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THE Surscday Age has obtatoed
the following emmail from wn
anonyows source. itcould be
authentics Stranger things hive
happened.

T PM's Media Office. Canberra

Headquarters, Mentor
jon Taskforce. farin Kowl,

onstruchion
Oruzgan, Afghanis
SUBJECT: Operation Kevin
CLASSIFICATION: Unclassifiable

Giday Lachie,

Pardon the informalicy, bur the
s style rubbed off during his
visit to the troops, The briggacdier
has asked me to send you a post-
OperaLian repodt.

He apologises if he veers inio
your ared of operations —spin,
miedia manipulaton, creating
public perceptions, all that — but
reckons if the PM can stomp all
over his ourf, he can dio lkiwise

MEDIA

We hope the PM {ound the
miedia run satisfaciory, This pics
looked podd, whiat with the dig-
gers and guns and all. From our
pemspective, overything spun out
well, with the troops staying on
message, Those joumos may be
hard-hitten, but give them a fiast
chopper ride and put them rext
tosome well-armed bronzed
Arezaes and they go flaceid and
tumescent at the same tHme

MILITARY NOMENCLATURE
The PM did a good job In speak-

ing to the troops in almost fuent
Bloke, but e needs tutaring to
avaid inflaming inter-service

He should never refer o
diggers iwho are in the army) as
“you bugpers”. Buggery §s the
preserveof the gavy, and the
saflors guamd thiedr tracditions

IChie insists on speaking
mﬁl‘ie,he marywant to refer to
solders as “you poor hastards™
o, If he wants 1o bc
familiar, as “you pack -,
Diigpeers love that sort r.:l‘smir_

DUR EXPERTISE
The brigadier gives him 10 out of
10 for trying, but perhaps it's best
if the: PM doesnlt tell thetreops
thisst foweein besarhers often tell him,
“You redilly know your shit”,
Thiere's a potential problem with
his seatalogical wom of plimse.
Some journo might sk him
1o nuerrie ot windd leader who
has =aid Australian service per
somed “really know thedr shir.
Best to stick to the standard
line about betng highty skilled,
wll-trained, o repu forped
in the beat of countless batthe-
Lields, etc

COLLATERAL DAMAGE
The PM meant well, but the studf
thee M says the di really
know has peally hit the fan since
the PIs comments hit the news
wires —abowt Afphianistan being
a podiorsalen hedholo with shity
westher. Harmid Karzal (you
kemonw, thi: Afghan Preshdent. olr
brive ally) has been on the
blower ever sinoe, He's ropeable.
The M might think it's a god-
forsaken helthole, bt 30 million
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War i hell: Bloke-In-chief Rudd with the troops in Afghanistan.

Afghans have different words for
it They call it “home” and “our

CO
BIT.IH., » podforsuken it isa

bit, well, sensitine, over here. You
sest, fr from being o godless
phacey the localks call thetr country
the Glamie Republic of Afghini-
st | g the PM fonzot to
read the “Afghanistan at a glance”
briefing DEFAT gave him. Soll,
wirve all done that.

While I'm on the subject, best

if the PM dotsntmuse aboti
*Hiww is It that for hundreds of

yesars, peapbe have fought over

: this placet” 1f the PM doesny

know why we're fighting over i
now, wedl, it plants doubts In
peoples minds, (1S abways best o
at least sonnd s we know why
wi're doing whiat we're doing.

REGIONAL RAMIFICATIONS
The other problem with the PMs
Bloke tom of phrase ks that the

||nmn1 wie catll ithee Micdle
m& Iperations have all
plcked it up. mdlhm- ftis, bn the
Pakastan media, on the ranian
TV website, in Afghan Online:
“Aussio PM's Xmas message:
Afghanistun is & podiomaken
bellhole, etc”. Not o good ol
Desn'thelp the battle for hearts
and minds

ftwas of the PM to
over a Christmas gift — Il!t:r:[ng
cricket set. Trouhle is, there’s one
present and B00 roops. Sowe've
ot i couple of dosen happy
lokes and ?Tﬁwh:mmaﬂymg:
“Whends my present?” I you've
E::tm young tackers, Lachie, you'll
whiat it like IF, on Chirdst-
mismomming, oné of them reck-
ons he's been dudded. Tricky,

ANOTHER PROBLEM

Have you seen whitt the weath-
ers lke over hene at this time of
year? Cold, riiy, snow setting tn,
dust underfoot timing to shdge,
Mot ericket weather.,

Thiere's somee bloke here reck-
ons the PM office got the idea
of this cricket set from an episode
of The Hollowsnen on ABC'TV,
whuere the PM's staff think up a
photogenic media siunt for the
M over thie sitly season and

‘decide posend him off i Antarc-

tica to give the boffins therea

Mujor has had a sterm wond (o
him, threstenred 1o put him ona
cluarge for insu nation. To
wiidch the diggter replied in fluent

~ G'day from hellhole left by that bioke Rudd.. .
v

bty

Hm:i."Cuuldn‘tpwnsuﬂMw
can yi do to me, send me to
Afghanistant™ But digress.

INFORMATION OPERATIONS
The good nicws i the PMs visit
seemns (o have the Tabiban prope-
department ina bit ofa
%m‘tm head nor
of it. Our intel blokes picked
up some Taliban signals chatter
where ane Tallb says 1o another:
"The leader of the Australian
erusider meroenaries his
accused his own men of being
sodomites with a detalled knowe
ledge of their own facces, [s this
infided trickery or just onamism?”
{I'm s youu kenow what it
means, Lachie, butwe had o get
the padre to help us ranstate tha
Last bit)

M md“ The hrigadie

re good news, The r
réckons the PM pesilly stnuck a

nerve here when he told the

blokes: “I'm going to go hnmL
‘and spend :ﬁm

wilie and three kids and W.I'm
not”

All over since the PM
left, that’s all youi hear, Blokes ane
cleaning the larrines o losding
up the Bushmasters to head ot

the wire, and you mentlon the
P and they all say: “Yeah, he's
gone home to spend Christmas
with the wife and kids and we'm
frie *

So Mermry Christmas, Lachbe;
you enjoy yourself, don't worry
about us, we'll be just fine. The
blokes can’t wait 1o oy out the
new cricket gear:

Regards,

The Colonel




