Regiment Corporation, and Vietnam 
Veterans Association of Australia on the following topics 
were discussed by members:

•	 Aged Care Fees;
•	 	GST Exemptions for Cars;
•	 	The Defence Home Ownership Assistance Scheme;
•	 	Mental Health Care;
•	 	The Men’s Health Peer Education Program; and
•	 	The American ‘GI Bill’.

The next meeting of the ESORT will be held in Canberra 
on Friday 9 March 2018.

The APPVA had its first meeting in 2018 on the 23 January 
2018, it was good to catch up with my fellow executives 
and discuss issues before the association. This is a very 
testing time for the association as we aim to ensure we 
continue to be open and transparent with our issues to all 
levels of government for the betterment of membership 
and constituents nationally.
Allan Thomas
National President
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UN base attack ramps up security fears 
for vunerable civilians in Eastern Congo
What international news there has been from the 
Democratic Republic of Congo recently has centred on the 
unfolding humanitarian catastrophe in the south-central 
Kasai region. But the killing of at least 14 Tanzanian UN 
peacekeepers last week turned the spotlight momentarily 
onto the country’s eastern North Kivu province.

Far from being an isolated incident, the large-scale assault 
on the blue helmets’ base occurred amid a chronic and 
worsening security crisis in the neglected region that has 
deadly humanitarian implications for the civilian population.

It is still unclear who engaged MONUSCO’s Force 
Intervention Brigade for several hours on 7 December 
at its base at Semuliki in North Kivu’s Beni Territory – an 
indication itself of the region’s convoluted and constantly 
evolving conflict dynamics.

According to the UN’s emergency aid coordination arm, 
OCHA, more than one million people in North Kivu are 
displaced, including more than 400,000 who have fled their 
homes this year.

The Congolese state barely has a foothold in the east – an 
absence that partly explains the insecurity – and so the 
work of helping the population to cope with the protracted 
crisis is left largely to outside actors such as UN agencies 
and NGOs. This task is made much harder by mountainous 
terrain, dense rainforests, and a dearth of roads.

Parties to the violence include: dozens of non-state armed 
groups in constantly changing configurations; the national 
army, the FARDC, which mounts frequent offensives 
against these groups and which has regularly been 

accused of carrying out attacks on civilians; MONUSCO, 
which, despite its strained relations with the Congolese 
government, sometimes deploys alongside the FARDC 
in counter-insurgency operations; and criminal gangs that 
engage in kidnapping and banditry.

Blurred lines
As Médecins Sans Frontières pointed out in an analysis 
published earlier this year, the lines between the armed 
groups and criminals are blurred.

“Armed robberies and kidnappings can take place in order 
to finance an armed campaign with a political objective 
and, inversely, armed clashes over territory take place in 
order to extract resources as an economic objective in and 
of itself,” it said. “Since those responsible for both political 
and criminal violence are largely the same, the intent of the 
violence becomes nebulous.”

Much of the FARDC’s rank-and-file is made up of poorly 
trained and ill-paid former members of armed groups 
recruited as part of disarmament and reintegration 
programs.

As well as prompting mass displacement, the violence in 
eastern Congo has left local communities with very limited 
access to healthcare, at the mercy of shortages of both 
basic drugs and medical personnel. Agricultural production 
is also well below the potential offered by the fertile soil; 
while unemployment and corruption are rife.

MSF identified some specific medical consequences of the 
region’s displacement, including malaria, other infectious 
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Christian Jepsen/NRC More than a million people in North Kivu province are displaced 

diseases, and malnutrition, especially in the camps. 
“Sexual violence, in addition to diarrhoea and respiratory 
infections from difficult living conditions, [is] common to 
all communities rather than just the conflict-affected,” the 
study added.

The backdrop to the problems in the east, and in Kasai, is 
a political crisis set off by President Joseph Kabila’s refusal 
to step down at the end of 2016, when his second term in 
office expired.

Congo is still trying to recover almost 15 years after a civil 
war that tied in several of its neighbours and claimed up to 
six million lives, either from fighting or because of disease 
and malnutrition.

Some 8.5 million people need emergency assistance and 
protection across the vast country, which is about four 
times the size of France and facing one of the world’s 
largest and most intractable humanitarian crises.

Who attacked the Peacekeepers?
MONUSCO has attributed the deadly raid on its base, 
which lies close to the Ugandan border, to “suspected 
ADF elements”, referring to members of the murky Allied 
Democratic Forces group.

Established in the region for 20 years, the ADF, now well 
embedded in the local community through ties of marriage, 
trade, and ad hoc alliances with other armed groups, has 
been widely blamed for a spate of massacres of civilians in 
the Beni area that began in earnest in October 2014 and 
were mainly carried out with machetes.

At least 800 people have been killed and 180,000 people 
displaced due to the violence, according to the Congo 
Research Group, an independent non-profit.

With alleged Islamist leanings, the ADF makes for a 
convenient scapegoat, but the tendency to attribute every 
atrocity in Beni Territory to the group obscures the area’s 
complex and deep-rooted conflict dynamics, political 
power struggles, and inter-communal rivalries (explored in 
great detail here).

For example, in 2015, the UN’s Joint Human Rights Office 
reported that soldiers from the FARDC’s 809th regiment 
took part in attacks on civilians alongside ADF fighters.

And a senior FARDC officer, Brig. Gen. Muhindo Akili 
Mundos, has repeatedly been accused in Congolese 
parliamentary reports, as well as those by the UN’s 
investigatory Group of Experts, of being behind civilian 
massacres in the region.

Numerous calls for an international criminal enquiry into 
the atrocities committed in the region have so far gone 
unheeded, while few are convinced that ongoing military 
trials of suspects will deliver justice.

False flag operation?
According to Jason Stearns, director of the Congo Research 
Group, preliminary reports indicate that at least some of 
the MONUSCO base attackers wore FARDC uniforms. 
Other reports have described hundreds of heavily armed 
assailants.
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The scale and intensity of the assault, not to mention the 
uniforms, have led some observers to conclude that the 
attack was beyond the capabilities of local actors and 
therefore had to involve the Congolese state in some kind 
of “false flag” operation.

Jean-Claude Maswana, a Congolese analyst working as 
a professor of economics in Japan’s Tsukuba University, 
accused the president of deliberately fomenting insecurity 
in the country, including in Kasai, to justify delaying 
elections and appointing his own successor.

“No matter how you see it, this latest killing is likely to 
be an operation by Kabila,” he said. “Even the original 
ADF [when it was better organised and stronger] couldn’t 
sustain a fight [lasting several hours] against Tanzanian 
soldiers. All this indicates a level of planning, organisation, 
and mastery of heavy weapons that even the original ADF 
can’t possibly have.”

Stearns wouldn’t go that far but said it was unlikely the 
group had acquired such significant firepower and possible 
it could have acted in concert with others.

“It’s true that the ADF have positions to the north of the 
Mbau-Kamango road [on which the MONUSCO base lies] 
and probably took part in the attack,” he told IRIN. “But in 
the past the ADF have often collaborated with other groups 
in the region, Mai-Mais and local militias, and it is possible 
this is the case this time too.”

Stearns suggested the aim of the attack might have been to 
gain control of the Mbau-Kamango road so as to dominate 
the zone.

Clara Padovan/UN  FARDC troops in Beni territory, North Kivu province 

Fear of more violence
Thousands of displaced civilians in the region have only 
recently returned to their villages after fleeing a wave of 
atrocities in 2014 and 2015.

Residents of Mbau, a village located at the western end of 
the key artery, nearer the main city of Beni, told IRIN that 
the attack added to people’s constant fear of violence.

If the base’s attackers “were able to inflict so much damage 
on well-trained and well-armed soldiers, what will happen 
if they decided to attack civilians again, as they did in the 
past,” said Sesele Darlose, one recent returnee.

Other high-profile attacks have also unsettled people’s 
frayed nerves here. In October, 26 civilians were killed 
on the Mbau-Kamango road. Survivors said the attackers 
were dressed in new army uniforms.

“No one finds the presence of soldiers on this road 
reassuring,” a headman told IRIN in the village of Mukoko, 
asking not to be identified by name. “Those who attack us 
wear the same uniforms as the government army. That’s 
why the villages are abandoned.”

But what about the peacekeepers? They also “can hardly 
protect themselves,” he added.
Source: IRIN- http://www.irinnews.org/analysis/2017/12/15/un-
base-attack-ramps-security-fears-vulnerable-civil ians-eastern-
congo?utm_source=IRIN+-+the+inside+story+on+emergencies&u
tm_campaign=4691e7da6b-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_WEEKLY_
ENGLISH&utm_med ium=emai l&u tm_te rm=0_d842d98289-
4691e7da6b-75474985

UN
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Margaret Besheer
The U.N. secretary-general is urging authorities in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo not to further delay general 
elections but to hold them, as promised, at the end of this 
year.

“In the current politically polarized climate, there is a real 
risk that plans for the holding of the long-awaited polls could 
be derailed once again,” Antonio Guterres wrote in his 
quarterly report to the Security Council on the work of the 
U.N. stabilization mission in DRC, known as MONUSCO.

The government and opposition signed an agreement 
Dec. 31, 2016, calling for President Joseph Kabila to step 
down after elections were held in 2017. But the promised 
polls have been repeatedly delayed, inciting civil unrest 
and prompting fears that the 46-year-old Kabila may seek 
to further extend his 17-year-long rule.

The elections, which are also to include legislative and 
provincial contests, have been rescheduled for Dec. 23, 
2018.

“The government, the ruling majority, the opposition and 
civil society, and the Electoral Commission must all play 
their part in ensuring that electoral preparations proceed 
in a timely fashion,” U.N. Peacekeeping Chief Jean-Pierre 
Lacroix told a meeting of the Security Council on Tuesday. 
“Further delays in the electoral process not only risk fueling 
political tensions, but also compounding an already fragile 

UN Chief urges DRC elections to 
go ahead as scheduled 

Above and bottom right : Congolese protest against President Joseph Kabila's refusal to step down from 
power in Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of Congo, Dec. 31, 2017. 

security situation.”

Lacroix’s office oversees the MONUSCO mission which, 
with more than 21,000 personnel and an annual budget of 
over a billion dollars, is the U.N.’s biggest peacekeeping 
operation. It recently suffered the loss of 15 Tanzanian 
peacekeepers in an ambush in the volatile eastern part of 
the country.

On Dec. 31, state security forces forcibly put down anti-
Kabila protests organized by Catholic activists, and at 
least five protesters were reported killed, further raising 
concerns.

 The elections, which are also to include legislative and 
provincial contests, have been rescheduled for Dec. 23, 
2018.

“The government, the ruling majority, the opposition and 
civil society, and the Electoral Commission must all play 
their part in ensuring that electoral preparations proceed 
in a timely fashion,” U.N. Peacekeeping Chief Jean-Pierre 
Lacroix told a meeting of the Security Council on Tuesday. 
“Further delays in the electoral process not only risk fueling 
political tensions, but also compounding an already fragile 
security situation.”

Lacroix’s office oversees the MONUSCO mission which, 
with more than 21,000 personnel and an annual budget of 
over a billion dollars, is the U.N.’s biggest peacekeeping 
operation. It recently suffered the loss of 15 Tanzanian 
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Democratic Republic of Congo President Joseph 
Kabila and U.N. Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres shake hands during the U.N. General 
Assembly, New York, Sept. 23, 2017.

peacekeepers in an ambush in the volatile eastern part of 
the country.

On Dec. 31, state security forces forcibly put down anti-
Kabila protests organized by Catholic activists, and at 
least five protesters were reported killed, further raising 
concerns.

DRC U.N. Ambassador Ignace Gata Mavita wa Lufuta 
dismissed the allegations, saying the five deaths had 
nothing to do with the protests and were of separate 
incidents involving mainly criminal elements. He reiterated 
the Kabila government’s willingness to hold elections.

“While we wait for elections scheduled on 23 of December 
of this year, the right attitude of all political actors and all 

the Congolese people should be to do everything possible 
to prepare for the smooth holding of these elections in a 
peaceful atmosphere,” the envoy said.

Several security council members expressed concern 
about the security situation, the violation of human rights, 
and the need for the elections to go ahead as scheduled.

“Credible, transparent and peaceful elections leading to a 
peaceful and democratic transition are necessary for the 
stability of the DRC, and indeed the entire region,” France’s 
U.N. envoy Francois Delattre told the meeting. He warned 
that “stagnation in the political process” would only add to 
the instability threatening the region.

Ivory Coast, which joined the council on Jan. 1 as a non-
permanent member, urged all parties to hold the elections 
on time and expressed concern at the recent violence 
around the protests.

“My delegation is concerned at the recent protests that 
led to loss of life, significant material damage and many 
arrests of protesters,” Ambassador Bernard Tanoh-
Boutchoue said. He urged all political stakeholders to 
exercise restraint and avoid violence.

Equatorial Guinea is also a new council member, and its 
envoy Anatolio Ndong Mba advocated that all stakeholders 
participate in “transparent, frank and inclusive, and good 
faith dialogue.”

As part of its mandate, the U.N. mission in DRC is 
supporting the electoral process, and providing logistical 
and technical support to the Electoral Commission for 
voter registration and other electoral activities.
Source: UN Wire - https://www.voanews.com/a/un-chief-democratic-
republic-congo-elections/4200631.html
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In-depth - the human cost of cuts to 
the Peacekeeping mission in Congo

Lauren Spink  - Peacekeeping advisor at the Centre for 
Civilians in Conflict
WASHINGTON, 10 January 2018

Violence in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo took a turn for the worse in 2017 
and the New Year is unlikely to bring 
much relief to Congolese civilians.

Political repression in the last two weeks resulted in at least 
eight civilian deaths and over 100 arrests, while conflict 
and rights abuses continue across much of the troubled 
country, especially in the volatile east.

With the administration of US President Donald Trump 
focused on reducing the price tag for both peacekeeping 
and the United Nations, American and UN officials will 
need to understand how these budget cuts are affecting 
the ability of peacekeepers to protect civilians.

The peacekeeping operation in Congo, known as 
MONUSCO, was the first to face cuts in 2017 and provides 
valuable lessons that should be learned before further cuts 

are considered.

The month of December exemplified the escalating 
insecurity in the country.

It began with the most deadly attack on peacekeepers 
since the MONUSCO mission was first deployed in 1999. 
The assault on a base in Beni left 14 UN soldiers dead, 
one missing, and many more seriously injured.

Analysts believe it was perpetrated by the Alliance of 
Democratic Forces – one of dozens of rebel groups 
operating in eastern Congo.

Find our comprehensive coverage: Crumbling Congo – the 
making of a humanitarian emergency

In the following weeks, Congolese security forces and 
rebel groups subjected civilians to hundreds of human 
rights violations. The abuses included killings, abductions, 
sexual violence, displacement, and extortion.

2017 closed with the Congolese government violently 
repressing protests against President Joseph Kabila’s 
refusal to step down by the end of the year as agreed in 
negotiations between the government and opposition in 

MONUSCO special forces training in the eastern province of North Kivu. CREDIT: Sylvain Liechti/MONUSCO)
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An Ethiopian thaw, a Syrian flare-up, and an Afghan 
reprieve: The Cheat Sheet

December 2016.

Despite the growing threats to Congolese civilians 
throughout 2017, MONUSCO’s troop levels were reduced 
in March and its budget cut by eight percent in June. These 
cuts were largely driven by the US administration’s goal 
of shrinking peacekeeping costs and consequently US 
financial contributions.

US Ambassador to the UN Nikki Haley has branded the 
cuts to MONUSCO and other peacekeeping operations as 
an attempt to promote efficiency.

However, unless the United States and the UN learn 
lessons from the last round of budget cuts, saved US 
dollars could mean more civilian lives lost in Congo.

Detailing the problems

A report from the Centre for Civilians in Conflict released 
today details how the short timeline in which MONUSCO 
was required to downsize was problematic.

In order to reduce troop levels last March, MONUSCO 
rushed the closure of five bases in North Kivu Province.

The condensed timeline resulted in a lack of adequate 
consultation between MONUSCO’s military leadership 
and the mission’s civilian personnel, who carry out critical 
activities to protect civilians, such as monitoring human 
rights violations, resolving local conflict through dialogue, 
supporting community self-protection strategies, and 
convincing armed actors to demobilise.

Coordination helps ensure that the UN mission’s military 
component can provide the security that civilian personnel 
need to access conflict-affected areas.

MONUSCO’s withdrawal from some areas has raised 
concerns that violence against civilians will increase in the 
resulting security vacuum. In the time allowed, MONUSCO 
was unable to put in place many of the mitigating measures 
they had identified to protect civilians ahead of the closures, 
such as implementing training to strengthen local security 
forces and building the capacity of civil society groups to 
carry out protection activities.

The mission is now working to take some of these steps 
retroactively.

With fewer bases and less field presence, MONUSCO 
adopted a new protection strategy that relies on mobility 
rather than a static field presence to protect civilians.

The strategy, called “protection through projection”, depends 
on short-term field visits carried out by the mission’s civilian 
and military staff to areas where MONUSCO bases have 
closed or where a security situation is deteriorating.

For almost two decades, UN member states and analysts 
have called for more mobile and flexible peacekeeping 
operations, but it is unclear whether MONUSCO’s new 
model can succeed.

More comprehensive and better joint planning between 
mission components would help the chances of success. 
Without consistent field presence in high-risk areas, 
MONUSCO will need to continue to develop strategies for 
remotely monitoring threats that allow them to prevent and 
pre-empt violence.

It will also require increased outreach to manage 
community expectations. These activities hinge on the 
mission’s civilian personnel. Unfortunately, MONUSCO’s 
aviation assets and the travel budget for its civilian staff 
were both cut in 2017. The loss of air assets and travel 
funds will make increased mobility difficult.

The overarching lesson that UN member states need to 
learn is that haphazard budget cuts to individual missions 
will not in themselves make peacekeeping operations 
more efficient or effective.

UN member states, UN secretariat officials, and UN 
peacekeeping missions will need to work together to do 
the long-term and difficult work of identifying and reducing 
inefficiencies, many of which originate in the bureaucracy 
of UN headquarters and the political turf battles of member 
states. Otherwise, the US government may save some 
money in the short-term, at a steep cost to civilians 
in Congo and for other conflicts where peacekeeping 
missions are deployed.

As one civilian stated after a MONUSCO base was closed 
in his town: “Personally, I don’t know of, nor do I have, any 
hope for another way to be protected.”
Source: - IRIN http://www.irinnews.org/opinion/2018/01/10/human-cost-
cuts-peacekeeping-mission-congo?utm_source=IRIN+-+the+inside+
story+on+emergencies&utm_campaign=ed25d79e75-RSS_EMAIL_
ENGLISH_ALL&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d842d98289-
ed25d79e75-15726101
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I recently conducted training for a Float Endorsement through Port Macquarie Seaplanes. Judy, the instructor, 
charter operator and owner is truly dedicated to float flying and her customers. I was provided with a great 
training environment and a world of knowledge. Not at all was I pressured into doing unnecessary training 
and feel confident as a float plane pilot.   

Caleb
Definitely worth a trip up with Judy to show you the sights if just for a pleasure flight but highly recommend 
for seaplane endorsement. Judy was a perfect instructor and it was such a pleasure to learn to fly with her. 
Thank you......   

Howard

Floatplane Endorsement
It's Challenging, It's Demanding
- But It's Fun & It's Exhilarating!

There's no better way to hone your skills than on our Seaplane in 
stunning picturesque surroundings with one of the country's most 
passionate instructors.

 
Join Port Macquarie Seaplanes for a wonderful experience.

 Imagine the thrill of taking-off and landing on water and experiencing the
magnificent scenery of Port Macquarie and the beautiful Mid North Coast of NSW.

1 Short Street Port Macquarie • Phone. 0404 684 212
www.portmacquarieseaplanes.com.au

Or visit us on the wharf at Port Macquarie

SCENIC FLIGHTS • DESIGN YOUR OWN CHARTER • GIFT VOUCHERS

a: 1 Short St  Port Macquarie NSW 2444
m: 0404 684 212
e: info@portmacquarieseaplanes.com.au
w: portmacquarieseaplanes.com.au

Port Macquarie Seaplanes.indd   1 19-Feb-18   10:27:34 AM
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FEATURE STORY

Cabinet papers: Peacekeepers haunted 
by the horrors of Rwanda
Kevin O’Halloran was a 34-year-old 
Platoon sergeant when he served 
in Rwanda in 1995, standing by 
— restrained by strict UN rules of 
engagement — as the violence 
exploded following the mass 
slaughter of mainly Tutsi people by 
Hutu militants.

He was in one of two Australian 
contingents sent with the UN to 
quell the genocide of the Tutsi as 
growing tensions in 1994 escalated 
into full-scale murder between the 
two groups. For many veterans, it 
has been a decades-long ordeal 
since to have their experiences 
recognised as warlike service rather 
than simply peacekeeping.

“I don’t think Australia knew what 
we were getting in to,” the 56-year-
old said.

Australia’s military contingent to 
Rwanda was never designed to 
provide major medical assistance 
or to work in mass refugee camps, 
according to cabinet documents — 
but the 652 Australians sent there 
encountered both scenarios.

The small central African nation was 
tearing itself apart. In 1994 about 
800,000 people were murdered 
in three months before reprisals 
began.

“Nothing can prepare you,’’ Mr 
O’Halloran said. In an April 1995 massacre, he said, “there 
were 4000 people (killed) by the time they told us to stop 
counting”. “We were told not to count any more bodies,” 
he said.

Australians looked on as a vastly larger force of Tutsi-
led Rwandan Patriotic Front militants ran amok killing 
thousands in a refugee camp.

The six-month posting left Mr O’Halloran burnt out.

“It’s not the time spent on the ground, it’s the actual — not 
the trauma, though that’s probably the best word — it’s 
seeing the events and not doing something about it,” he 
said. “Seven of (the contingent) have committed suicide 
that I know of.”

Cabinet documents said under the UN Assistance Mission 
for Rwanda’s mandate, Australians were not authorised to 
become involved in conflict other than for self-defence, and 
the mission would be classified “non-warlike”. This was 

despite a report suggesting the “overall risk” to Australians 
would be “medium to high”.

For Lucy Wong, a medical administrator at Kigali hospital, 
where Australia established a medical unit, government 
thinking did not represent the reality.

Ms Wong was exposed to atrocities. “The one that stands 
out for me was the baby that was thrown into boiling water. 
I had to go in with them (the relatives) and how do you 
keep a baby still that has burns to its body,’’ she said.

The documents provided few surprises to former 
peacekeepers association president Paul Copeland, who 
fought for 10 years to have the deployment reclassified 
as warlike. “Due consideration of the dangers and due 
consideration of the risks wasn’t noted in these documents,’’ 
he said.
Retrieved from: http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/nation/cabinet-
papers-peacekeepers-haunted-by-the-horrors-of-rwanda/news-story/80
74f8d3cd77eb103252f751cc276ebf on 1 January 2018.

“Trooper Jonathan Church (SASR), carries a wounded child from the 
carnage at Kibeho, Rwanda, 25th of April 1995”. George Gittoes
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By Edith M. Lederer
United Nations (AP) — Conflicts today are longer — more 
than 20 years on average — and often involve multiple 
armed groups competing for control of government 
institutions, natural resources and territory, the UN Chief 
said Wednesday.

Secretary-General Antonio Guterres told a Security 
Council meeting on the growing complexity of challenges 
to international peace and security that "we are seeing not 
only a quantitative but also a qualitative change."

"The perils of nuclear weapons are again front and center, 
with tensions higher than they have been since the end of 
the Cold War," he said.

Guterres didn't name any countries but he has repeatedly 
urged North Korea to halt its escalating nuclear and ballistic 
missile tests.

The secretary-general also said "cybersecurity dangers 
are escalating," climate change has emerged as "a threat 
multiplier" and water scarcity is "a growing concern."

He further warned that inequality and exclusion are feeding 
"frustration and marginalization."

While there has been a long-term decline in the number of 
armed conflicts, Guterres said "conflicts have surged" in 

UN Chief says conflicts today 
average more than 20 years

the Middle East and parts of Africa.

Conflicts are also "becoming more intractable," he said, 
and they are becoming more regional and international.

Guterres said political factions and armed groups are also 
multiplying, with hundreds of armed factions in Syria alone.

"External military and financial support to conflict parties 
prolongs civil wars — and fuels wider tensions as local 
fights become proxies for larger rivalries," Guterres said.

"Conflicts are more linked with each other, and with the 
worldwide threat of terrorism," he said. "And transnational 
drug smugglers and human traffickers perpetuate the 
chaos and prey on refugees and migrants."

Guterres said the U.N. must rethink its approaches 
to respond to the changing nature of conflicts — and 
prevention must be the key.

He said achieving U.N. goals, such as ending extreme 
poverty, promoting economic development, protecting the 
environment, addressing climate change and achieving 
equality for women, are among the best "instruments of 
prevention."
Source: http://www.njherald.com/article/20171220/AP/312209727#//
Posted: Dec. 20, 2017 8:00 am Updated: Dec. 20, 2017 7:30 pm
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UN

UN Chief issues new warning 
over Polisario’s illegal armed 
actions in Guerguerat
By  Safaa Kasraoui  January 11, 2018
Following a series of illegal manoeuvres carried out by the 
separatist front in the buffer zone, the UN Chief addressed 
a strong message to Polisario, stressing the importance of 
stability in the buffer zone to avoid further escalation.

Stéphane Dujarric, a UN spokesperson affirmed on 
Tuesday during a press briefing that Guterres ordered the 
separatist front to comply with international regulations 
and to “avoid any operation likely to change status quo of 
that area.

Cuba’s news agency, Agencia de Noticias Latinoamerica 
S.A, reported that the UN top official reiterated his steady 
commitment to relaunch the political process of dialogue 
between Morocco and Polisario over the Western Sahara 
conflict.

Guterres’ new warning message came after his official 
statement issued on Saturday, January 6, where he 
expressed his deep concern over rising tensions near 
Guerguerat.

Guterres statement and his new letter followed a series of 
illegal manoeuvres carried out by Polisario in the region. 
Members of the Polisario Front have been blocking 
trucks registered in Morocco from crossing the Moroccan-
Mauritanian border.

Polisario has also threatened participants of Africa Eco-
Rally from crossing the border, which led to the UN’s strong 
reactions and response.

The separatist group has been defying the 1991 ceasefire 
and military agreements signed between Morocco and the 
front. Polisario has also refused to comply with the orders 
of the UN chief.

On January 6, Guterres said that “regular civilian and 
commercial traffic should not be obstructed and no action 
should be taken, which may constitute a change to the 
status quo of the buffer strip.”

To respond to Polisario’s actions, Morocco’s  Inspector 
General of the Royal Armed Forces and Captain of the 
Southern Military zone issued orders to raise the state alert 
to the maximum level. Helicopters and troops were sent 
to the restricted zone in response to Polisario’s repeated 
armed maneuvers in the region.

The separatist provocative actions were continuously 
repeated since December 2017. Morocco has also 
contacted the MINURSO and the UN chief to denounce 
the presence of the armed elements of the separatist 
group, asking the mission to urge Polisario to withdraw 
from the region.
Source: https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2018/01/238058/un-antonio-guterres-

polisario-guerguerat-western-sahara/

UN extends mandate of 
Peacekeeping Force in 
Cyprus for 6 months
The UN Security Council on Tuesday renewed the 
mandate of the UN Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus 
(UNFICYP) for six months and endorsed implementation 
of recommendations contained in the Secretary-General's 
strategic review of the mission.

Unanimously adopting resolution 2398 (2018), the Council 
extended UNFICYP's mandate until July 31 and welcomed 
efforts by the Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot leadership 
to reach a comprehensive and durable settlement. 

Noting the outcome of the Conference on Cyprus, which 
reconvened in June 2017 in Crans-Montana, Switzerland, 
it urged the sides and all involved participants to renew 
their political will and commitment to a settlement under 
United Nations auspices.

Recalling its resolution 2369 (2017), the Council called 
upon leaders of the two sides to, among other things, put 
their efforts behind further work on reaching convergences 
on core issues, and to improve the atmosphere for 
negotiation, including through more constructive and 
harmonized messages and refraining from rhetoric that 
could make success harder to achieve.

Requesting the UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
to maintain transition planning in relation to a settlement, 
the Council welcomed his report on the Strategic Review 
of UNFICYP (document S/2017/1008) and endorsed 
implementation of its recommendations within existing 
resources.

The Council held consultations on Cyprus on Jan. 17 during 
which Special Representative and head of UNFICYP 
Elizabeth Spehar briefed on the latest Secretary-General's 
report, as well as on the report on the strategic review of 
the mission.

During the consultations, Council members expressed 
unanimous support for the work of the UN mission and its 
good offices.

Spehar also told the members that UNFICYP is ready to 
implement any recommendations of the strategic review 
that are endorsed by the Council.

After independence in 1960, the tensions between Greek 
Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots increased. UNFICYP was 
originally set up by the UN Security Council in 1964 to 
prevent further fighting between the two sides.

Turkish troops occupied the northern part of Cyprus in 
1974 in reaction to a coup by the military rulers of Greece 
at the time.

Since then, the small Mediterranean island has been 
divided into two. The southern Greek Cypriot side is 
recognized by the international community and is a member 
of the European Union; only Turkey officially recognizes 
the break-away northern region.
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Clayfield College is a place where all individuals are valued 
for their unique qualities and talents. Our academic, pastoral 
and co-curricular programs, supported by our exceptional 
teaching staff, are essential in providing opportunities for 
our students to grow and develop in a Christian learning 
environment.  Our students are encouraged, nurtured and 
inspired to achieve personal excellence, that’s our way, 
The Clayfield Way.

The College is located in the beautiful inner-northern 
Brisbane suburb of Clayfield, only six and a half kilometres 
from the central business district and served well by public 
transport. The Citytrain network is situated close by and 
the College is centrally located to Brisbane City Council 
and private bus lines. The College is only five kilometres 
from the Domestic and International airports as well as the 
Gateway arterial road that links the Gold and Sunshine 
Coasts.

We welcome students from all over Australia and the world, 
catering for girls from Pre-Prep to Year 12 and boys from 
Pre-Prep to Year 6.  The College is also a Boarding School 
for girls, caring for students from Years 5 - 12, on a daily, 
casual, weekly or term basis.

Clayfield College is justifiably proud of our academic record 
and achievements.  The College is recognised within the 
wider community as a school that inspires students to 
strive for academic success.  We offer a stimulating and 
engaging curriculum, that incorporates innovative learning 
experiences, and is personalised to challenge the learning 
needs of every student.

Our students are encouraged to broaden their interests 
by extending themselves in the arts, sport and community 
service through our extensive co-curricular program.

Through our comprehensive Creative and Performing Arts 
program, we offer our students a variety of opportunities to 
pursue and enjoy the wonderful world of Music, Visual Art 
and Drama.

The Clayfield Way

We also believe that maintaining a healthy body is pivotal 
for our students’ development. Participation in sporting 
activities is encouraged for all students from Pre-Prep 
to Year 12.   Clayfield College offers excellent sporting 
facilities, including a multi-purpose Physical Education 
Centre and gymnasium, a heated swimming pool complex, 
playing fields, tennis and netball courts, and access to 
external sporting fields. Our sporting program encourages 
all students to achieve their full potential and to contribute 
to the success of their teams.

Our Service program offers opportunities for our students 
to participate in local and global community service 
groups and projects to develop their sense of individual 
responsibility – not only to College life and the community 
within which they live, but to society as a whole.

Our Pastoral Care Program focuses on a holistic approach 
which encourages our students to develop commitment, 
self-discipline, self-motivation and a sense of social 
responsibility. We encourage our students to be happy, 
laugh often, work hard and give back to the community.

Ultimately, what Clayfield College offers is an opportunity 
for your child to explore their full potential.  Our highly 
experienced staff have the passion, drive and ability to 
inspire and guide, him or her, to be the very best they can 
be.  This is our way, the Clayfield Way.
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Their dreams for tomorrow 
are our focus today

CO-ED: PRE-PREP - YEAR 6 GIRLS ONLY: YEARS 7 - 12 GIRLS BOARDING: YEARS 5 - 12

www.clayfield.qld.edu.au    07 3262 0262    enrol@clayfield.qld.edu.au    23 Gregory Street Clayfield QLD 4011

A School of the Presbyterian and Methodist Schools Association  
Cricos Code: 00493G

Every day is Open Day at Clayfield College, 
please contact Enrolments to arrange a 
personal tour.

2018 Positions still available
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An education that will liberate hearts 
and minds
St Joseph’s Nudgee College holds a special place within Catholic 
education both within the state of Queensland, across the nation 
and beyond our shores. The College has a grand reputation that 
has been built by successive generations of students, Christian 
Brothers, staff, parents, Old Boys and community members over the 
past 126 years. Not only is this rich history celebrated, the current 
generation of students, staff and families seeks to build upon it.

This is achieved on a daily basis by students who are taught, cared 
for and challenged by teachers who want the best for each student. 
The holistic education, personal development and wellbeing of 
each student remains the key focus of the College. At Nudgee 
College, a rich diversity of educational opportunities is offered - in 
the classroom, in sport, in cultural pursuits and activities - as well as 
in faith development and social justice initiatives.

The College is positioned on a 136 hectare campus with a range of 
facilities that provide an engaging environment to learn, to grow, 
and to be challenged.

As a leading Catholic school in the Edmund Rice Tradition, 
Nudgee College strives to develop young men of big hearts and 
good character. 

Over 1,550 boys and young men call St Joseph’s 
Nudgee College their school. For over 250 of 
these students it is also their home as boarders. 
Nudgee College Boarding is committed to 
providing our boys and young men with a 
unique educational experience that will shape 
the rest of their lives.

Our recently completed Bathersby Boarding 
Village is a contemporary and inviting home 
away from home for our boarders, and has 
become the heart and soul of the College. 
The high quality of this residential facility 
complements the high quality of care provided 
by our professional staff.

“We knew that Nudgee College Boarding could 
provide so many more opportunities. Not just in 
normal everyday education, but in a way that 
would expose Tom to new challenges, that could 
help him to grow into a young man who will leave 
an indelible footprint on his surrounding world.” - 
Nudgee College boarding parent, 2017

St Joseph’s Nudgee College
2199 Sandgate Road Boondall QLD 4034      Boys’ day and boarding Years 5 - 12
P: 07 3865 0555 E: enrolments@nudgee.com                  www.nudgee.com
CRICOS Provider No. 00572G
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NAVY FEATURE

Navy's role in Peacekeeping
Since the formation of the United Nations in the closing 
stages of the Second World War, much effort has been 
expended to limit the form and extent of conflict through 
international treaties and conventions, and Australia has 
been a leading player.

During the past 70 years Navy has achieved a proud 
record of participation in International Peacekeeping, with 
peacekeepers serving in the field with the United Nations 
almost continuously throughout that time.

Not all peacekeeping operations are benign and as 
such they fall into three distinct categories. The first, 
Peaceeeping, describes non-coercive diplomacy and 
formally refers to observer and interposition forces. 
Peacekeeping operations implicitly operate under a 
mandate and according to conditions which are agreed to 
by all concerned.

Open ocean Peacekeeping Operations are rare and, more 
commonly, naval forces have been used to patrol coasts, 
estuaries and rivers to monitor ceasefires. Warships have 
also provided neutral venues for peace talks, while other 
specialist naval personnel have been employed ashore 
as military observers, liaison officers, headquarters staff 
officers, disarmament inspectors or in medical logistics 
and communications detachments.

The utility, reach and presence of naval forces, particularly 
amphibious vessels and their embarked air assets, has 
also seen the provision of substantial logistic support to 
Peacekeeping forces operating ashore.

Peace enforcement operations move a step further than 
Peacekeeping and are 
defined by a coercive use 
of military forces to assist 
diplomatic efforts to restore 
peace and order.

In some circumstances 
peace enforcement 
operations have been 
undertaken when one or 
more of the belligerents 
have not consented to 
intervention by international 
forces.

While the level of force 
exerted is carefully 
controlled, the possibility 
of reprisal by the affected 
party generally requires 
such operations to be 
conducted in concert with 
a range of self-protective 
measures. The roles 
played by maritime forces 
often depend upon the 
nature and scale of the 
operation, but may extend 
to high- level sea control 

and power projection operations, as well as the provision 
of logistic support.

Sanctions and embargoes are a major maritime component 
of peace enforcement. Peacemaking may be defined as 
operations to secure a ceasefire or peaceful settlement, 
involving diplomatic action supported when necessary by 
direct or indirect use of military assets.

The presence of a warship close offshore can assist 
immeasurably in this context, providing an unmistakable 
show of military strength and national resolve. Irrespective 
of the type of peacekeeping mission executed, all have 
inherent dangers and risks associated with them and 
consequently a number of Australian Defence Force 
personnel have lost their lives in the pursuit of peace.

Since 1947, Peacekeepers have taken part in more than 
50 operations, in more than two dozen theatres of conflict 
around the world.

Given its size and resources, Australia is also expected 
to take a particular leadership role in the region when it 
comes to bringing aid to the victims of natural disasters.

Few if any of these missions could be undertaken without 
naval support, and the men and women of the Navy have 
regularly been on the frontline when Australia has sought 
to display its interest and concern in world events.

Published on 04 October 2017 Mr John Perryman (author), 
ABIS Jo Dilorenzo (photographer)
Source:      http://news.navy.gov.au/en/Oct2017/Operations/4082/Navy's-
role-in-peacekeeping.htm#.Wk6077puIaF

Chief Marine Technician Mathew Philp and Leading Seaman Michael Wilson check 
the oil in the engine room on HMAS Brunei during operations in the Solomon 
Islands in support of Operation ANODE - the Australian Defence Force (ADF) 
contribution to the Australian-led Regional Assistance Mission to the Solomon 
Islands (RAMSI). 
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Brothers, staff, parents, Old Boys and community members over the 
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The holistic education, personal development and wellbeing of 
each student remains the key focus of the College. At Nudgee 
College, a rich diversity of educational opportunities is offered - in 
the classroom, in sport, in cultural pursuits and activities - as well as 
in faith development and social justice initiatives.

The College is positioned on a 136 hectare campus with a range of 
facilities that provide an engaging environment to learn, to grow, 
and to be challenged.

As a leading Catholic school in the Edmund Rice Tradition, 
Nudgee College strives to develop young men of big hearts and 
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Over 1,550 boys and young men call St Joseph’s 
Nudgee College their school. For over 250 of 
these students it is also their home as boarders. 
Nudgee College Boarding is committed to 
providing our boys and young men with a 
unique educational experience that will shape 
the rest of their lives.

Our recently completed Bathersby Boarding 
Village is a contemporary and inviting home 
away from home for our boarders, and has 
become the heart and soul of the College. 
The high quality of this residential facility 
complements the high quality of care provided 
by our professional staff.

“We knew that Nudgee College Boarding could 
provide so many more opportunities. Not just in 
normal everyday education, but in a way that 
would expose Tom to new challenges, that could 
help him to grow into a young man who will leave 
an indelible footprint on his surrounding world.” - 
Nudgee College boarding parent, 2017

St Joseph’s Nudgee College
2199 Sandgate Road Boondall QLD 4034      Boys’ day and boarding Years 5 - 12
P: 07 3865 0555 E: enrolments@nudgee.com                  www.nudgee.com
CRICOS Provider No. 00572G
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Aircraft Airworthiness 
& Sustainment
Australian Conference

Formerly “Ageing Aircraft”

2018

The AA&S (Australia) Conference is for the bene�t of all those who 
operate and sustain our aerospace vehicles, military or civilian, old or 
new, large or small, manned or unmanned.
 
Topics include all elements of �eet airworthiness and sustainment, 
from the aircraft systems and their supply chain, to life extension 
programs, cyber security, additive manufacturing, counterfeit 
avoidance, and leadership.
 
When:

Where: 

Audience:

Please see website for further details.

 

3rd - 6th July 2018

Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre (BCEC)

Engineers, Technicians, Analysts, Logisticians, Scientists, Operators, 
Maintainers, Managers
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                   AIR FORCE    

Two Royal Australian Air Force Super Hornets flew the 
Australian Air Task Group’s final strike mission over Iraq 
on Sunday.

Australian F/A-18 Hornets have conducted continuous 
operations in Iraq since their first mission in October 2014, 
flying more than 2700 sorties and more than 21,000 flying 
hours.

Operating within a US-led Global Coalition, and at the 
invitation of the Iraqi government, Chief of Defence Force 
Air Chief Marshal Mark Binskin said the RAAF had made a 
significant contribution to the fight against Daesh.

“Over more than three years, hundreds of ADF personnel 
have deployed to the Middle East as part of the ATG strike 
element,” Air Chief Marshal Binskin said.

“With each deployment, they have demonstrated the 
highest levels of skill, courage and professionalism.

“Our aircrew and their support crews have consistently 
delivered in extremely difficult and challenging conditions.

“The Air Strike Group and their families can be proud of 
their achievements and their important contribution to help 
the Iraqi Security Forces liberate their country from Daesh.”

While the January 14 flight marked the completion of 
Australian strike missions in the Middle East, the ATG 
will continue to support the coalition air campaign in Iraq 
and Syria, with a RAAF KC-30 air-to-air refuelling aircraft 
and an E7-A Wedgetail airborne early warning and control 
aircraft and associated aircrews, maintenance and logistics 
teams.

Air Chief Marshal Binskin said the ADF would continue 
to work with coalition and Iraqi partners over the coming 
months to establish their ongoing requirements and assess 
where the RAAF can make the most valuable contribution, 
as they worked to maintain the gains made in that region.

“ADF personnel attached to the Special Operations Task 
Group and the Task Group Taji training mission continue to 
provide an extremely valuable contribution in the ongoing 
fight against terrorism.”

The Super Hornets and crews will now pack up and make 
the long ferry flight home to Australia – maybe in time for 
Australia Day.
Australian Middle East News Operations Royal Australian Air Force  
16/01/2018 Brian Hartigan. Source: http://www.contactairlandandsea.
com/2018/01/16/super-hornets-fly-last-mission-in-iraq/ 

Super Hornets fly last mission in 
Iraq 
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BLACKDUCK.COM.AU1800 803 825

• 100% Australian made and 
owned

• Wide range of covers available 
for different vehicles

• Tailored fit
• Certified side airbag 

compatible

PIONEERING  
SEAT PROTECTION

Custom Fleet applications available
• Canvas - time tested and proven heavy duty protection 

for general use.
• Duracord 1000 or CS88 - Military grade material for 

heavy abrasion situations. Prevents damage to seats 
from tools, weapons and other equipment

• PVC - For easy cleaning and disinfecting. Used in 
continuously damp environments such as underground 
mining.

• Foam backed cotton twill - Light use and comfortable. 
Provides spill protection in low wear situations
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Project description

LAND 400 will acquire and support the next generation 
of Armoured Fighting Vehicles (AFV) with the firepower, 
protection and mobility to defeat increasingly lethal and 
adaptive adversaries well into the future.

LAND 400 will deliver enhanced levels of survivability to 
the Joint Land Force including sensors, weapons and 
information systems which will be networked to strategic 
intelligence platforms.

At its foundation, the program will deliver replacements for 
the Australian Light Armoured Vehicle (ASLAV) and M113 
Armoured Personnel Carrier (APC) fleets.

The program will also provide specialist Manoeuvre 
Support Vehicles (MSV) to properly enable Army’s combat 
brigades to undertake joint land combat.

LAND 400 has four discrete phases:

•	 LAND 400 Phase 1 – Project Definition Study 
(completed). 

•	 LAND 400 Phase 2 – Mounted Combat Reconnaissance 
Capability, primarily enabled by the Combat 
Reconnaissance Vehicle (CRV) mission system (the 
ASLAV replacement). 

•	 LAND 400 Phase 3 – Mounted Close Combat Capability, 
primarily enabled by the Infantry Fighting Vehicle (IFV) 
(the M113 APC replacement) and MSV mission systems. 

•	 LAND 400 Phase 4 – Integrated Training System.

Current status

LAND 400 Phase 2 is in the final stage of tender evaluation 
following the successful completion on schedule of  the 
Risk Mitigation Activity (RMA).

LAND combat vehicle system
This is a closed evaluation and no further external input 
can be accepted by Defence. In addition, no commentary 
or information is planned to be released in the coming 
months.

The process will conclude in the first half of 2018 with 
Defence making a submission to Government for LAND 
400 Phase 2 Gate Two approval.

Industry engagement

BAE Systems Australia have announced Fisherman’s Bend, 
Victoria  and Rheinmetall Defence Australia announced 
Brisbane, Queensland as their preferred assembly sites 
should they win the LAND 400 Phase 2 contract.

During November and December 2016, Defence conducted 
capability showcase workshops around Australia, where 
337 Australian and New Zealand companies had the 
opportunity to demonstrate their capabilities to the two 
shortlisted LAND 400 Phase 2 companies (and their 
subcontractors).

These showcase workshops achieved a significant aspect 
of the LAND 400 Phase 2 Risk Mitigation Activity; increasing 
opportunities for Australian industry involvement in the 
project.

Defence is working with the shortlisted companies to 
develop their Australian industry plans which will become 
contractually binding on the winner.

Defence conducted a LAND 400 Phase 3 Request for 
Information (RFI) in late 2015 / early and 2016. The RFI 
responses have been evaluated and the information is 
being used to develop the business case for First Pass 
approval by Government in the first half of 2018.
http://www.defence.gov.au/dmo/equippingdefence/land400

BLACKDUCK.COM.AU1800 803 825
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Trouble is returning to the island of Bougainville and 
Australia must be prepared. With the 2019 independence 
referendum looming, Australia will be called on to help 
support the peace process, whatever the referendum’s 
outcome. Australia was a major participant in two past 
interventions on the island, and its strategic connections 
run deep. Australia must ensure that it is adequately 
prepared for the coming challenges in Bougainville.

The 2001 Bougainville Peace Agreement stipulated that 
a referendum on independence would be held between 
15 June 2015 and 15 June 2020. Last year, John Momis, 
president of the Autonomous Bougainville Government, 
and Peter O’Neill, Prime Minister of PNG, agreed on a 
target date of 15 June 2019. Two months ago, however, 
O’Neill backtracked on that commitment. He cited the 
‘proper establishment of rule of law, proper establishment 
of a government structure on Bougainville, [and] proper 
disposal of weapons’ as conditions for the referendum to 
go ahead, and said that if those criteria weren’t met, the 
referendum ‘may not be possible’.

In response, Momis denied that good governance or 
complete weapons disposal were prerequisites for the 
referendum. Furthermore, he claimed that PNG was 
‘hampering’ Bougainville’s disarmament and good 
governance efforts by failing to give Bougainville the 
grant money it was owed. PNG faces severe financial 
difficulties stemming from government overspending and 
overreliance on the commodities sector, which declined 
sharply in 2015. Revenue projections took a 20% hit, but 
government spending remained the same.

PNG has since defaulted on its electricity bills for 
government buildings and been suspended from voting in 
the UN for failure to pay its membership dues. The cost of 
supporting the Autonomous Bougainville Government and 
the peace process may be behind O’Neill’s recent backflip 
on the referendum. Depriving the Bougainville government 
of funds may save PNG money while also impeding efforts 
to organise an effective independence campaign.

This disagreement could derail the peace process just 
as it’s approaching its conclusion, and it’s possible that 
Bougainville may choose to fight to hold the referendum, 
rather than accept delays and weak promises from PNG.

The conflict on the island stems from the establishment of 
the Panguna mine in 1972 by Conzinc Riotinto of Australia. 
The mine displaced local landowners and caused 
environmental issues. The people of Bougainville were 
angry about a lack of compensation from one of the world’s 
richest copper mines. And the mine and its construction 
brought mainland Papuans to Bougainville, creating ethnic 
tensions.

Those factors led to an outbreak of violence and then 
armed conflict in 1988. The Bougainville Revolutionary 
Army fought against increasingly brutal PNG defence 
forces, which used Australian-supplied helicopters to 
attack villages and allegedly drop executed detainees’ 
bodies into the ocean.

Back to Bougainville

A fragile peace process began in the early 1990s, 
encouraged by Australia and the wider Pacific community. 
The process led to a peace conference in 1994 between the 
PNG government and Bougainville leaders. An Australian-
led multinational peacekeeping force was deployed to 
protect the conference and its attendees. The conference, 
however, collapsed when a few key Bougainvillean leaders 
refused to attend and PNG soldiers attacked other leaders 
who did.

Violence resumed following the collapse of the conference, 
reaching its peak in late 1996 and early 1997. A major 
scandal—the hiring of Sandline mercenaries to fight in 
Bougainville in 1997—forced the PNG prime minister, 
Julius Chan, to resign, effectively ending PNG’s military 
attempts to pacify Bougainville.

New Zealand sponsored talks in 1997 led to the 
deployment of a new peacekeeping mission to the 
island. The Truce Monitoring Group was a mix of military, 
police and government agency personnel from Australia, 
New Zealand, Fiji and Vanuatu. PNG and Bougainville 
concluded a peace agreement in 2001, and the mission 
withdrew in July 2003. Throughout the period, Australia 
played a key role.

It may well again. Given the potential for violence during 
the referendum, it was always likely that Australia and 
New Zealand would be asked to support the effort in 
some capacity, potentially with observers on the ground. A 
return to violence could require an even more substantial 
peacekeeping mission. Given that weapons are still present 
in Bougainville, it behoves Australia and New Zealand to 
support the disarmament process, even with their own 
financial resources if PNG proves unable. Pressure also 
should be placed on O’Neill to abide by the timetable 
agreed with Momis. PNG recalcitrance will likely slow the 
rate that weapons are handed in if former fighters believe 
there could be a return to conflict.

Bougainville is an issue that Australia will have to deal 
with, one way or another. Right now, there’s a chance to 
smooth the way towards the referendum and potential 
independence. If negotiations break down and violence 
returns, however, Australia’s involvement will be much 
more difficult.
Author Declan Sullivan is a master’s candidate at the Strategic and 
Defence Studies Centre at the Australian National University. Image 
courtesy of the Department of Defence. Source:  The Strategist - https://
www.aspistrategist.org.au/back-to-bougainville/
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Exclusive by Defence reporter Andrew Greene
Updated Sat at 1:59pmSat 30 Dec 2017, 1:59pm 

Defence personnel in Darwin were operating at "increased 
readiness" earlier this month as Russian strategic bombers 
conducted navigation exercises close to Australia, flying 
out of an Indonesian military base.

Key points:

•	 RAAF Base Darwin placed on a "short period" of 
heightened alert

•	 Russian Ministry of Defence claims it "carried out air 
alert mission over neutral waters of south Pacific Ocean"

•	 Defence Department would have been concerned about 
Russian intelligence collection, defence expert says

The ABC can reveal RAAF Base Darwin was placed on a 
"short period" of heightened alert, while over 100 Russian 
personnel and several aircraft were stationed at the Biak 
Airbase in Indonesia's eastern Papua province.

During the five-day stopover two nuclear-capable Tu-95 
bombers flew their first ever patrol mission over the South 
Pacific, prompting concerns they may have been collecting 
valuable intelligence.

The Russian Ministry of Defence claims its strategic 
bombers "carried out air alert mission over neutral waters 
of south Pacific Ocean" in a flight lasting more than eight 
hours.

Why Russia and the West can't get along

In a statement to the ABC, Australia’s Defence Department 
said “the ADF maintains appropriate levels of readiness 
and posture to respond to evolving circumstances,” but did 
not specifically refer to the Russian activity.

“There were no instances of unalerted or unscheduled 
foreign aircraft operating in Australian airspace during this 
period,” the Department added.

Australian Defence Force on heightened alert 
during Russian military exercise in Indonesia

Vladimir Putin is the man many credit with not only 
"making Russia great again", but making it feared.

Two Russian Ilyushin-76 transporters arrived in 
Indonesia on December 4. (Supplied: Ministry of 
Defence of the Russian Federation) 

Defence also insists RAAF Base Darwin was never in 
lockdown, but did acknowledge “in early December there 
was a brief period of increased readiness” at the facility.

Two Russian Ilyushin-76 transporters carrying 81 personnel 
arrived on Biak island in Indonesian Papua on December 
4, and were joined shortly after by a pair of Tu-95 bombers, 
bringing the total number of deployed troops to 110.

Russian aircraft ‘likely 
gathering Australian 
intelligence’

One of Australia’s leading defence experts believes the 
Defence Department would have been concerned about 
the ability of the long-range Russian aircraft to collect 
intelligence during their visit to the region.

Executive director of the Australian Strategic Policy 
Institute Peter Jennings said this month’s deployment was 
a significant step by Moscow.

“For the Russians to send a couple of aircraft this far down 
south I think is really proving it’s got the capacity for that 
long-range reach,” he said.

“It doesn’t surprise me in the least that our own military 
forces raised their alert levels in response.

“I’m sure there would have been concerns about Russian 
intelligence gathering because they wouldn’t have come 
this far south without wanting to look at the one significant 
[United States] allied presence in this part of the world, 
which operates out of [RAAF Base] Darwin and RAAF 
Base Tindall a little further south.”
Source: ABC News 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-12-30/australia-on-alert-during-
russian-military-exercise-in-indonesia/9293362
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Need to  
remove  
some ink?
Our latest PICO technology  
can remove ink much faster!
• 40% fewer treatments
• Treats all colours and skin types

We also offer hair removal,  
anti-wrinkle, vein removal,  
skin treatments and more.

LeSandsClinic.com.au
29 PRINCESS ST, BRIGHTON-LE-SANDS  |  (02) 9567 0399

Torres Strait Hotel
Come in for a cold beer
Cnr Douglas & Normanby Sts
THURSDAY ISLAND QLD 4875

Phone:  (07) 4069 1141
Fax:  (07) 4069 1176

In today’s technologically advanced world, our law 
enforcement and militaries require the best equipment to 
take on any enemy.  Trijicon® met this challenge with their 
world renown Advanced Combat Optical Gunsight (ACOG) 
and is now expanding product lines with the Trijicon® 
Electro Optic Division. Thermal optics take technology a 
step further than traditional night vision, by sensing the 
heat being given off from an object.  Trijicon’s easy to use 
thermal optics are durable and provide superior image 
quality needed for today’s conflicts. Their Electro Optics 
include a number of handheld, helmet, and rifle mountable 
options suitable for a variety of needs.

Outstanding image quality is the first thing noticed when 
using a Trijicon® Electro Optic.  Full 640x480 resolution 
image sensors along with market leading 12 micron pixel 
pitch are featured in every Trijicon Electro Optic product. 
Additionally, top shelf optical components coupled with 
one-to-one pixel mapping present the user with superior 
detection and recognition capabilities. This technology 
provides the user an advantage in finding the right target 
in hostile territories.  

When operating in unfriendly areas, extreme pressure 
occurs.   Easy to use menus and user-friendly controls 
make Trijicon® Electro Optics ideal for use during intense 
situations. Switching from black hot to white hot is a simple 
push of a button, yet can help find the target and possibly 
save lives. 

True to Trijicon’s heritage of defending lives, all thermal 
optics have been tested in accordance with MIL-STD-
810G. This means the optics are durable, rugged, and 
reliable.  All qualities that law enforcement and military 
depend on in the equipment they use.

Trijicon has Electro Optic products to cover all use cases.  
The Trijicon® IR-PATROL® is a mini thermal monocular 
that can be handheld, helmet mounted or rifle mounted.  
The Trijicon® REAP-IR® is a mini-riflescope that can 
also serve as a handheld observation device.  And, the 
Trijicon® SNIPE-IR provides a 24 hour solution by clipping 
on a rifle in front of an existing day optic.  

Whether the application is handheld, helmet mounted, 
standalone rifle mounted, or clipped on; the image quality, 
ease of use, and durability of Trijicon Electro Optic 
products are self-evident. Trijicon’s advanced technology 
continues to support those who work in law enforcement 
and militaries all over the world.

Trijicon® Electro Optics
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Three Brits and an Aussie at the spectacular Australian 
Embassy in Paris the day before Australia Day; this hardly 
seems to link with Steve Wright’s report on the first ANZAC 
Day in Antibes in 2013, but it does.

Since Steve Wright, our president, triggered the first 
commemoration that year, we have continued annually to 
build on the early success.  We routinely have 50 or more 
for the dawn service, with an even bigger number at our 
1100 gathering.  The fact that we have this second service 
is a reflection of how we have now fully integrated into the 
French way of remembrance.  Unlike in the Anglophone 
world, where there tends to be one overarching organisation 
both providing support for veterans, and for leading the 
commemoration of past wars, in France there are a myriad.  
This has a downside, in that many of the associations are 
running out of members, as we move ever further from the 
world conflicts of the 20th Century.  The upside is that there 
is quite a community among the associations, with a fine 
mixture of banners to add colour to our ceremonies.

As a result, as the ANZAC Day team became recognised, 
and as we formalised our approach to the event, we have 
been welcomed into this select group.  We are doubly 
welcome because we are now getting a great support from 
what is generally quite a young expatriate Aussie & Kiwi 
community.  Not only children with their parents, but also 
young Antipodeans who are crewing on yachts, working in 
the hi-tech world of Sophia Antipolis, or indeed some who 
have the tough option of working in Monaco (you would 
think it tough, if you saw the morning and evening traffic 
jams).

In France both the national and local government strongly 
support commemoration both out of respect for the past, 
and in order to try and ensure that today’s youth remember 
and recognise the supreme effort 
made by their forebears.  Antibes 
is particularly welcoming, which 
has helped ensure that each 
ANZAC Day event has been fully 
provided for both logistically, and in 
terms of security, a sad necessity 
in the world as it is.  Now that we 
have registered as a charitable 
association, in order to ensure the 
ongoing and future success of this 
event here on the Côte d’Azur, 
we have our own access to the 
Maison du Combattant, with its 
lecture hall, meeting rooms, and 
such necessities as photocopiers, 
all funded by the town and its 
taxpayers.

One other way in which we probably 
differ from many other ANZAC Day 
gatherings is that, from the outset, 
we have particularly welcomed 
Irish participation, with an Irish 
flag flying alongside the others, 
and Irish wreaths being laid with 

the rest.  The Irish State, and some Irish politicians, were 
strongly against such recognition, and indeed attitudes 
remain ambiguous today, but the reality is that many 
Irish volunteered, and died, in the service of King and 
Commonwealth, and it is only right that they should be 
remembered.  

As a result of this work by the small management team, 
with Steve Wright as our president, his partner Felicity, 
Linda Rhoades, our Secretary, Shelley Ward, and myself, 
Simon Jackson, ANZAC Day Antibes, and the ANZAC 
Day Antibes Association, can hopefully look to a healthy 
future.  Of course we would like more Australians and New 
Zealanders to join in the management (at present only 
Steve and Linda have that honourable status), but for the 
present, with help from whoever is available on an ad hoc 
basis, we seem to be managing. 

All of which brings us round to the picture you see of us in 
the Ambassador’s apartment on the top of the Australian 
Embassy in Paris.  We were very honoured this year to 
be awarded Australia Day Achievement Medallions and to 
have them presented to us at the Australian Embassy.

On our visit to the Embassy, we were very kindly hosted by 
the Defence Attaché, Col Anthony Egan, and members of 
his team.  Unfortunately, the Ambassador had been called, 
at short notice, to the Elysée Palace, but all was not lost as 
the Deputy Head of Mission & Australian Ambassador to 
UNESCO, His Excellency Mr Angus Mackenzie presented 
the medals and certificates.  Mr Mackenzie also hosted us 
for coffee and brownies.  Linda was home in Australia, but 
for the rest of us it was a day to remember, with the added 
bonus that the view from the top of the Embassy (which is 
on the bank of the River Seine, only a few hundred metres 
from the Eiffel Tower) is superb.

ANZAC Day in Antibes

Ambassador Mackenzie with the team and Colonel Egan with the Eiffel 
Tower in the background 

FEATURE STORY
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The Hon Michael McCormack MP Minister for 
Veterans’ Affairs
Minister for Defence Personnel
Minister Assisting the Prime Minister for the 
Centenary of ANZAC
Deputy Leader of the House
Federal Member for Riverina
10th January 2018 marks the 25th Anniversary of the 
commencement of Australia’s significant contribution 
to Peacekeeping Operations in Somalia, Minister for 
Veterans’ Affairs Michael McCormack says.

“In late 1992 a catastrophic humanitarian disaster 
compounded by a complete breakdown in civil order 
plunged Somalia into chaos,” Mr McCormack said.

“In response to the crisis Australia deployed forces from 
all three Services with the Australian contribution to the 
Unified Task Force – Somalia (UNITAF) arriving in Somalia 
in January 1993.

“Close to 1,000 personnel with land forces centred on 
the Army’s 1st Battalion, the Royal Australian Regiment 
(1RAR), with significant contributions from a number of 
other units. The Royal Australian Navy deployed HMAS 
Tobruk and HMAS Jervis Bay with both ships providing 
important logistical support.”

Mr McCormack said elements of the Royal Australian Air 
Force (RAAF) were used to move the Australian Forces to 
and from the conflict area and conducted regular resupply 
missions.

“RAAF personnel also served in Somalia as air traffic 
controllers and in airfield management roles and members 
of the Australian Army were deployed to the town of Baidoa 
about 240km north-west of Mogadishu in January 1993 
where banditry and warlord intimidation were rife,” Mr 
McCormack said.

“Australians were successful at fostering and protecting 
humanitarian relief efforts and won international praise 
for their efforts in trying to restore law and order and re-
establishing functional legal, social and economic systems.

“The lessons learnt from working with non-government 
organisations, building local security infrastructure and 
enabling local community governance continue to inform 
the Australian Defence Forces’ humanitarian and counter-
insurgency operations today.”

Mr McCormack said more than 1,500 Australians served 
in Somalia from 1992–94, four were wounded or injured—
and one Australian soldier—infantryman Lance Corporal 
Shannon McAliney was accidentally killed on 2 April 1993.

“We remember him especially today and pay tribute to his 
service and sacrifice. His efforts are particularly significant 
as Forbes, his birthplace, is in my Riverina electorate and 

has given mightily to the military efforts of this nation right 
back to the Second Boer War,” Mr McCormack said.

“I am pleased the Coalition Government has provided 
nearly $29,000 to assist 1RAR and the Australian Naval 
Association to commemorate this anniversary, Australia 
has a proud history of Peacekeeping having participated 
in Multinational Peacekeeping Operations since the first 
intervention in the Dutch East Indies in 1947.

“Our Defence Force has made a significant contribution 
to worldwide peace operations and today we recognise 
the Peacekeepers who served in Somalia and those who 
continue to serve in countries around the world.”

25th Anniversary of Australia’s 
Peacekeeping deployment to Somalia

Australia’s contribution to peacekeeping 
operations in Somalia began 25 years ago. 
(AAP)

The haunting eyes and the jutting ribs of Somalian children 
are among the most vivid memories from Paul von Kurtz's 
time in Somalia.

Mr Von Kurtz, from Townsville, was a platoon sergeant in 
the Army's first battalion (1RAR) and was among the first 
to touch down in the lawless capital Mogadishu.

"We were all very green.. it was very much an eye-opener," 
he told AAP.

Among their duties, Australian troops went on nine-day 
patrols to protect the convoys of aid groups distributing 
food.

"What we were doing was having a great effect," he said.

"Towards the end, the kids were putting a bit more meat 
back on their bones and you saw them playing and there 
were smiles back on their faces."

Mr von Kurtz served in Somalia for about five months and 
laments it wasn't longer because the Australian troops 
were making a significant difference.

The deployment was physically challenging.
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Mr von Kurtz weighed 75kg at the start but a lack of fresh 
food meant his weight dropped to 52kg by the time he left.

The Australian Defence Force learned important lessons 
about ensuring soldiers have adequate food which it's 
implemented on deployments since then.

Mr von Kurtz recalled it had been an uphill battle for 
Australians to build trust with Somalian’s because in the past 
the country had experienced a lot of foreign interference 
from the Italians, British, Russians and Americans.

There were some initial rock-throwing incidents and when 
the Australians arrived at Baidoa they were shot at on the 
first night, he said.

Australian Federal Police superintendent Bill Kirk also 
served in Somalia on a secondment with the United Nations 
and helped to restore the rule of law.

Mr Kirk said it was very difficult to operate 
on the ground and personnel could only 
leave compounds with bodyguards.

"You would think, why are we here? They 
don't even like us," he told AAP.

He recalled shark nets being put up at 
the beach in Mogadishu because some 
UN Peacekeepers had been attacked 
while swimming.

"I thought sharks were the least of the 
worries," Mr Kirk said.

The Somalian conflict received the 
Hollywood treatment in the 2001 film 
Black Hawk Down which was based on 
a true story. But that incident with the 
US special forces happened before the 
Australians arrived.

More than 1500 Australian defence personnel served in 
Somalia from 1992-94, four were injured and there was 
one death, Lance Corporal Shannon McAliney.

The Australian Navy sent HMAS Tobruk and HMAS Jervis 
Bay to Somalia and the air force conducted regular resupply 
missions and personnel served as air traffic controllers at 
the airport.

Federal Labor frontbencher Mike Kelly and NSW Governor 
David Hurley both had military deployments to Somalia.

*1RAR is having a reunion of Australian veterans of 
Somalia on May 15 in Townsville.

Source: AAP - https://www.sbs.com.au/news/25-years-
since-aussies-deployed-to-somalia
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Imagine a boarding school where your daughter is just as 
special to us as she to you and where fun and friendship 
is just as important as STEM and academic results.  We 
invite you to imagine no longer, and take some time to visit 
us at St Ursula’s College Toowoomba, where we not only 
provide an environment for your daughter which contributes 
to academic results, but a space where she can grow into 
a young woman prepared for an incredible future.

Rich in leadership and strong in our Ursuline traditions, 
the College provides subjects and learning experiences 
in specialist facilities equipped with the latest technology, 
catering for the individual needs and interests of all girls. 
Offering state-of- the- art media, creative and dramatic arts 
facilities (including professional dance areas), high tech 
science laboratories, a vast range of sport choices as well 
as VET and hospitality options, you can be assured that 
your daughter will be encouraged to achieve in all areas of 
her education. Learning enrichment support and teacher 
tutoring is also on-hand should your daughter be in need 
of some extra assistance.

At St Ursula’s College, we understand the emotional 
and financial commitment of being away from family 
and friends is a difficult one and as such, we provide 
a safe, close-knit boarding community staffed by a team 
of committed, experienced boarding house supervisors, 
who impart the love and support your daughter needs, 
especially if this is her first time away from home.  We can 
assure you though, that being an ‘Ursie Boarder’ is not all 
hard work, because we take the time to get to know your 
daughter’s interests outside of school, engaging her in 

fun activities including regular supervised shopping trips 
and expeditions to the beach and theme parks during our 
closed boarder weekends. 

There is no need to worry about her nutritional wellbeing 
either, as along with her academic and emotional wellbeing, 
our team of in-house chefs provide healthy, delicious home-
style meals to keep her nutritionally sustained.  You can be 
assured your daughter is in good hands at St Ursula’s.

Contact our Enrolments Officer, Mrs Kathy Sperling on 07 
4632 7611 or via email at enrolments@st-ursula.qld.edu.au 
today, to find out how St Ursula’s College can enrich your 
daughter’s schooling experience. Additional information 
regarding our curriculum, fee structure and Macbook Air 
computer program is also available on our website www.
st-ursula.qld.edu.au.

ROYAL AUTOMOBILE CLUB OF AUSTRALIA
INCORPORATING IMPERIAL SERVICE CLUB LTD.

The Royal Automobile Club of Australia Incorporating Imperial Service Club Ltd (RACA) invites 
you to join one of Australia’s most respected business and private member clubs.

Founded in 1903 for ladies and gentlemen, it thrives as a haven for members looking to enjoy 
accommodation, social facilities, events and connections within the CBD of Sydney.

89 Macquarie St, Sydney NSW 2000 Australia | (02) 8273 2300 | www.raca.com.au
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We Understand...
the emotional and financial commitment of being away from family 

and friends is a difficult one...

St Ursula’s College is a Day and Boarding School for girls in Years 7 to 12 with a 
Catholic ethos.

Rich in tradition and strong in leadership, we understand the challenges facing 
boarder families and we are here to help wherever we can, and our smaller 

boarding community means your daughter is just as special to us as she is to you. 

Contact us today to see how we can enrich your daughter’s schooling experience. 

38 Taylor Street - TOOWOOMBA QLD 4350
Phone: 07 4632 7611 Fax: 07 4638 5634
Email: enrolments@st-ursula.qld.edu.au

www.st-ursula.qld.edu.au


